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1. The Garden of Eden

e Ha-adam:
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God created Ha-adam in His image, in the image of God... male and female did He create them.
God blessed them, God said to them: “Be fruitful and increase, fill the earth and conquer it ...

e Ha-ishah
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God... fashioned the rib that He had taken from the man into a woman; and He brought her
to the man. Then the man said, “This one at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.
This one shall be called Woman (ishah), for from man (ish) was she taken.” Hence a man leaves
his father and his mother and clings to his wife, so that they become one flesh.

Eating the fruit:
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The woman saw that the tree was good for eating and a delight to the eyes... she took from
its fruit and ate... God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done... in pain shall you
bear children. And your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

e Havvah:
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The man named his wife Havvah, because she was the mother of all the living.

The expulsion:
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So the Lord God sent him off from the Garden of Eden...

2. “Sheis My Sister”: Genesis 12
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There was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt... he said to his wife, Sarai,
“Now | know what a beautiful woman you are; when the Egyptians see you and say, ‘This one
is his wife,” they will kill me and let you live. Please say that you are my sister...” The Egyptians
saw how very beautiful the woman was... and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.
And because of her... Abram acquired sheep, oxen... and camels. But the Lord afflicted
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Pharaoh and his household with mighty plagues on account of Sarai, the wife of Abraham.
Pharaoh...said, “What is this you have done to me! Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,” so that
| took her as my wife? Now, here is your wife; take her and begone!” And Pharaoh...sent him
off with his wife and all that he possessed.

3. A “Beautiful” Man: Genesis 39
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Joseph was brought down to Egypt and Potiphar bought him... from the hand of the
Ishmaelites... (Potiphar) appointed him over his house and gave everything he had into his
hand... Joseph was beautiful and good looking... his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and
said, “Lie with me.” He refused and said to his master’s wife... “How can I...” She spoke to
Joseph every day... she grabbed his garment saying, “lie with me.” He left his garment_in her
hand and fled... She called her household staff and said... “he came to lie with me and | cried
out loud”... Joseph’s master placed him in the jail house... the officer of the jail house placed
in Joseph’s hand all the prisoners in the jail house...

4. A Tale of Two Beautiful Queens: Megillat Esther

Chapter 1
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...when the king was drunk he said... to bring Queen Vashti before the king wearing the crown,
to show the nations and officers_her beauty, for she was beautiful... Queen Vashti refused to
come... Memuchan said... not only against the king has Vashti the queen done wrong, but also
against all the officials and all the peoples in the provinces of the King Ahashverosh... when
the queen’s word goes out to all the women, they will despise their husbands... Let a royal
edict be issued (in which)... all wives will treat their husbands with respect, high and low alike.

Chapter 2
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Let the king appoint officers... and gather every good looking virgin maiden... and (Esther) was
beautiful and good looking... and Esther was taken ...she would go in the evening she return
in the morning to...the women’s house...[to the] guardian of the concubines...

Chapter 3
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Haman saw that Mordechai would not bow down to him and Haman was enraged... Haman
said... “There is a certain people, scattered and dispersed among the people in all the
provinces of your realm, whose laws are different from those of other people and who not

obey the king’s laws; and it is not in your majesty’s interest to let them live.”

Vashti/Esther

Joseph
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Joseph Vashti/Esther
Joseph was...good looking To show... her beauty, for she was good

looking

He refused

Queen Vashti refused

Joseph was good looking

[Esther] was good looking

Joseph was brought down to Egypt

Esther was taken

He refused

She went in the evening and returned in the
morning

Let Pharaoh appoint officers on the land...
He gathered all the food

Let the king appoint officers throughout his
kingdom... And gather every good looking
virgin

so were completed the days of embalming

So were completed the days of perfuming

Chapter 4
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Esther
and he

Mordechai commanded [Esther] to go to the king and plead for her people...
...responded...“Go, gather all the Jews... and fast for me... and | will go to the king...”
did as Esther commanded him.

Chapters 7-8
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Queen Esther said, “let my life be granted as my wish and my people as my request. For we
have been sold... to be destroyed, massacred and exterminated. Had we only been sold as
bondmen... | would have kept silent... On that day the king Ahasuerus gave the house of
Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther...
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Chapter 10
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Queen Esther... and Mordecai the Jew wrote a confirmation... to uphold these days of Purim...
and Esther’s ordinance validating these observances of Purim was recorded on a scroll.

5. Song of Songs
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| have come to my garden, my sister, my bride...(5:1)
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My beloved is mine and | am his (2:16)...
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| am my beloved’s and his desire is for me (7:11)...
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O you who dwell in gardens, a lover is listening. Let me hear your voice (8:13)...
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