
 

 

                       Participant Biographies 
 

Rise Ain 

 

Rise has been involved in the Washington DC Jewish 
community for more than 30 years. While her children 
considered her a full-time mom, Rise considered 
herself a "volunteer professional.” Rise worked 
professionally as an attorney, but sees the Jewish 
community as her real passion, serving on several 
different boards which focus on Jewish identity-
building and social services. Rise has been a board 
member at her synagogue, primarily in promoting 
different vehicles of adult learning. She is now the co-
chair of the synagogue’s Lifelong Learning Committee, 
which promotes values of Judaic learning throughout 
all stages of life.  Married to Michael Levy, she is the 
proud grandmother of four grandchildren: Jared, Zack, 
Judah and Zoey. This is Rise’ eighth PLS.  
  

Allison Axelrod 
 

  

Allison is a young Jewish woman currently based in 
Florida.  She works with youth on identity building and 
personal narrative and writing as well as Hebrew and 
The Hebrew holiday cycle. Allison has worked as a 
birth doula for Jewish and non-Jewish couples and 
families and is excited about this growth and learning 
opportunity. This is her first PLS.    

Ethan Bair  

 

Rabbi Ethan Bair grew up in Boston. A graduate of 
Oberlin College and a former Fulbright scholar in 
Berlin, he was ordained at Hebrew Union College in 
Los Angeles in 2011. From 2013-2018, Ethan served 
as the Senior/Solo Rabbi of Temple Sinai in Reno, NV. 
Prior to Temple Sinai, he worked in advocacy at the 
American Jewish World Service, a Jewish non-profit 
working to realize human rights in the developing 
world, and as Campus Rabbi at the University of 
Southern California Hillel. For Ethan, denominations 
are secondary to transformational Jewish experience. 
He has decades of experience in singing and cantorial 
work and is committed to leading participatory and 
engaging services. This is his first PLS.  
                                                                                     
                                         



 

 

Jennifer Bard 
 

 

Jennifer is a visiting Professor at Penn State Law and 
Medical schools, and is currently a professor of law at 
the University of Cincinnati Colleges of Law and 
Medicine. Her fields of interest are bioethics and public 
health. Prior to joining the University of Cincinnati, 
Jennifer was associate vice provost for academic 
engagement at Texas Tech University and the Alvin R. 
Allison Professor of Law at Texas Tech University 
School of Law. Jennifer has been recognized for her 
teaching, being named “Outstanding First Year 
Teacher” at Texas Tech Law. She is also a prolific 
scholar, having published 30 articles and book 
chapters. This is Jennifer's second PLS.  
  

Allan Baumgarten 
 

  

Allan is an independent analyst, based in Minneapolis, 
whose work focuses on health care policy, finance and 
local market trends and strategies. For 30 years, he 
has published Minnesota Health Market Review, a 
nationally recognized annual report analyzing key 
trends and competitive strategies for health plans and 
provider systems in that market. Allan attended the 
University of Minnesota. He has a B.A. in Hebrew 
Language and Urban Studies, an M.A. in Public Affairs 
and a J.D. from the Law School. He is past president 
and current gabbai of Darchei Noam, a Modern 
Orthodox congregation in Minneapolis, president of 
Eruv of Minnesota and past chairman of the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Minneapolis. Allan is 
married to Marilyn. They have three children and four 
grandchildren. This is Allan’s first PLS.  
  

Phillip Brodsky 
 

  

Phillip Brodsky is the past Executive Director of Hillel 
International's Center for Community Outreach and 
former executive director of The David Project. In 
these roles, Phil was responsible for connecting 
thousands of Jewish and non-Jewish college students 
with Israel, the Jewish community and each other, 
thereby proving that it is possible to discuss complex 
issues, including Israel, in a way that brings people 
together rather than pushes them apart. Phil earned 
his MBA and Master’s in Jewish Professional 
Leadership from Brandeis University’s Hornstein and 
Heller Schools in 2010. Prior to that, for three years, 
Phil was the Director of Jewish Programming for Alpha 
Epsilon Pi Fraternity. He lives in Washington, D.C. with 
his wife, Mindy and baby Simon. This is Phil’s first PLS. 
  



