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Land for Peace: What is Behind the Debate?
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1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your
native land and from your father’s house to the
land that | will show you. 2 | will make of you a
great nation, And | will bless you; | will make
your name great, And you shall be a blessing. 3 |
will bless those who bless you And curse him
that curses you; And all the families of the earth
Shall bless themselves by you.”
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7 And the Lord continued, “I have marked well the
plight of My people in Egypt and have heeded their
outcry because of their taskmasters; yes, | am mindful
of their sufferings. 8 | have come down to rescue them
from the Egyptians and to bring them out of that land
to a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk
and honey, the region of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites.
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clans and languages, by their lands and nations.
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A person should always live in the Land of Israel, even
in a town which the majority of inhabitants are
Gentiles, and not live abroad, even in a town which
all the inhabitants are Jews This teaches that living in
the Land weighs as much as all of the
commandments.
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Anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is considered as one
who has a God, and anyone who resides outside of Eretz
Yisrael is considered as one who does not have a God. As
it is stated: “To give to you the land of Canaan, to be your
God” (Leviticus 25:38). And anyone who resides outside

of Eretz Yisrael has no God? Rather, this comes to tell you
that anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is
considered as though he is engaged in idol worship. And
so it says with regard to David: “For they have driven me
out this day that | should not cleave to the inheritance of
the Lord, saying: Go, serve other gods” (I Samuel 26:19).
But who said to David: Go, serve other gods? Rather, this
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comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside of | 771 92 72 900 NON D*INN
Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol | DT12Y T2 YONX> 5M
worship. eI
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12. The Rabbi: How about the hill on which you say
that the vines thrive so well? If it had not been
properly planted and cultivated, it would never
produce grapes. Priority belongs, in the first instance,
to the people which, as stated before, is the essence
and kernel [of the nations]. In the second instance, it
would belong to the country], on account of the
religious acts connected with it, which | would
compare to the cultivation of the vineyard. No other
place would share the distinction of the divine
influence, just as no other mountain might be able to
produce good wine.

13. Al Khazari: How could this be? In the time
between Adam and Moses were not prophetic visions
in other places granted to Abraham in Ur of the
Chaldaeans, Ezekiel and Daniel at Babylon, and
Jeremiah in Egypt?

14. The Rabbi: Whosoever prophesied did so either in
the [Holy] Land, or concerning it, viz. Abraham in
order to reach it, Ezekiel and Daniel on account of it.
The two latter had lived during the time of the first
Temple, had seen the Shekhinah, through the
influence of which each one who was duly prepared
became of the elect, and able to prophesy.
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Nachmanides — Derasha for Rosh Hashana

YN NvYT —  yans

MmN

But what is the meaning of the expression “G-d’s Land.”
Is not all the world “G-d’s Land.” He has created
everything, and He has formed everything...The meaning
is as follows: G-d created heaven and earth and placed
the dominion of the lower creatures in the hands of
higher beings. He gave each and every nation in their
lands after their nations some known star or
constellation...The Land of Israel, however, which is in the
middle if the inhabited earth, is the inheritance of G-d and
is designated to His Name. He has placed none of the
angels as chief, observer, or ruler over it, for He gave it to
His people as a heritage, to those who declare the unity of
His Name, the seed of His beloved ones. With regard to
this He said, “And you shall be a My treasure among the
peoples, for all the earth is Mine.”

And you shall not be subject to other powers at all. HE
sanctified the people who dwell in His land with the
holiness of observing the prohibitions against forbidden
sexual relationships and with the numerous
commandments so they would be dedicated to His name.
This it is said, “And you shall keep all My statutes, and all

My ordinances, and do them, so the Land to which | am
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bringing you will not vomit you out.” The land which is | XDVRN 95 NOPN 710N
the portion of the Holy Name will vomit out all those who | >T2¥Y 212010 NX5) NMINX
defile it and will neither tolerate idol-worshippers or | : W O AN N
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Land, although it all belongs to G-d, is still not perfect in . AnY9Y P2 7AYN

its purity...

11 | Maimonides - Guide to the Perplexed 2:11

We have already mentioned that these theories are not opposed to anything taught by
our Prophets or by our Sages. Our nation is wise and perfect, as has been declared by
the Most High, through Moses, who made us perfect: "Surely this great nation is a wise
and understanding people" (Deut. iv. 6). But when wicked barbarians have deprived us
of our possessions, put an end to our science and literature, and killed our wise men,
we have become ignorant; this has been foretold by the prophets, when they
pronounced the punishment for our sins: "The wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid" (Isa. xxix. 14). We are mixed
up with other nations; we have learnt their opinions, and followed their ways and acts.
The Psalmist, deploring this imitation of the actions of other nations, says, "They were
mingled among the nations, and learned their works" (Ps. cvi. 35). Isaiah likewise
complains that the Israelites adopted the opinions of their neighbours, and says, "And
they please themselves in the children of strangers" (Isa. ii. 6); or, according to the
Aramaic version of Jonathan, son of Uzziel, "And they walk in the ways of the nations."
Having been brought up among persons untrained in philosophy, we are inclined to
consider these philosophical opinions as foreign to our religion, just as uneducated
persons find them foreign to their own notions. But, in fact, it is not so.

12 | Ibid-2:36

The same circumstance, prevalence of sadness and dullness, was undoubtedly the
direct cause of the interruption of prophecy during the exile: for can there be any
greater misfortune for man than this: to be a slave bought for money in the service of
ighorant and voluptuous masters, and powerless against them as they unite in
themselves the absence of true knowledge and the force of all animal desires? Such an
evil state has been prophesied to us in the words, "They shall run to and fro to seek the
word of God, but shall not find it" (Amos viii. 12); "Her king and her princes are among
the nations, the law is no more, her prophets also find no vision from the Lord" (Lam. ii.
9). This is a real fact, and the cause is evident; the pre-requisites [of prophecy] have
been lost. In the Messianic period--may it soon commence--prophecy will therefore
again be in our midst, as has been promised by God.

13 | Leo Pinsker — Excerpt from Auto-Emancipation

If we would have a secure home, give up our endless life of wandering and rise to the
dignity of a nation in our own eyes and in the eyes of the world, we must, above all, not
dream of restoring ancient Judaea. We must not attach ourselves to the place where
our political life was once violently interrupted and destroyed. The goal of our present
endeavors must be not the "Holy Land," but a land of our own. We need nothing but a
large tract of land for our poor brothers, which shall remain our property and from
which no foreign power can expel us. There we shall take with us the most sacred
possessions which we have saved from the ship-wreck of our former country, the God-
idea and the Bible. It is these alone which have made our old fatherland the Holy Land,
and not Jerusalem or the Jordan. Perhaps the Holy Land will again become ours. If so,
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all the better, but first of all, we must determine -- and this is the crucial point -- what
country is accessible to us, and at the same time adapted to offer the Jews of all lands
who must leave their homes a secure and indisputed refuge, capable of
productivization. We do not overlook the enormous external and internal difficulties
involved in this, which is to be the life-long endeavor of our people. But most difficult of
all will be the attainment of the first and most necessary prerequisite, the national
resolution; for we are, to our sorrow, a stiff-necked people. How readily could
conservative opposition, of which our history has so much to tell, nip such a resolution

in the bud! If it should, then woe to our entire future!
14 | Rav Abraham Isaac Kook: INIY MNIN -PYP 29

Excerpt from “The Land of Israel”, 1910

The land of Israel is not something externalfrom the | ,")¥°N 727 MPN DNIY XIN
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