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1. Divrei Hayamim 1l 5:1-2
The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, for

he was the firstborn, but because he defiled his
father's bed, his birthright was givento the

sons of Joseph the son of Israel; so that he is
not entitled to the birthright.
Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from
him [came] the leader, yet the birthright is to
Joseph

For

2.1 Samuel 11:8

8[Saul] mustered them in Bezek, and the
Israelites numbered 300,000, the men of Judah
30,000.

3.1 Samuel 15:4

Saul mustered the troops and enrolled them at
Telaim: 200,000 men on foot, and 10,000 men
of Judah.

4. 1l Samuel 19:44-20:1
Then the men of Israel answered the men of

Judah, “We have ten shares in the king; so we
have a greater claim on David than you have.
Why then do you treat us with contempt?
Weren’t we the first to speak of bringing back
our king?” But the men of Judah pressed their
claims even more forcefully than the men of
Israel. Now a evil man named Sheba son of
Bikri, a Benjamite, happened to be there. He
sounded the trumpet and shouted, “We have
no share in David, no part in Jesse’s son! Every
man to his tent, Israel!”

5.1 Kings 12:16-17

When all Israel [saw] that the kingdid not
the
king, saying, "What portiondo we have in

listento them, people answered the
David? [We have] no inheritance in the son of

Jesse; To your tents, O Israel!

6. Ezekiel 37

15 The word of God came to me: 16 "Son of
man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ' to
Judah and Israel, his friends.' Then take another
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stick of wood, and write on it, 'to Ephraim and
the entire house of Israel, his friends..'17 Join
them together into one stick so that they will
become one in your hand. 18 "When your
countrymen ask you, 'Won't you tell us what
you mean by this?' ... 'So says the Lord: | will
take Israel from the nations where they have
gone. | will gather them from all around and
bring them back into their own land. 22 | will
make them one nation in the land, on the
mountains of Israel. There will be one king over
all of them and they will never again be two
nations or be divided into two kingdoms.
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7.Genesis-Chapter29

® Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the
older one was Leah, and the name of the younger
was Rachel. ' Leah had weak eyes; Rachel was
shapely and beautiful. *® Jacob loved Rachel; so he
answered, "l will serve you seven years for your
younger daughter Rachel." '’ Laban said, "Better
that | give her to you than that | should give her to
an outsider. Stay with me."**So Jacob served
seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but
a few days because of his love for her. ! Then
Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife, for my time
is fulfilled, that | may cohabit with her." ** And
Laban gathered all the people of the place and
made a feast. > When evening came, he took his
daughter Leah and brought her to him; and he
cohabited with her. — **Laban had given his
maidservant Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her
maid. — %> When morning came, there was Leah!
So he said to Laban, "What is this you have done to
me? | was in your service for Rachel! Why did you
deceive me?" *® Laban said, "It is not the practice in
our place to marry off the younger before the
older. ? Wait until the bridal week of this one is
over and we will give you that one too, provided
you serve me another seven years." % Jacob did so;
he waited out the bridal week of the one, and then
he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife. —
*° Laban had given his maidservant Bilhah to his
daughter Rachel as her maid. — *2°° And Jacob
cohabited with Rachel also; indeed, he loved Rachel
more than Leah. And he served him another seven
years. > The Lord saw that Leah was unloved and
he opened her womb; but Rachel was
barren. 3 Leah conceived and bore a son, and
named him Reuben; for she declared, "It means:
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'The Lord has seen my affliction'; it also means:
'Now my husband will love me." * She conceived
again and bore a son, and declared, "This is
because the Lord heard that | was unloved and has
given me this one also"; so she named him
Simeon. ** Again she conceived and bore a son and
declared, "This time my husband will become
attached to me, for | have borne him three sons."
Therefore he was named Levi. >’ She conceived
again and bore a son, and declared, "This time | will
praise the Lord." Therefore she named him Judah.
Then she stopped bearing.