 

 

Michael Conway 
 

  

Michael owns a small business in the residential 
design field in the US. His BA is in International Affairs 
from The George Washington University. Michael 
recently completed his conversion to Judaism, under 
the guidance of Rabbi Ethan Bair at Temple Beth 
Sholom in Miami Beach.  This was the culmination of 
a two year process of learning, which included a trip to 
Israel. Michael’s friend and TBS fellow member, Karen 
Rivo, recommended the Seminar to him. This is 
Michael’s first PLS. 
 
  

Nancy Coren 
 

  

Nancy has been working as the spiritual lay-leader of 
Congregation Tifereth Israel in Lincoln, NE since 2007. 
She will be retiring this summer, and hopes to 
subsequently make aliyah with her husband. Nancy 
has been involved in Jewish education since 1973 and 
has devoted her life to working with Jewish youth and 
adults. Nancy and her husband will be celebrating 49 
years of marriage in August. They have 3 children and 
7 grandchildren. Nancy has been a chaplain on the 
Lincoln Chaplaincy Corps for nearly 5 years and has 
also been active in an interfaith group of religious 
leaders. She enjoys traveling, gourmet cooking, and 
being in touch with friends and family. (Oh, and she is 
a proud alum of the Pardes Learning Seminar!) This is 
her ninth PLS.  
 
 
  

Carole Daman 
 

 

Carole was a student at Pardes in 1973-74 (the year 
after Pardes opened). She has always loved to learn 
Torah and has been active in local Jewish institutions, 
including Young Israel of Scarsdale and her daughter’s 
Yeshiva high school. She is a retired lawyer who 
stopped practicing law upon the arrival of her first child, 
34 years ago. Subsequently, she worked in her 
husband's medical practice until he passed away in 
2006. Since then, Carole has been taking Torah 
classes in a variety of venues. She enjoys giving Divrei 
Torah and helping Bat Mitzvah students study their 
parshiyot. She has attended many Pardes North 
America Spirituality Retreats. This is Carole’s ninth 
PLS. 
 
 
  



 

 

Judy Eichinger 
 

 
 

Judy Eichinger from Teaneck, N.J., is a retired job 
search/job readiness counselor for disadvantaged 
populations. She spends a good deal of time as chair 
of The Ruth Gottscho Kidney Foundation, founded in 
1960 by her parents, in memory of her sister. She 
also promotes her recent book, Remembering Ruth, 
A Memoir of Childhood Sibling Loss. She belongs to 
the reform Temple Emeth and is relatively new to 
Jewish learning. She has two children, seven 
grandchildren, and recently lost her husband of 
almost 50 years. This is Judy’s first PLS. 

Michael Gordon 
 

 

Michael and his wife, Rebecca, have been happily 
married for 32 years and have three terrific children. 
They celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary in 
Israel, with Michael attending his first PLS and 
Rebecca learning at a nearby ulpan.  Michael has 
been a practicing lawyer in the New York metropolitan 
area for the past 35 years. For the first four years of 
his career, he was a prosecutor in New York City. He 
then entered the private sector, representing 
businesses and individuals mostly in commercial 
litigation matters. In May 2017, he opened his own law 
firm together with three other lawyers. Although 
Michael identifies as Conservative/Masorti, he has 
become more observant over the past eight years, as 
he learns more. In particular, he loves studying Tanakh 
and Jewish philosophy. Michael recently joined the 
Pardes North American Board. This is his third PLS.  
   

Robert Hammer 
 

 

Robert grew up and resided most of his life in Brooklyn, 
NY. In 2004, he made aliyah to Jerusalem with his wife 
Barbara z''l, to whom he was married for 47 years. 
Robert's children and grandchildren live in Jerusalem 
and Modi'in. Robert was awarded his BA from 
Brandeis University and his JD from Columbia 
University. He practiced law for 40 years, serving most 
of that time as assistant attorney general of New York. 
Robert was also an adjunct associate professor in 
legal writing at the Cardozo Law School, and is a 
retired Commander in the Judge Advocate General's 
Corps of the U.S. Naval Reserve. This is Robert’s 
fourth PLS.  
  



 

 

Joe Kanfer 
 

 
 
 

Joe is the founding Member of the Lippman Kanfer 
Foundation for Living Torah, Chair Honeymoon 
Israel, Past Chair JFNA, and Past Chair JESNA. He 
holds a B.S. from University of Pennsylvania and a 
JD from the University of Michigan. Joe is married to 
an educator, is a father of 4 children who are deeply 
involved in Jewish life, and has 14 grandchildren 
(with another one on the way). He is a Venture 
investor and past Chair GOJO, makers of PURELL. 
This is Joe's first PLS.   

