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1. Leviticus 19
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1. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2. Speak to the entire
congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them, You shall
be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy.
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2. Igeret Hakodesh (Ramban) Chapter 2
Anonymous approximately 1280
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Know that this union is a holy and pure thing when it is properly
conducted in the proper time, and with the correct intention. A
person should not think that in this proper union there is
something ugly or degrading, G-d forbid. ... This means that just as
a person's hands are honored and praiseworthy at the time of
writing a Torah scroll in purity, or conversely, degraded when
they steal or perform a base action, so were the sexual organs
unspoiled before Adam and his wife sinned. Just like with every
other organ of the body one rejoices and praises when it does
good and degrades when it does bad, so too it was for the first
Adam with his sexual organs [that he could use them for good or
for bad.] And we find that The Holy One, Blessed Be, whose ways
are all just, pure and clean, and we find that any ugliness is
completely on the part of human beings. That is to say there is
nothing in any of a person’s organs which is faulty or ugly
regarding their creation, for everything is derived from an exalted
wisdom, insuring perfection, goodness, and beauty. However, a
person's foolish behavior brings degradation to things that were
originally created without ugliness. This must be understood
thoroughly.
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Il Pleasure in Sexual Relations

3. Family Redeemed p.50
R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, US (1903-1993)

Judaism did not overlook or underestimate the physical aspects of marriage. ... The two partners owe
each other not only fidelity, but also full gratification of their sexual needs. Refusal or failure by one of
the partners to satisfy the conjugal rights of the other is sufficient reason for divorce. Each one must
observe these laws of consortium with regard to the other. The marriage must not be converted into
an exclusively spiritual fellowship. Marriage without carnal enjoyment and erotic love is contrary to

human nature and is to be dissolved.

4. Maimonides (Mishneh Torah) - Laws of Shabbat, 30:14
R. Moshe b. Maimon, Spain and Egypt (1135-1204)
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Sexual intercourse is part of oneg Shabbat [Shabbat enjoyment],
therefore the time [for sexual intercourse] for healthy Scholars of
Torah is from one Friday night to the next.
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1. The Commandment of Onah- A Mitzvah to Give Pleasure

5. Exodus 21:10
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If he take him another wife, her food, her clothes, and her conjugal
rights, shall he not diminish.
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6. Mishnah — Masechet Ketubot, Chapter 5, Mishna 6
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A man forbade himself by vow from having intercourse with his
wife: Beit Shammai says: [he may do so for] two weeks; Beit Hillel
says: [only] one week. Students may go away to study Torah,
without the permission [of their wives for a period of] thirty days;
workers [may go away for] for one week. The times for conjugal
duty prescribed in the Torah are: For independent men, every
day; For hired workers, twice a week; For donkey-drivers, once a
week; For camel-drivers, once in thirty days; For sailors, once in six
months. These are the words of Rabbi Eliezer.
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7. Minor Tractates - Kallah, Chapter 1
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21. What should a man do so that he has rich sons? He should do
the desires of Heaven and the desires of his wife. And these are
the desires of Heaven: he should distribute his money to the
poor... 22. These are the desires of his wife: R. Eliezer says he
should seduce her at the time of sex. R. Yehudah says he should
make her happy [give her pleasure] at the time of sex with the
matter of the mitzvah, as it states, “One who keeps the mitzvah
will know no bad thing.”
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1. Sexual Acts and Positions -Personal Pleasure and