Chapter 30

*3 1 When Rachel saw that she had borne Jacob no
children, she became envious of her sister; and
Rachel said to Jacob, "Give me children, or | shall
die." ? Jacob was incensed at Rachel, and said, "Can
| take the place of God, who has denied you fruit of
the womb?" > She said, "Here is my maid Bilhah.
Consort with her, that she may bear on my knees
and that through her | too may have children." * So
she gave him her maid Bilhah as concubine, and
Jacob cohabited with her. ® Bilhah conceived and
bore Jacob a son.®And Rachel said, "God has
vindicated me; indeed, He has heeded my plea and
given me a son." Therefore she named him
Dan.’ Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived again and
bore Jacob a second son.®And Rachel said, "A
fateful contest | waged with my sister; yes, and |
have prevailed." So she named him Naphtali.

® When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she
took her maid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as
concubine. "> And when Leah's maid Zilpah bore
Jacob a son, 1llLeah said, "What luck!" So she
named him Gad. ' When Leah's maid Zilpah bore
Jacob a second son, *Leah declared, "What
fortune!" meaning, "Women will deem me
fortunate." So she named him Asher.

*4 2 Now God remembered Rachel; God heeded
her and opened her womb. *> She conceived and
bore a son, and said, "God has taken away my
disgrace." ** So she named him Joseph, which is to
say, "May the Lord add another son for me."

*2 Love and Hate

8a. Radak v.31: Jacob didn't hate her — he loved
her! But because he loved Rachel more, the verse
refers to Leah as "hated." .. because her self-
perception was one of misery in that she was not
loved as much as Rachel, God saw her distress.
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8b. Ramban: “Leah was hated: After all, she lied to,
and betrayed both Jacob and her sister. Even if she
could not have defied her father when he brought
her to the wedding, could she not have told Jacob
or signaled to him that she was Leah? And she hid
her identity from him the entire night! .... That is
why Jacob hated her.” He adds that “ God knew
that Leah did it all so that she could marry the
righteous Jacob. That is why He had pity on her.”
Bereshit Rabba (71:2) says: "When he saw that
Leah had betrayed her sister, he wanted to divorce
her. But when God gave her sons, he said: Can |
divorce the mother of these [children]?"...

*3 The Argument

9a. Rashi-Chapter 30

"GIVE ME CHILDREN: Is this how your father and
mother acted. Did your father not pray for your
mother?

OR | SHALL DIE: From here is the notion that those
who have no children are considered as dead.

GOD HAS WITHHELD FROM YOU: You are telling
me to act like my father. | am not in his situation.
My father had no children at all. | have children.
God has prevented YOU from having children."

9b Ibn Ezra: “AM | IN THE PLACE OF GOD?: Am |
the one who decides these things? It is possible
that Jacob prayed but he had not yet been
answered.”

9¢ Nachmanides

| am astounded. Why did Jacob get angry? Why did
he say ‘Am | in the place of God.” Does God not
listen to the righteous?... Don’t the righteous
customarily pray on the behalf of others?... In the
Midrash they express disapproval : ‘Is this how one
responds to those who suffer?

But the textual reading is that when Rachel told
Jacob to give her children, she intended for him to
pray on her behalf and not desist until [God} would
give her children at all costs, otherwise she would
die in her bitter pain. She spoke inappropriately in
her passion. She thought that out of his love for
her, he would clothe himself in sackcloth and ashes
and would pray for her ... Jacob got angry because
she spoke in the way of the hysterical, trying to
frighten him with threats of death... this is why he
said he was not in God's place to be able to grant
children in any situation, and that she had been
denied children; not him; he wanted to rebuke and
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Jacob

Leah Zllpah Bilhah Rachel

Reuben Gad Dan Joseph
Simeon Asher Naphtali Benjamin
Levi

Judah

Issachar

Zebulun

10. Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz. Biblical Images

The relationship between Jacob and his two chief wives, Rachel and Leah, is by no means simple.
Fundamentally, have here two kinds of love in all their complexity: A romantic love that draws its
sustenance from longing, from separation and distance, from premature death—a love full of
expectations, dreams, and memories. On the other hand, we have the love of-a faithful woman, the
woman who remains beside her husband, works, and struggles in the daily round with him, bears him
most of his children, and whose love is constant; stable, and real. The story of Rachel the woman -and
her relationship with Jacob have something of. this quality of yearnings that are never fully realized.
Rachel is therefore an object of desire and hope, of ambition and aspiration. She must remain forever
expectant, forever awaiting fulfillment. Both personally and symbolically, she is perhaps one of the
most poignant expressions of the person who has everything—and yet remains lacking. Even when
Rachel's dreams were realized, it was not in her lifetime: the hope, the potential remained always
suspended between what might have been and what might yet come to be.