Audrey Kaplan Scher 
 

 

Audrey grew up in Englewood, NJ, and is a proud alum 
of 10 summers at Camp Ramah in the Poconos. In 
1993, Audrey made aliyah with her husband Harvey, 
and youngest daughter, Dena, and has lived in the 
same Jerusalem apartment ever since. Audrey's 
professional background is in management, sales 
training and fundraising consulting. She has also done 
extensive volunteer work, primarily in the Jewish 
Community. Audrey is a past Chair of the Board of 
Pardes, and is still an active member of the Israel 
Board. Audrey is the ecstatic savta of two delicious 
sabras who live nearby (with their mother Dena). She 
has studied at Pardes for many years, and this is her 
eighth PLS.  
  

Bryan Kocen 
 

 

Bryan lives in Rancho Mirage, California with his 
children Sam and David. When not learning with us 
here in Jerusalem, Bryan is a member of the North 
American Board of Pardes, where he serves as the 
current Treasurer. Bryan has an MBA from the 
University of Chicago Business School and Financial 
Planning certification from the College of Financial 
Planning in Denver CO. Bryan is the President of The 
Kocen Financial Group, Inc. & Financial Goal 
Securities Inc. Bryan’s community service efforts also 
include being a highly decorated and involved member 
of the Boy Scouts of America, a past Member of the 
National Youth Leadership Cabinet of the UJC, and a 
1st Lieutenant in the Civil Air Patrol. Bryan participated 
in the Pardes Elul Program in 2010, and this is Bryan’s 
third PLS. 
  



 

 

David Kuney 
 

 

David R. Kuney has practiced law since 1973, with an 
emphasis on commercial bankruptcy and appellate 
litigation. He is a retired partner from the law firm of 
Sidley & Austin. Since 2015 his primary activities have 
focused on appellate work before the U.S. Supreme 
Court and the Courts of Appeals. David has been an 
adjunct professor for over 25 years, teaching at 
American University’s Washington College of Law and 
New York Law School.  He is currently an Adjunct 
Professor at Georgetown University Law 
Center.  David is soon to publish an inter-generational 
“memoir” that tells the story of his grandparents, Sol 
and Anna Kuney, who moved from Vilna to Arlington, 
Virginia, exploring the larger issues of Jewish exile and 
assimilation. This is David’s fourth PLS.   

Jerry Leener 
 

 
 
 

Jerry is a retired CPA who enjoyed 36 years as a 
PwC partner. Now he is an EMT with the Silver 
Spring Fire Department. He and his wife, Dina, 
recently celebrated 50 years of marriage. Jerry is a 
proud graduate and former lecturer at the University 
of Minnesota. His son, Rabbi Jon, found his love of 
Torah and the love of his life, his beautiful wife, Faith, 
at Pardes. Levi Cooper and Meir Schweiger are very 
special to him.  This is Jerry's first PLS.  



 

 

Beryl Levinger 
 

 
 
   

Beryl is the Distinguished Professor and Chair of the 
Development Practice and Policy Program at the 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies at 
Monterey. She has a BA in organizational 
development from Cornell, as well as an MA and 
Ph.D., in educational planning for developing 
countries, from the University of Alabama. She has 
held leadership positions in several major 
international organizations: President of AFS 
Intercultural Programs; Senior Vice President (chief 
operating officer of CARE); and senior adviser to 
Save the Children’s president. She has worked in 90 
countries as an evaluator, facilitator, researcher, 
trainer and adviser. Beryl has done summer 
programs at Drisha, Pardes, JTS and Yale Divinity. 
She is a proud member of Congregation Beth Israel 
(Reform) in Carmel, California, and often provides 
adult learning programs there and in Westchester 
County, NY. Since beginning her career as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer in Colombia, Beryl has worked in 90 
countries. This is her first PLS.   
 