Desire

8. Babylonian Talmud - Masechet Nedarim 20a-b
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R. Yohanan b. Dahabai said: The Ministering Angels told me four
things: Lame why are there [people]? Because they [their
parents] overturned their table [anal sex]; Dumb why are there
[people]? Because they kiss on 'that place’; Deaf why are there
[people]? Because they converse during the time of intercourse;
Blind why are there [people]? Because they look at 'that place'.
...R. Yohanan said: The above is the view of R. Yohanan b.
Dahabai; but our Sages said: The halachah is not as R. Yohanan
b. Dahabai, but a man may do whatever he pleases with his
wife [during intercourse]: A parable; Meat which comes from the
slaughterhouse, he desires to eat it with salt- he eats it, roasted-
he eats it, cooked- he eats it or boiled- he eats it. So to with fish
from the fishmonger... A woman once came before Rebbi and
said to him, 'Rebbi! | set a table before him [my husband], and
he overturned it.' He said to her: 'My daughter! The Torah has
permitted you to him — what can | do for thee?'
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9. Rashi Nedarim 20a-b
Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, France (1040-1105)
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That they turn over- face opposite the back of the neck when they
have intercourse with their wife in the non-usual manner. They
turn over their table- she is on top and he on the bottom.
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10. Tosafot Yevamot 34b
School of Study, France and Germany (12-14 Century)
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. R.Yitzhak also said that it is only considered like the act of Er
and Onan when one intends to waste seed and is accustomed to
doing so always, but when it is only occasional and he desires to
have intercourse with his wife in the non- usual manner [even if
he ejaculates], it is permitted, as it states in Nedarim, “Everything
that a man wants to do with his wife, he may do...

9y AYYNI DPIYN XYT 279 99N ...
YT HINYNY 1MIONNYI NIN 19IN)
INIPNI DAN 1905 19 MYYY DN
NIV INYUN YY NaY NINDNY Niavya
G7) DT MINNTI MY 19919
muyo NN OTRY N YO (D

.. WYY INYUKNI

11. Tur Even Haezer 25
R. Jacob b. Asher, Spain (ca. 1269 -ca. 1343)
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[The language of Rambam (Forbidden Sexual Relations 21:9):] [“A

man’s wife is a permitted relationship for him], therefore whatever a
man wants to do with his wife he may do, he can have intercourse

whenever he wants, and kiss any limb [part of her body] that he
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wants, and have intercourse with her in the usual way [vaginally]
and in the non-usual way [anally], or by “way of limbs,” [such as oral
sex or mutual masturbation], as long as he does not waste his seed.”
And R. Yitzhak explains that even with ejaculation it is permitted to
have intercourse in the non-usual way, as long as he does not do so
regularly, but it is only occasional, that he desires to have intercourse
with his wife in this non-usual manner, but is prohibited to do so
habitually.

NN NOV T252) D9AN 794
I9PANT W9 7Y NHVAY Y
YNRYY 959 993 7Y NN
N XYY 72992y N9975 NYY
NNIDY2 ONIPN NON 19 999
NOY WHRYH INUND MINNHY
99 NPNY NON NON N1

o

12. Bach Even Haezer 25
R. Joel Sirkes, Poland (1561- 1640)
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And he kisses any limb that he desires. It would seem that even
that place [the vagina] is permissible to kiss as the law is not
in accordance with R. Yohanan b. Davahai who said [children
are born] mute because they kissed that place rather the law is
like the Rabbis that anything a man wants to do with his wife he
may do- however, according to the Ra’avad it is not so.
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13. Torot Emet, Shulkhan Arukh, E.H, 25:2
R. Refael Birdugo, Morocco (1747-1842)

2: 179 /YNAN HY NHN MHNN

. Behold Rav, who was an ‘angel of God’, fooled around and did
his business in order to increase his desire, and our king, King
David, of blessed memory, had sex with Bat Sheva in his old age,
without any reason, other than his desire and his pleasure [see
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Sanhedrin 22a, where it is stated that he had sex with her thirteen
times during that period], and who is greater than his [David’s]
piety, who called himself ‘pious’. And Shlomo, of blessed memory,
married a thousand women — how could he have acted with a
thousand women with this excessive piety [not to ‘intend for his
own benefit’]? And why did he have to marry all those women?
Rather, it seems that in complete truth, that what the Torah
permitted — it permitted categorically, and there is not the
slightest trace of anything forbidden, ... but from the Torah, one
may have sex even for his own pleasure and desire, and there is
not in this behavior anything shameful or less than fully proper.
(Text and Translation by R. Dov Linzer)
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14. 91 HY R. Elyashiv Knohl, Israel (1948-2018)

p. 20-21 For some women the act of intercourse itself provides sufficient stimulation in order to climax,
but in most cases orgasm is achieved through gentle stimulation of the vagina area (specifically the
clitoris)... there is no problem with a husband bringing his wife to orgasm in this way. Most men
ejaculate almost every time, whereas a woman may experience sexual pleasure without achieving
orgasm. Nevertheless, she should not miss out on this experience, which is so fundamental to their
life as a couple, and they should make an effort to achieve it, often, if not always.

