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The Redemptive Promise of Diversity in Unity

1) Genesis - Chapter 37, verses 31-35
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Then they took Joseph’s tunic, slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in the blood. They had
the ornamented tunic taken to their father, and they said, “We found this. Please examine it;
is it your son’s tunic or not?” He recognized it, and said, “My son’s tunic! A savage beast
devoured him! Joseph was torn by a beast!” Jacob rent his clothes, put sackcloth on his loins,
and observed mourning for his son many days. All his sons and daughters sought to comfort
him; but he refused to be comforted, saying, “No, | will go down mourning to my son in Sheol.”

Thus his father bewailed him.

2) Yalkut Shimoni 143:2
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Another explanation. “...but he refused to be comforted...” (Bereshit 37:35) Yaakov said:
behold, the covenant of the tribes is broken ah, how hard | labored to establish twelve tribes!
All of Gds works parallel the twelve tribes — twelve constellations, twelve hours in the day,
twelve hours in the night, twelve months, twelves stones in the breast plate of the (High
Priest). The covenant of the tribes was broken and Yaakov did not want to marry another
woman and have another son because of the oath he swore to Lavan, “...if you take other
wives besides my daughters...” (Bereshit 31:50)

3) Shemot Rabbah 44:9
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This is what Moshe said ‘Master of the World! You are not upholding that which you swore to
the three people, rather you want to nullify your promise — how will you uphold your word to
one?! Just as their children angered you and you want to kill them, so will it be with my
descendants. Not only this, but just as you swore to the forefathers and established a
covenant with them, as it says “I will remember my covenant with Yaakov...” (Vayikra 26:42)
so too you swore to the tribes and established a covenant with them.” From where do we
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learn that the Holy One swore to the tribes? As it says “Sworn are the rods (matot which can
also mean tribes) of the word. Selah.” (Habakuk 3:9) And from where do we learn that the
Holy One established a covenant with them? As it says “l will remember in their favor the
covenant with the ancients...” (Vayikra 26:45) This is the covenant of the tribes. ‘According to
your words you will establish a new people from the tribe of Levi, my tribe, and what will you
say to the tribe of Reuven and all the others? R’ Yitzchak said: in that moment the Holy One
was unable to answer him, he simply said ‘Moshe you have spoken well.” Immediately, “And
the LORD renounced...” (Shemot 32:14) God said to him, | have reconsidered the earlier ones
(i.e. the tribes).

4) Maharal Gevurot HaShem - Chapter 13
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All the generations of Yaakov emerge through a wonderous principle. Just as it is fit that the
root of truth be one because the root is one and from the one who is Yaakov came twelve
tribes, they are called tribes (shevet) because a shevet is a branch, a portion of the tree as
these twelve are each one a portion of the whole. Their number is twelve because every
singular thing has twelve separate boundaries...

5) Babylonian Talmud - Tractate Sanhedrin 110b
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MISHNA: The ten tribes are not destined to return to Eretz Yisrael, even during the messianic
era, as it is stated: “And He cast them into another land, as it is this day” (Deuteronomy
29:27). Just as the day passes never to return, so too, the ten tribes go into exile and do not
return; this is the statement of Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Eliezer says: “As it is this day,” meaning just
as the day darkens and then the sky brightens the next day, with regard to the ten tribes as
well, although it is dark for them now, so it is destined to brighten for them.

GEMARA: The Sages taught: The ten tribes have no share in the World-to-Come, as it is stated:
“And the Lord rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great
indignation; and He cast them into another land, as it is this day” (Deuteronomy 29:27). “And
the Lord rooted them out of their land” in this world; “and cast them into another land” for
the World-to-Come; this is the statement of Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Shimon ben Yehuda of the
village of Akko says in the name of Rabbi Shimon: If their actions continue to be “as it is this
day” they do not return. And if not, they return. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: The members of
the ten tribes come to the World-to-Come, as it is stated: “And it shall come to pass on that
day, that a great shofar will be sounded, and they shall come who were lost in the land of
Assyria and who were dispersed in the land of Egypt, and they shall worship the Lord at the
holy mountain in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 27:13).