Elena Levitt 
 

 

Elena just finished her 13th year teaching at Heilicher 
Minneapolis Jewish Day School. She has worked in 
formal and informal education, both teaching and 
administrating in Memphis, Los Angeles, St. Paul, and 
Minneapolis.  Elena earned her B.A. in Hebrew letters 
and M.A.Ed. from American Jewish University. She 
also has a B.A. in Political Science and Journalism and 
an M.A. in Liberal Studies from the University of 
Memphis. She is a member of Beth Jacob 
Congregation in Mendota Heights, MN, as well as Beth 
El Synagogue in St. Louis Park. She is married and 
has two daughters, both of whom are students at 
Heilicher. This is Elena’s first PLS.  
  

Frank Lipson 
 

 

Frank is a government anti-monopoly attorney by 
profession. He retired 16 years ago and now substitute 
teaches mathematics. Frank is the president of his 
local Toastmasters Club where he trains members in 
leadership and public speaking. He graduated from the 
University of Michigan earning a BA, MA (Economics) 
and JD. This is Frank’s first PLS. 
 
  



 

 

Edward Magiste 
 

 

Edward Magiste is an adjunct faculty person at the 
Cleveland State University School of Social Work, as 
well as a private practitioner at Allied Behavioral Health 
Services in Cleveland, Ohio, USA.  Additionally, Ed 
teaches 5th and 6th graders at Temple Tifereth Israel in 
Beachwood, Ohio.  This past year, Ed conducted a 
year long seminar teaching the teachers at The 
Temple about integrating experiential education into 
their classrooms. Ed became interested in experiential 
education while conducting his doctoral research into 
effective professional education.  Since then, he has 
focused on increasing his own skills and expertise in 
the discipline and has delivered workshops in which 
experiential techniques enhance classroom instruction 
as well as therapeutic counseling sessions. This is 
Edward’s first PLS.  

Barbara Mark-Dreyfuss 
 

 

Retired from the world of finance as a financial advisor, 
Barbara turned to sculpture, bridge and writing. She 
has authored five books, ghost written another and is 
working on her first fictional novel. Barbara has six 
children, 14 (soon to be 15) grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren. There are three rabbis and a 
cantor in her beautiful family. She is a member of two 
synagogues, on the board of directors of the Anti 
Defamation League, a former board member of JNF, 
Valley Beth Shalom, Scottsdale Center for the 
Performing Arts, and Jewish Community Relations 
Council. Barbara has also served on the women’s 
department board of the Jewish Federation. This is her 
first PLS.  

Juan Mesa-Freydell 
 
 

  

Juan has been a repeat participant of the Pardes 
Learning Seminar for the last 18 years.  He is a 
graduate of the 2001/2003 Leadership Development 
Program of the Wexner Heritage Foundation.  He is an 
active member of the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue 
and of The Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue. 
During the summer he attends the Jewish Center of 
the Hamptons.  For many years Juan was a board 
member for the NYC chapter of the American Jewish 
Committee (AJC). Juan is a Managing Director of the 
International Private Bank of J.P. Morgan in New York 
where he has worked for the past 33 years.  He holds 
an MBA and an MS in Applied Mathematics from 
Columbia University, as well as a degree in Economics 
from the Universidad de los Andes in Bogota, 
Colombia.  Juan and his wife Catherine live on the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan and have two grown 
children Becca (28) and Benji (23).    



 

 

Barbara Osband 
 

 
  

Barbara is the CEO and Chairwoman of Boston-
based, Cambridge Biomedical, which works to 
advance patient care using innovative life science 
research. She is a graduate of The College of New 
Rochelle and Sarah Lawrence. Barbara and her 
husband, Mark Lichbach, are two-time Pardes 
Summer Program participants. This is Barbara's 
second PLS.  
 
 
 
  

Vicki Phillips 
 

  

Vicki is a long-time participant of the Pardes 
Community Education (CE) Program as well as an 
alumna of the Summer Program (1994) and the 
Pardes Learning Seminar (2000). She is a current 
member of Anshe Sholom B'nai Israel (ASBI) in 
Chicago and longtime member of Mayanot in 
Jerusalem. This is Vicki’s second PLS.  
 
 
 
 
  

Danielle Resh 
 

 

After graduating from the University of Texas in 2017 
with a Bachelor of Arts in English and concentrations 
in creative writing and Jewish studies, Danielle 
returned to Houston, Texas, where she teaches 
creative writing to K-12th grade students at J Mark 
Price’s Reading and Writing Workshop. She also has 
a side business as a personal historian, helping others 
capture their family stories. Although she grew up in a 
Conservative household, she now considers herself 
more traditional/closer to Modern Orthodoxy. She 
loves reading and writing, hiking and being active, 
participating in Houston’s Jewish young professional 
scene, and of course, learning Torah. This is Danielle’s 
first PLS. 
  