p.34 A couple may also experience the opposite problem during the early days of marriage: the husband
may experience early ejaculation. This is a common phenomenon, and the man should not be
concerned that he is violating the prohibition against wasting seed. Rather, he should view it as part
of the learning how to perform the mitzvah of marital relations... Men often encounter initial
difficulties; this is quite natural. ... It goes without saying that, in trying to solve this problem, the
husband should not cause his wife pain or discomfort, for example by trying to prevent early
ejaculation by hurrying his penetration before she is ready.

V. The Desire for Sex is a Halakhic Need in its Own Right

15. Responsa - Iggrot Moshe, Even ha-Ezer, 1:63
R. Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) US
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Therefore we must say a new thing that R. Eliezer [who said one could
withdraw from the vagina and ejaculate] thinks that the wasting of
seed which is prohibited the explanation is not that it is nullified from

begetting [children] for in any case it is impossible to beget with an
ejaculation such as this [she is nursing]. Rather the explanation [of
wasted seed] is- nullified completely without need- but when there
is a need like the commandment of onah even when it is impossible
to beget with such an ejaculation it is not wasting and is permitted.
And according to this it makes sense that it is permitted to have sex
with a barren woman and someone unable to reproduce since he is
obligated in onah and making his wife happy as such this is a need
and there is no prohibition at all [the seed has a purpose it is not
being wasted)]... therefore R. Eliezer thinks that since there is a danger
to the nursing woman when he has intercourse that would be
appropriate to beget [children] it is permitted, because of the
commandment of onah, to thresh within and winnow without and it
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[the seed] will not be in vain since it is needed for onah and for the
pleasure of his wife. ..... But according to what | have explained it
makes sense. For the explanation of “wasting seed ‘for naught’”
means that it is completely for naught and no need is served.
Because of this, it is permitted for the sake of the mitzvah of onah and
for the pleasure of his wife. Thus, R. Yitzhak and Rosh hold, based on
the gemara Nedarim, ... Rebbi said, “The Torah has permitted you”
that in matters of sex (lit. marriage) for a man with his wife, that Torah
has permitted her. Thus, [the R. Yitzhak and Rosh] consider even this
desire — that he wants to have sex in a non-usual way, as a

[legitimate] need, and it is not for naught and it is permitted.
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16. Ibid. 4:70
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The use of a mokh [birth control inserted in the vagina] when she
is unwilling to have intercourse in any other manner. 1936

... Because of our many sins it has spread amongst the women,
who are not so observant and lacking the fear of Heaven, a desire
not to have many children as we know. If there is one [man] with
such a woman, who does not desire to conceive in any way, and
she has no danger [to be pregnant] and she can conceive he has
no obligation for onah to have intercourse with her in a way that
she will not be able to conceive. On the contrary it turns out that
she has the rule of a rebellious [wife] who refuses intercourse [and
can be divorced without her ketubah] if she does not want to have
sex with him in a manner in which she can conceive. Never the less
if he does not want to divorce her because of the children or
because he loves her, there is room to allow him to have
intercourse with her using a mokh at the time of intercourse
according to those [authorities] that permit having occasional
anal intercourse with ejaculation, for according to them even not
for need of a mitzvah is considered a need as he desires this [anal
sex] and if so also with this [using a mokh] where there isn’t any
obligation of onah there isn’t a need of a mitzvah never the less
since he desires her it is a need and it is not for waste [the spilling
of the seed] and is permitted and here [in this case] it will be
permitted even always because there is no distinction between
occasionally and always with prohibitions....since they permitted
for his desire it is considered done in need..
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V. Balancing Pleasure and Desire with Consent