From the time when, as we are told, and Jacob loved Rachel" (Genesis 29:18) until her death with the
birth of Benjamin, just as the family came to settle in the Land, Rachel's life held much pain and
frustration. The uneven satisfactions of a timeless love could not mitigate the sadness caused by the
near realization of aspirations and hopes that seemed always to be snatched from her grasp just at
the moment of fulfilment. One powerful example of this frustration lay in the fact that, although
Rachel was Jacob's first love, she was not "the wife of his youth." The sages have commented on the
special bond between a man and the first woman he knows. This bond existed not between Jacob and
Rachel, but between Jacob and Leah. Indeed, the whole Jacob-Rachel relationship, despite their great
love, was subject to the constant strains of unfulfilled expectation. Even more than in an ordinary
marriage, the consummation of love in motherhood was meaningful here: it was supremely important
to give birth to a bearer of.blessings, an heir to a glorious tradition. But Rachel remained dreaming a
dream that was unfulfilled, while her sister Leah gave birth to son after son. Rachel came very close to
the fulfillment of her dreams, but their ultimate realization was always snatched from her.

Rachel is the mother figure of the Jewish people and appears ... a compelling image of maternal
lament: "Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted" (Jeremiah. 31:15). Because she.is
the mother who must needs understand pain and anguish, Rachel's tomb has become a place of
pilgrimage for all those who sorrow and mourn, and it is to her that people come to pour out their
hearts..

Through the ages, it has become more and more apparent that the house of Israel is descended from
the Sons of Leah; ... Leah's ultimate position as Jacob's wife is reflected also in the fact that of the four
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wives—Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, Zilpah. —only one was buried beside Jacob in the cave of Machpelah,
and that one was Leah. In other words, at the end of her life, Jacob, too, recognized Leah's role: he
realized that ultimately the people of Israel would be descended from her sons and not from Rachel's.
Lacking the charm, the amusement, and the spontaneous affection of Rachel, Leah in the biblical story
is the image of the sorrowing woman involved in a desperate struggle to win Jacob's love, to grow
closer to him. Her sons were one of the means to this end. The Jacob-Leah relationship is therefore
seen as being deeper, more stable, and more productive than it appears on the surface, both in itself
and in the historical context.

This is a case where a mistaken act proves to have been the right one, and the dream—simply a
dream. The great love with all its passion, its romanticism and attraction, was not in fact the "right"
love. The down-to-earth bond between Leah and Jacob, manifested in the bearing of sons, was
proved to be the lasting connection. In the end, it was Leah who was Jacob's life companion, his wife
in the fullest sense of the word. Leah's relationship with Jacob was without the drama, the elation,
and the dejection that characterized his love for Rachel. In a sense, she was the romantic plaything;
Leah, the mature and faithful wife.

11. Joseph the Dreamer. Genesis 37 - Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch

“It is remarkable that he should have dreamt of binding sheaves. That was something with which
ordinarily they had no connection, they were shepherds. To become an agricultural people lay for
them still as their destiny in the distant future. If agricultural was so much in his mind that he even
dreamt of it, the brothers were justified in thinking that could only be due to the teaching and
information given to him by his father Israel over the expected national destiny of the house. All the
more then, could the brothers believe themselves justified in saying; Will you indeed in the future be
king over us, or perhaps even now already rule over us? (v.8) Such a thought should not occur even in
a dream!”
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12. Bereshit Rabba 70:15

