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hAvRuTa: a Pardes Torah [ Art Encounter Series

Called Up from the Depths

Hadassa Goldvicht and Leon Morris

PART II: Biblioscopia (National Library)

Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael 13:19:1
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(Exodus 13:19) "And Moses took the bones of Joseph
with him": ... And how did Moses know where
Joseph was buried? It was said: Serach the daughter
of Asher was the only one remaining of that
generation, and she showed Moses the grave of
Joseph. She said to him: "In that spot did they place
him! The Egyptians made a metal casket for him and
sank it in the Nile." (Moses) thereupon stood at the
Nile, threw a stone into it, and shouted: "Joseph,
Joseph, the oath that the Holy One Blessed be He
swore to our father Abraham that He would redeem
His children, has come to pass. Accord honor to the
L rd, the G d of Israel, and do not delay our
redemption, for it is on your behalf that we are
delayed. If you reveal yourself, good; if not we are
absolved of your oath (to take your bones with us)"
— whereupon Joseph's casket rose to the surface
and Moses took it.
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