17. Babylonian Talmud, Eiruvin 100b
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Rami b. Hama citing R. Assi further ruled: A man is forbidden to
compel his wife to the [marital] obligation, since it is said in
Scripture (Proverbs 19:2): And he that hasteth with his feet
sinneth. R. Joshua b. Levi similarly stated: whosoever compels his
wife to the [marital] obligation will have unworthy children. Said
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R. Ika b. Hinena what is the Scriptural proof? Also without consent
the soul is not good. So it was taught: Also without consent the
soul is not good refers to a man who compels his wife to the

[marital] obligation:
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18. Igeret Hakodesh (Nachmanides)Chapter 6
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When he has intercourse with her: he should not force her to
have sex and he should not rape her for this type of connection
the Shehinah does not reside within it for his intention is the
opposite of her intention and her mind is not connected to his
mind. And he should not fight with her and not hit her about
issues of intercourse. ... But rather pull her heart with words of
charm and complements and other words of wisdom and
thought. And do not have sex with her when she is asleep for
the intentions of both of them are not united and her thoughts
are not connected to him, but rather awaken her and entreat
her with words. In conclusion when you check yourself and see
that you are ready for intercourse work to make your wife’s
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mind connected to your mind.
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19. Ba’alei Hanefesh, Gate of Holiness
R. Avraham b. David, Provence (ca. 1120-1198)
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And the “overturning of the table” [anal sex] itself that they [the
Rabbis] allowed, | say that this is only when he is not forcing her
and she wants him, with her agreement, by appeasement. But if
he forces her, with this compelling he is definitely not saved from
sin, and | say about him [the verse] “Even without knowledge [her
agreement], the soul is not good.” [Proverbs 19:2]... How much
more so should one who acts in an unusual manner, and
“overturns the table” against her will be consider a sinner. ... And
the first opinion appears to me [to be correct], it is forbidden to
do any act to her without her consent, [and one must always]
first appease her and gain her approval.
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20. Eliah Rabbah 240
R. Eliyahu Wolf Shapiro, Prague (c. 1660-1712)
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And also ... it is permissible to have intercourse like animals with
one’s face opposite the rear, ...And it appears that all these ways
of intercourse are specifically with her consent and also when he
has intercourse and then does it again that is specifically with her
consent, but against her will even if he desires intercourse he is
called a sinner, as appearsin Tur.
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VL. Sex when Angry, Drunk or Thinking of Another
21. BabylonianTalmud Nedarim 20b 19 97 097 023 TN
“And | will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that | D20 >MI2)  +D>  DNpPIN+

transgress against me” (Ezekiel 20). R. Levi said: This refers to
children belonging to the following nine categories: children of
fear, of outrage, of a hated wife, one under a ban, of a woman
mistaken for another, of strife, of intoxication [during
intercourse], of a mentally divorced wife, of promiscuity, and of a
brazen woman. But that is not so: for did not R. Samuel b. Nahmani
say in the name of R. Yonathan: One who is summoned to his marital
duty by his wife will beget children such as were not to be found
even in the generation of Moses? ... — [Itis virtuous] only when the
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wife ingratiates herself [with her husband]. NXINT NN , D3 PN
IONNAN
22. Ran, ad. Loc. vy

R. Nissim b. R¥uven of Gerona, Spain (1320-1380)

Children of fear —that he places his fear upon his wife to compel her
to have sex with him against her will. And therefore his children
will not be proper, because he acted improperly

Children of force — this is worse than ‘children of fear,” because in
the case of ‘children of fear’ the woman was not actually forced (or
‘raped’), whereas children of force referrers to when she was fully
forced.

Children of hatred — that her haters her and therefore turns his
thoughts to another woman.

Children of ‘exchange’ — that he had sex with one of his wives
thinking she was the other wife.

Children of strife — although she is not hated, but merely that there
is currently strife between them.

Children of drunkenness — because of his drunkenness he is not
turning his thoughts to his wife.