According to R’ Akiva it seems that the division of the tribes a passing phase or even a negative
phase. Either way, why did it exist at all?
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According to R’ Eliezer its seems that their division is essential in the long run. If so, why did
the tribes go into exile?

R’ Shimon ben Yehudah seems to make the return of the tribes contingent on changing their
behavior. Which behavior? What positive behavior might they offer to national existence?

According to Rebbe they tribes have a portion in the world to come, seemingly no matter
what. What does this say about the division of the tribes? What absolute positive might it
represent?

6) Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook - The Lights of Israel and its Resurrection, 27
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The forgetting of tribal identity was a preparation for the unity of the nation. If we had held
on to the memory of our tribal division then exile would have caused each one to separate
and become completely detached from the nation; the poison of alienation would have
penetrated each of the special pieces which now stood alone. In truth, forgetting this aspect
of particularity also increased mingling and confusion. Not only were the paths of prayer
particular to each tribe, each of which in its own way is essential to the repair of the world,
confused. So too all the varied values of life, internal and external, all the many shades of
feeling, learning, custom and instruction which aid the restoration of light and life, each
constructing a world in a fashion fit to its particular tribal life path — and sometimes clouding
and destroying the building when they are wrapped up in orders to which they do not belong
- were mixed up. But in truth, this confusion only brings about circumstantial pain and sorrow,
because in the innermost reaches of life lives the all-encompassing soul which is greatly
aroused by the erasure of particular boundaries. If pleasantness and order are diminished,
while physical and spiritual bitterness and suffering attach themselves to our every act,
nevertheless “even though you cause me grief and bitterness, you are my beloved lodged
between my breasts” (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:61 on Shir HaShirim 1:13) From within this
blended unity, mixed and lacking order, there comes to light a substance of life which is fixed
and well-ordered, one which will be revealed and seen when the light of redemption and
salvation appears, when Israel returns to its foundation and the power of its tribes rests upon
it in harmonious unity. “The sheep shall pass again under the hands of one who counts
them...” (Jer. 33:13) and the ruined altar of God will once again be built with twelve stones
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“...corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob—to whom the word of the
LORD had come: “Israel shall be your name” (Kings | 18:31) at the hands of Elijah the angel of
the covenant. Since that time when his zealousness caused the people to declare ‘the Lord is
God!’ (ibid. 18:39) he has gone about the business of making peace, turning the hearts of the
parents to the children and the children to their parents. This is done through the light of the
supernal secrets of Torah which flood through Knesset Yisrael, spreading out to all its works,
occupations, writings, hopes and acts of service in their various forms — sacred and mundane,
constructive and destructive. In truth all of them as one are involved in building the inner and
the outer, the particular and the universal, far above the horizon of awareness held by any of
the particular actors or servants themselves and certainly well beyond any of their narrow
purposes, driven by God’s plan to bring to is people a hopeful future. (comp. Jer. 29:11) “In
the days to come You shall clearly perceive it.” (Jer. 23:20)

7) Ibid - The Lights of Israel 5:11
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It is fitting that humanity be united into one family, and then all conflicts and bad traits which
arise from the divisions of people and their borders will cease. But the world requires an
essential refinement, an advance through which humanity integrate all the richness of the
colors particular to each nation. This lack will be filled by Knesset Yisrael, whose particular
quality is as a great storehouse of spirits that contains within it every ability and every lofty
spiritual inclination. Through the complete fullness of Knesset Yisrael, and particularly through
its connection with the whole world, all the good which comes from the divisions of peoples
will be maintained in the world and there will no longer be any need for actual division. All
the peoples will be one unit and above, in the role of a holy storehouse, the kingdom of priests
and holy nation (Exodus 19:6), the treasured portion of all the peoples, as Gd has spoken.
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