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Orot - Lights of War

1 - When there is great war in the world, the power of the Messiah awakens. The time of
pruning has arrived, the pruning of the tyrants, the wicked are being eliminated from the
world and it fills with a fragrant scent. The voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land. The
death of individuals, swept away without justice by the flooding revolution of war, has an
aspect of the death of the righteous which brings atonement. They rise up above, in the root
of life, and their very lives brings an all-embracing value of goodness and blessing to the
whole construct of the world, to its values and understandings. And afterwards, with the
cessation of war, the world is refreshed with a new spirit, and the footsteps of the Messiah
become even more apparent. According to the greatness in quality and scale of the war, so
grows our expectation of the footsteps as they approach. The current world war brings with
it a great and awesome expectation, combined as it is with all the events of the time and the
settlement of the land of Israel, which is a express sign of the end. With great consciousness,
mighty strength, deep and penetrating logic, true longing and clear thought we must receive
the lofty content of the light of Gd revealed in wondrous acts through these wars in
particular. “Master of wars, He sows righteousness, causes deliverance to sprout forth and
creates cures; He is awesome in praise, the Master of wonders, who in His goodness renews
every day, continuously, the work of creation. Shine a new light upon Zion and let us all
merit speedily to its illumination.”

4 - If it were not for the sin of the Golden Calf, the nations settled in the land would have
made peace with Israel and acknowledged them, because the name of Gd which is called
upon Israel would have awakened within them the awesome fear of this loftiness. There
would have been no call for any method of war, and Israel’s influence would have flowed
outwards through the paths of peace, as it will be in the days of the Messiah. Only, sin came
and delayed this process for thousands of years. All the chains of cause and effect in the
world are bound up with one another, working to bring the light of Gd into the world, and
the sin of the Calf will be completely erased so that all who see Israel will recognize that they
are t he seed whom Gd has blessed. The world will be repaired and set upon the path of
peace and love, the pleasantness of Gd will be felt in every heart , bringing pleasure to the
spirit and refining the soul and the soul of all life will be resurrected among them.
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2) The Lights of Holiness 2:39 - The Highest Fixing

A chaotic world stands before us, so long as we have not arrived at the highest fixing, to the
unification of all the streams of life and the various inclinations within them. So long as
everyone presumes to say ‘I will rule,’” “I am, and there is no one but me...” (Is. 47:8) there
will be no peace among us nor will the name of Gd appear upon us. ‘His very name is peace’
(gem Shabbat 10b), from which alone comes the light of truth, and appears only through it.
All the labor of life, and in particular the spiritual labor of thought, must be oriented to the
sole purpose of revealing the light of the highest, all-embracing peace. This emerges not
though pushing any power or idea, and stream or inclination, but rather by bringing all these
into the great sea of the light of the Infinite, where everything unites, everything is elevated,
lifted up and made holy. The spiritual suffering of every true servant is precious. One who
truly serves Gd in complete love, suffers from this sacred, pure and noble aspiration, but is
these very tribulations which cleanse the soul, bringing it, and through it the whole world, to
the highest joy; bringing it to draw forth the holy spirit, to the revelation of the highest
Presence, to true cleaving with the light of the life of all living creatures. “You who cleave to
the Lord your Gd, are all alive today.”
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3) Olat Re’eyah

Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Hanina said: Torah scholars increase peace in the world, as it
is said: “And all your children [banayikh] shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the
peace of your children” (Is. 54:13) Do not read ‘your children [banayikh]’, but rather ‘your
builders [bonayikh]’. [Berachot 64a]

There are those who mistakenly think that world peace will only be built through a
uniformity of opinion and perspective; when they see talmidei chachamim exploring
through their wisdom and the knowledge of Torah, and these explorations leading to a
multiplicity of sides and approaches, they think that this is the cause of dispute and the
opposite of peace. But in truth this is not so, because true peace will never come to the
world except through the value of multiplying peace. The multiplication of peace is, that all
sides and approaches be seen, and it be clarified how each has its place, according to its
value, place and nature. On the contrary, when all the facets of true wisdom are revealed,
through the ingathering of all the pieces and particulars, all the apparently divergent
opinions, and all the divided disciplines, it will be seen that especially through that which
appears superfluous or contradictory the light of truth and righteousness will appear, and
the knowledge of Gd, love and awe of Him and the light of the Torah of truth. Therefore
talmidei chachamim increase peace, because by expanding, clarifying and birthing new
words of wisdom, from different perspectives on diverse and distinct matters, they increase
peace, as it says “all of your children will be taught of the Lord...” (Yishayahu 54:13). Because
all will recognize that everyone, even those who are apparently opposite in their ways and
approaches, they are all learners of Gd, each one reveals a facet of the knowledge of Gd and
the light of His truth. “...And your children will have plentiful peace...” it does not say your
children will have great peace, which would indicate the image of one great body; then the
words would be fit to the mistaken idea that peace requires uniformity and equivalation of
ideas, which in truth reduces the power of wisdom and the expansion of consciousness,
because the light of consciousness must unfold in every direction, toward all the facets of
light that it contains. This multiplicity is ‘your children will have plentiful peace,’ do not read
it as your children (banayich) but rather as your builders (bonyaich), because the structure
will be built from different pieces, and the truth of the light of the world will be built from
many sides and approaches, because both these and those are the words of the living Gd;
from various paths of service, and guidance and education, each of which fills its place and
value. One should not destroy any ability or wholeness, rather he should expand it and find
its proper place, and if concepts appear contradictory, through this wisdom builds her house
(Mishle 9:1). One must delve into things, learning to find the inner rule which is in concepts,
because through this, things will be rectified and no longer contradict, and the multiplication
of opinions which comes through the differences of soul and education is exactly what
enriches wisdom and drives its expansion. In the end, all things will be properly built and it
will be recognized that peace was impossible to construct except through those influences
which appear to battle one another for victory.
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