Children of ‘divorced in the heart’ — that he has decided in his mind
to divorce her.
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23. Ba’alei Hanefesh, Gate of Holiness

AVITPN YV WD Yoyl

“Children of rebellion” — that she says to him, “I do not want you”,
and nevertheless he has sex with her, behold she is to him like a
prostitute, even if she consents. The other version of this text is
“children of strife,” that they are fighting day and night. That sex
is nothing other than fornication, because it is not out of love.
“Children of drunkenness” — that he is drunk or she is drunk, and
there are not feelings of love.

19 NOYA KO Y NIRRT NTNN M3
NYD 99N NNY YNRYN NI 979PN)
NNV I9ONY NNT M SN
DNV N1 %2 NINRD KNDVM
NYNH INYAN NP9 DY DOOVIPNN
ANN TINN NPNY M NIN NPN
NIV IN DY NINY MoV M2

.NANN 52 BN PPN NNDOVY

24. Rambam De’ot 5:4
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... [At the time of relations,] they both should not be drunk, nor
lackadaisical, nor tense - or [even] one of them. She should not be
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asleep, nor should the man take her by force, against her will.
Rather, [the relations should take place] amidst their mutual

consent and joy. He should converse and dally with her somewhat,
so that she be relaxed. ...

.. Y9 VNNV >TD

25. Shulhan Arukh, Orach CHayim, 240:10
R. Yosef b. Ephraim Caro, Spain and Israel (1488—1575)

Y979 70 920 NIIN YHIY

And if he a quarrel with her he cannot have intercourse with her
until he appeases her; and he may speak/flirt with her before
intercourse to please her.

VNI MON ,NNY OYI 1Y 7PN DN
D0y 9909 919N ;MDY TY
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VII. Love Your Partner as Yourself
26. A Letter from the Steipler 45990011 AN
R.Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, Poland/Israel (1899-1985)
Marital obligation of sex... Y 2PN

2. The Obligation — all forms of contact (intimacy or “intimate
contact”), touch, and kissing are included. ... A man must do all that
his wife desires (in the name of the Hazon Ish). Thus, he should lie
with his wife together naked with touching and kissing for
approximately a quarter of an hour before intercourse — this is under
normal circumstances... And after intercourse, he should lie with his
wife for a half-hour, because this will give her greater pleasure than
the act itself...

Onah [pleasing one’s wife] is a Biblical mitzvah, no less than eating
matzah, and one who does not fulfill it when his wife is pregnant
(unless she has waived her right, a true remission with a full heart),
then he is a complete sinner, for this sin is of those sins that are
interpersonal, and thus even Yom Kippur and death do not atone
for it. And he is like a thief and a bandit, because he steals from his
wife what he is obligated to her. And this is (tantamount) to
murdering his wife, for it is known that the primary longing of a
woman in her world is that she has a husband who loves her, and
when she sees that this is not so, then it is close to an endangerment
of life, from the great pain and anguish that she has on account of
her being bereaved like living widows...

B. ... And it is what is required according to law, because according
to the Torah it is forbidden to have sex in a manner that the woman
is not first appeased, and he is obligated to appease her through
touching and kissing until she agrees to have sex, because without
this it is like placing her before a lion, who tramples (his prey) and
eats it, as is explained in Pesachim 49 (and it is a criminal sin to
deprive from one’s wife what is her due, and even if he acts as he
does with the intent of being righteous and ascetic, because he
cannot be righteous at the expense of stealing from one’s wife, to
steal from her and to make her like a captive slave woman). And
when one has sex with his wife without her willingness, the
(resultant) children are in the category of “those who sin and rebel
[against Me]”, just as the children of one who was raped. Now, one
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who grabs his wife and had sex immediately without prior physical
intimacy and then separates immediately, behold this husband
thinks that he has “grabbed angels” for this (his ascetic behavior),
but in actual truth he has not sacrificed any of his desire, and his lust
has been totally satisfied, having received its full pleasure, but his
wife has not derived any pleasure from this act quite the contrary!,
she is in pain and embarrassed and in private she cries, and her tears
do not return unanswered, for the (heavenly) Gate of Tears are never
locked...