“‘The elder (lit. greater) one was Leah’ - Greater in her
contribution: The priesthood for posterity, the monarchy
for posterity, as it states ‘And Yehuda will dwell forever'.
'‘And the younger (lit. lesser) was Rachel’ - Of lesser

qoY  PNNNNA MYP 5N MLPN  contributions: Joseph, a passing phenomenon; Saul,
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13. Rav Kook - “The Eulogy in Jerusalem”, 1904.
On the death of Herzl

a. God created in man a body and a soul, and
corresponding to them, forces that strengthen and
develop the body, as well as forces that strengthen

and cultivate the soul. Ultimate wholeness is achieved
when the body is strong and well developed, and the
soul, vital and cultivated, leads all the faculties of the
body in the service of the intellect, which is God’s will
in His world.

So on the collective level of Israel, God ordained these
two faculties: A faculty corresponding to the physical
entity, that aspires to material improvement of the
nation, and a second facet devoted to the cultivation
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of spirituality. By virtue of the first aspect, Israel is
comparable to all the nations of the world. It is by dint
of the second aspect that Israel is unique, as it says:
“God leads it (Israel) alone” ; “Among the nations it
(Israel) shall not be reckoned.” It is the Torah and
unique sanctity of Israel that distinguish it from the
nations.

b. Originally, these two faculties were assigned to the
two tribes destined to rule Israel, Ephraim and Judah,
which is another way of saying Joseph and Judah. “The
deeds of the fathers are a sign to the sons.” Just as in
the beginning, Joseph was the provider sent by God
to save many from starvation ... the descendants of
Joseph would develop the material side of Jewish
national existence. Joseph is paradigmatic in other
ways as well: Joseph was integrated with the nations.
He was also fluent in seventy languages. This last
point symbolizes the commonality between Israel and
all the nations of the world. Despite this, Joseph knew
the power of his holiness...

Judah on the other hand, symbolizes that which is
distinctive about the Jewish People: “Judah became
His sanctified one.” Whereas of Joseph the Psalmist
says, “Shiloh, a tent pitched among men.”

C. .. Our sins brought about the division of the
kingdom, and these two powers that should have
been united, developed each in its own way, oblivious
of its companion... The kingdom of Ephraim (the
Northern Kingdom) founded by Jeroboam, who was
appointed by Solomon over the tax region of Joseph in
appreciation of his practical talent, turned its back on
Israel’s unique sanctity. “And Me you have thrown
behind your back.” This was the source of the sin of
idolatry, that developed in time into Israel’s ongoing
aping of the nations’ negative traits. At its nadir it was
said, “Ephraim is assimilated among the peoples;
Ephraim is a cake readily devoured.” (Hosea 7:8)

d. Judah, deprived of the material side that enlivens,
was in need of a spiritual supplement to replace the
missing material aspect. Unable to rise to the
occasion, the spiritual power was also ruined. “Judah
too shall stumble with them ."

e. ... So it came about that throughout the Exile there
is a see-saw effect of these two opposing forces. At
times, there is exhibited a drive toward material,
worldly success that flows primarily from the
foundation of Joseph and Ephraim; other times there
is a stirring of the spiritual drive for observance of
Torah and spiritual development, for awe and love of
God.

f. The Zionist vision manifest in our generation might
best be symbolized as the “footstep of Messiah son
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of Joseph” (‘ikva de-Mashiah ben Yosef). Zionism
tends to the universal (as opposed to Jewish
particularism). It is unequipped to realize that the
development of Israel’s general aspect is but the
foundation for Israel’s singularity. The leadership of
the Zionist movement must be greatly influenced by
the gifted few of the generation, the righteous and the
sages of Israel. On the other hand, the ideal of Israel’s
national renaissance, including all the material
accouterment— which is a proper thing when joined
to the spiritual goal—to date has not succeeded, and
the lack of success has brought on infighting, until
finally, the leader of the movement has fallen, a victim
of frustration.

g. ...It behooves us to take to heart, to try to unify the
“tree of Joseph” and the “tree of Judah,” to rejoice in
the national reawakening, and to know that this is not
the end goal of Israel, but only a preparation.
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