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Future generations will probably never believe it. Teachers will have a hard
time convincing their students that what sounds legendary actually occurred. The
children will, naturally, swallow each word, but later on, as adults, they’ll nod their
heads and smile, remarking that these were fantasies of history.

They won't believe that this small state, surrounded by hatred, fire and murder,
had so quickly managed a miracle. It will be hard to describe how, amid a sea of
hatred, a tiny army drove off and humiliated several well-equipped military hordes
of who knows how many Arab countries.

How does acclaimed scholar and talmudic genius Shaul Lieberman put it? In
another 2,000 years, people will consider these events the way we think of
descriptions of the Maccabees and their victories.

Did | say another 2,000 years? No, make that in another year, or even tomorrow.
Last Sunday, the Arabs and their allies were boastfully threatening Israel that if
she dared to make another move, she’d pay with her existence. And several
hours later our Jewish heroes advanced, and the entire world, holding its breath,
followed their every movement.

You'll recall the radio broadcasts at the beginning of the week that sounded
practically Job-like. Every hour, another Arab government declared war against
Israel. Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Yemen, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia. And then: Morocco,
Tunisia, Algiers. In Tunisia, an incited mob led a pogrom in the Jewish Quarter.
Other Muslim — or part Muslim — countries rushed to sign up in [Egyptian
president Gamal Abdul] Nasser’s “holy war.” Malaysia, Sudan, Mali, Guinea and
more.

We bit our lips, cracked our knuckles and could find no comfortable spot for
ourselves. Quietly, we asked if the test was too hard this time. Was too much
being demanded from the Jewish people and from their land? How could we
expect to be redeemed, knowing that the enemy numbered tens of millions, even
hundreds of millions of people, against a mere 2 million Jews in Israel?

And then, between Passover and Shavuot, the Hanukkah miracle occurred. It
didn’t take long before the supposedly mighty enemy was rendered speechless
and lost its nerve. Even the Soviet Ambassador to the UN, Nikolai Fedorenko,
suddenly changed his tone. Instead of worrying about whether Nasser would
finally curb his appetite for power, world leaders began looking for ways to make
amends to Israeli Premier Levi Eshkol.

It was as though a theater director, unfamiliar with his cast, suddenly switched
the parts of his actors: those who had stubbornly opposed us now asked for
mercy, as their former protectors now distanced themselves from them.
Overnight, the mood at the UN Security Council seemed unrecognizable.
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We all need to recité the Hallel thanksgiving prayer for being granted the
privilege of witnessing these events. The battle has not yet ended, but the enemy
has already retreated and won't easily recover..

It may well be that future generations won't comprehend how Israel vanquished
her enemies. Yes, there are sacrifices, but in the long run nothing gets lost.
And yet the blood that was shed by our young lions, the sacrifices endured,
everything will be inscribed. Each widow’s tear, every death rattle of the fallen
soldiers — they won't pass unnoticed by our descendants.

For Jews around the world, these last events are a deep source of pride. Every
Jew witnessed and survived this trial together. Rarely, as a people, do we feel
such a deep connection to each other, of loyalty to the purest principles driven by
our shared history.

Do you remember how thousands of Jewish youth besieged the Israeli
Consulates, pleading to be sent as volunteers to Israel? Do you recall the mass
demonstrations in the streets? And the countless Jews, including the poorest of
the poor, donating their meager savings to the pushkes [charity boxes] of the
United Jewish Appeal?

This new Jewish awakening is part of that miracle, a part of the Jewish victory.
Those who thought Jews were frightened by huge armies were mistaken, and
those who thought you could separate the Jewish state from the Jewish people
around the world clearly underestimated us.

Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) joined the Forverts as a staff writer in 1956.
Translated from Yiddish by Chana Pollack.

Read more: https://forward.com/opinion/israel/370557/revealed-after-50-years-
what-elie-wiesel-wrote-about-the-six-day-war/

2|6 WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



THE SIX DAY WAR: TURNING POINT

Pardes o110
Institute of Jewish Studies IN MODERN JEWISH HISTORY
DAVID BERNSTEIN | davidb@pardes.org.il
r F 9 ése.mm ' L .
1949 t refused . -
acoess 1o lsraeifs wishing o vist JERUSALEM: DIVIDED CITY 1948-1967
Old Jerusalem. In June 1967 Israel - =
occupied the Old City, destroyed the Wt
partition barriers, and established i S
an Israeli administration for the / -3 %
xhoe oy ‘ g Moury ST St adatlan Widica
s . 2w ’// !
3 d Hebrew University
7 4 w LA
L Vi [BsL AN
hy, 20 Sl 77 ‘ ) '
% Ve 2 «& ,A/NIIIER COL(?/;JY P
7 s 47 4 elbau -'ro”//
s ¢ j /

= o v g a
AN
sz} ¢

/I//l/// a Gt &&q:‘ens,é'éz:l

'/ szzsugé'?/

i Yy Y

AR ] 7 . /I,g//é /4

P
7

yEL QATAMON

77

4
'//'//I

=== Western amistice-line

—— Eastern armistice-line

"f‘na No Man's Land

ZA Built-up areas

) = gnpo'rtant buildings
+++ Railway

Yards 7 s Wall of the Old City

{”

107

] 4 h Hi Atl

121 from Biblical Times
to the Present -

Martin Gilbert

316 WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



E>=
zx 9

o : . :
028 SOIN Buiddiys |-
> I S oo_||lJ|J" 0 ljaeis| o} 1dAB3 Aq pasop |,
SIgo uelty joyens 1961Aen g
252 o
o & ey jequio) gz : Heloliy jequio) oG
<ZT syuel 0oL Siuel 003'L
= m - sdoos] 000'05 sdool}] 000°0¥3
>80 vigv¥v  1anvs bl g
a=w
W = W umelpypim

i Sem 32104 SIU} puewap S,
ml.L o . — 10463 uQ 1961 Aen 61

() sueibam Jo| Henay uﬁn_EQU 00l
o3 el jequo) 6 SR (o syuel 00y

Z el yg SOPOMS QFG sdooi| 00009

@) sdoo1i 000's Hesiyjequo) op SAe[SOBNA 6LG

Syuel 00g, suelpeue) Gg/ vidioiv
Livmny sdooif 000'0s suelpu| 876
30404 SNOILVYN G31INN

HeIdAY jequio) 00 Neiay jequio) (g6
syueg gog 11 syuel pos'z
sdooll 000'v9z BB sdoos] 000'LyS

1RIDINY 1EqUIOD 003 13V s HLON3YLS 8VHV TVLOL
syuej. 0¥ TR TS / o u e
B8 sdooi| 000'0L . ;
ar :EEZEMEoU ww
=5 Ov Yy | 1Jesony Jequiod ozl uel 0
. Q 4’

D i Syuel 00y, sdood] 000°zt o
n w sdoolf 000'0S ot T et

°
.m o VIiyAS L96l SISIYD 1SV3 37adinN IHL
© = ’ _
o e

117

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL

416



Pardes o110 THE SIX DAY WAR: TURNING POINT
Institute of Jewish Studies IN MODERN JEWISH HISTORY
DAVID BERNSTEIN | davidb@pardes.org.il

THE SIX DAY WAR 5-11 JUNE 19
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