  



 

 

Karen Rivo 
 

  

Karen is a new member of the North American Board 
of Pardes. She lives in Miami Beach Florida. By 
profession, she is a registered nurse with a Masters in 
Public Health. Karen has been privileged to serve as 
President of her reform congregation, Temple Beth 
Sholom, in Miami Beach, and, currently, serves on the 
national board of the Union for Reform Judaism. In 
June 2018, Karen and her husband, Marc, became 
Israeli citizens, and they try to spend as much time as 
possible in Israel.  Karen is the proud parent of a 
Pardes’ Educators Program graduate, Jessica. This is 
Karen’s first PLS. 
 
 
  

Mike Rosenberg 
 

  

Mike is a lifelong Conservative Jew who has been on 
the nonacademic staff at Maimonides School, in 
Boston, for 33 years. He tries to visit Israel at least 
once a year and to spend time with some of the 300+ 
Maimonides’ graduates who live in Israel. In addition 
to his Jewish communal work and synagogue 
involvement, Mike is an active member of the Lowell, 
MA, Folk Festival Advisory Board. He recently retired 
after four terms as a local selectman (councilor).  Mike 
and his wife Dawn grew up in the same city in central 
Vermont. They have been married since 1970 and 
have two children and two grandchildren. This is 
Mike's third PLS.  
 
  

Deborah Shapira 
 

  

Deborah Shapira is a facilitator and Jewish educator in 
New York City. She consults with non-profit boards of 
directors, crafting processes to guide them towards 
better meeting their organizations’ needs. A graduate 
of Stanford University, Deborah earned her 
certification in Facilitation through Georgetown 
University, and also has a certificate in Jewish 
Education through the Drisha Institute. She is Chair of 
the Board of Pardes, North America, and serves on the 
boards of Prizmah and SAR Academy. Deborah and 
her husband, Barry Stern, live in Riverdale, New York, 
with their three children. This is Deborah's second 
PLS. 
 
 
  



 

 

Aviva Turner 
 

  

Aviva is a retired OBGYN who has been participating 
in learning at Pardes since the summer of 2015.  She 
and her husband made aliyah in 2013.  They have 3 
children living in 3 different parts of the US.  She is very 
excited to have recently been awarded the status of 
SanDan (third degree black belt) in Aikido. This is 
Aviva’s second PLS.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Libby Werthan 

 

  

Libby was born and raised in Nashville, Tennessee. 
She and her husband, Moshe, moved to Jerusalem in 
1990 and lived there until their return to Nashville in 
2014. While in Jerusalem she became Board Chair of 
Pardes and has remained very active. She is a founder 
of the Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt and now serves 
on its Advisory Board. She is a supporter of the Akiva 
School and the Jewish Middle School of Nashville, as 
well as the administrator of the Eden Foundation. The 
Werthans have four children, eleven grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren. This is Libby’s eleventh 
PLS.  
  

Moshe Werthan 
 

 
  

Moshe is a retired businessman from Nashville, 
Tennessee. Before moving to Israel (1990-2015), 
Moshe held numerous leadership positions in both the 
Jewish community and the community at large. He is 
a former Chair of the President’s Council of Machon 
Lev and a Co-Chair of the Annual Support Campaign 
of the Association of Americans and Canadians in 
Israel. Moshe is a Pardes alumnus and past Chair of 
the Board of Pardes, Israel. This is Moshe’s 
seventeenth PLS.   

  



 

 

Ari Zak 

 
 

Ari is a recovering attorney – he initially practiced 
litigation but then segued into regulatory law for 
medical devices. He is an avid coffee roaster. He is 
married to Shelley and is also looking forward to a 
week of intensive learning. This is Ari’s second PLS. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shelley Zak 

 
  

Shelley is a mother of twin college students and is a 
sleep physician, living an Orthodox life in the pluralistic 
Bay Area. She has attended a variety of educational 
initiatives at Pardes, and eagerly looks forward to the 
learning and fellowship that the seminars provide. This 
is Shelley's fourth PLS. 
 

  

 