C. One who engages in physical intimacy and touching and the like
for the sake of heaven, because he is compassionate and does not
want her to be in pain and miserable, this does not bring him in any
way to a weakening of his fear of heaven or to a descent into
pleasures (hedonism). To the contrary! It brings him to holiness, and
he fulfils a Biblical mitzvah of “You shall walk in His paths” — just as
He is compassionate, you too must be compassionate. And in
addition to this, in truth the touching and the kissing or other matters
of physical intimacy is a portion and a branch of the mitzvah of
onah...

E. Hazal have said in Yevamot 62b, “Our Sages taught: One who
loves his wife as himself and honors him more than himself,
regarding him the verse states: ‘And you shall know that your tent
is in peace...””. And it is clear that Hazal’s intent regarding love for
one’s wife was not in reference to loving one’s wife with the love
that is natural for women [physical love], but rather it refers to the
love of the type that friends have for one another, because she
[your wife] is your companion, and the wife of his covenant, and
they share matters in which they are jointly partners, and each one
helps and is helped by the other. Additionally, they refer to the love
that comes from gratitude, for the man should picture in his mind
what it would be like if he were to never have found a wife, and he
would be left lonesome, how much pain and suffering he would
have, and because of his wife his life is in order. And the matter of
gratitude is very great —there is no limit to its importance —and Hazal
in Pirkei DiRebbe Eliezer, chapter 7, said that whoever denies
gratitude owed his friend, in the end denies the goodness that God
has done for him, see there where they are very stringent regarding
this. In regards to such love Hazal have obligated the husband, and
this love is not a form of lust at all, but rather one of the good
attributes that we are obligated to follow. And with this in mind,
when one attempts to make his wife happy at the time of sex, before
it and after it, this is not unseemly, God forbid!, but rather a mitzvah,
even were he not obligated in this, and certainly given that he is
obligated to her in this regard according to law, as | have written
above.

From the Steipler Rav, author of Khilot Yaakov

Tishrei 5734 (1973)

(“Unpublished” Letter circulating amongst Benei Yeshiva
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VIII.

Same Sex Couples- Acknowledgment of the Need for Emotional Connection

27. Rav Benny Lau: “It is not permissible to decree a life of
loneliness on a person” Israel (1961- present)

32 9Y MY 9NN PN $IND 290
" M1r7a N 01N

In the opening of his article on marriage, Rabbi Yosef Beer
Soloveitchik suggests two basic objectives regarding the
institution of marriage. The first reflects a collective
commitment where both partners put themselves at the service
of society, and the other expresses their inner commitment that
is part of the institution of marriage. This commitment stems
from the experience of oneness of the two who long for love
and friendship.

The practical difference between these two objectives is the
place of the mitzvah, "Be fruitful and multiply". According to the
first objective the commandment of procreation is the central
beam on which rests the entire building. Remove this
commitment from marriage and it loses all meaning.

According to the second goal the marriage is not compromised
if it does not produce new life. The connection itself between
the couple is the creation that is desired....

Chapter two that focuses on “it is not good for humans to be
alone” expresses the longing of humans to share life in
partnership. Nothing in this chapter mention the person's
bodily needs, there is no addressing of the obligation to have
children, but rather the [focus is on the] oppressive loneliness
of the first human. Man and Woman have names, they do not
belong to nature but become individuals, unique and distinct,
able to join with another. "In this context, marriage had to
acquire a new meaning, to express for them not only the
demands of the race, but also (and perhaps especially) the
longings of the individual" (Rabbi Soloveitchik, Lonely Man of
Faith p 49).

Marriage contain the subjective desire to be saved from
solitude, and also the objective institution of a covenant
between two individuals who want to start a community
together, and for that undertake mutual commitment to each
other.

According to this reading | would like to carefully choose my
words in reply to many people who ask my opinion in
connection to couple-hood for people with same sex
tendencies.
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... — it is not permissible to decree on people a life of being
alone. Exiting from loneliness to life of couple-hood is really a
life-saving act. | have seen many lonely individuals in my short
life, and | know that they often are in a high-risk situation [for
suicide]. A man who cannot live in a true relationship with a
woman (or vice versa) and is sentenced to a life of loneliness -
it may well become a death sentence for him. Halakha knows
very well the concept of "saving a live" and makes wide use of
this concept whenever possible. Also "even a possibility of
[safek] saving a life" overrides [the prohibitions of] Shabbat.
Even on this issue [of same sex couples] we have to use the
same conceptual system and not be afraid to define the reality
of loneliness as “a possibility of saving lives". This definition
requires us (family members, educators and rabbis) to do all
we can that the people living around us will exit from darkness
to light and from death to life. Loneliness is deadly poison and
faithful relationship is the elixir of life. And you shall choose
life.
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IX. Same Sex Couples- Acknowledgment of the Need for Physical Connection

28. HaRav Medan: " One should not be stringent with one who
does not have a kosher release for his sexual desires "
09.09.2009 Published in Makor Rishon Newspaper 09.04.09

R. Yaaqov Medan, Israel (1950 - )
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The murder at the club in Tel Aviv and the demonstrations and
incitement that followed made me realize that you cannot ignore
any more the place of homosexuality in our lives. The
phenomenon and examination of which are not pleasant,
however, the fog surrounding it, which blurs the distinctions
between good and bad associated with it, must disappear. The
largely secular public sees the community of homosexuals as
persecuted and therefore sympathies with them. The majority of
mitzvot observant public strongly refrained from discussing the
phenomenon and a minority joins the secular public, which
opposes the “persecution”. The other part is beginning to see
homosexuals, in their expressions, in their opposition and by
inciting against them as a community that should be perused. In
this spirit Moshe Feiglin wrote two weeks ago his essay on 'l am
proud homophobe.”

The fog comes from the tendency to put all homosexuals in one
drawer. But this is wrong! Haredim are not made of one piece.
They have among them the righteous, the mediocre and the
wicked. Kibbutz members are not made of one piece, the Border
Police are not homogeneous and similarly neither are
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homosexuals. For that matter we will divide them into three
groups:

The Righteous:

The first group has the opposite inclination [i.e. same sex
attraction], mostly observant of mitzvot, they do not act on their
inclination, because of the strict prohibition that exists in relation
to it. In many cases (and in my opinion, it is a good thing) they do
not marry a woman (these lines are written, for the sake of
brevity, about men, but the laws are similar for women) and it is
permissible for them to have a friend for life [haver lehayyim-
life partner], but without the closeness of flesh [anal
intercourse] with him. These people are, in the subject under
discussion, in the category of a completely righteous person,
and anyone who insults them verbally, or by refraining from
contact with them or by just a lack of respect, transgresses, |
believe, the prohibition of fraud with words, and the
commandment of 'Love your neighbor as yourself'. | also do not
see any legal permission [heter] to prevent them from any
davar shebekiddusha [holy thing -like counting in a minyan],
like the Torah reading, passing before the ark [i.e. being a
prayer leader] or giving a Torah lecture in public.

Comments about this group:

... An unparalleled difficult question is what is the boundary of
permitted closeness between these two life partners? The
Torah explicitly prohibits, with a most serious prohibition, the
sexual contact [anal intercourse]. Lesser contact than this, from
the concept of preventing the act itself, is little discussed by the
Sages and Jewish law, and there is not enough to fill a code of
law. In my opinion, it is possible to draw the boundaries of the
prohibition to the limits that are most stringent, however,
similarly one should not be stringent with one who does not
have a kosher release for his sexual desires, for any stringency
can create a leniency for the one who despairs from the ability
of Halakha meet their basic needs. The questions requires a
serious and deep deliberation, and similarly correctly our
generation’s rabbis did by not formulating a clear and orderly
ruling on this matter, leaving the discretion of each one who
checks in to the matter case by case according to the situation
of the questioner. In any case the expectation exists from any
one with this opposite tendency to adopt for himself a rabbi,
talmid hakham God fearing who will get to know him in the most
through manner and can rule for him in what to be lenient and
what to be stringent. ...
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