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YOUR TORAH. YOUR JOURNEY.

Pondering the Parsha with Rabbi Jon Leener
Chaye Sarah

1) Genesis 24:61-67

Then Rebekah and her maids arose, mounted the
camels, and followed the man. So the servant took
Rebekah and went his way. Isaac had just come back
from the vicinity of Beer-lahai-roi, for he was settled in
the region of the Negeb. And Isaac went out walking
(meaning of lasuah is uncertain; others translate as “to
meditate”) in the field toward evening and, looking up,
he saw camels approaching. Raising her eyes,
Rebekah saw Isaac. She alighted from the camel and
said to the servant, “Who is that man walking in the
field toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my
master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. The
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.
Isaac then brought her into the tent of his mother
Sarah, and he took Rebekah as his wife. Isaac loved
her, and thus found comfort after his mother’s death.
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Questions:

-> Hagar lives in Beer-lahai-roi, why is that significant in understanding the larger narrative?

- Why did Rebakah fall off her camel when she first saw Isaac?

- What is the significance of Isaac being the first person in the Torah to “love” someone?

- The word “lasuah” has an uncertain meaning. Do you think it makes more sense to mean that Isaac
was walking or meditating?

2) Tractate Brachot 26b

It has been stated: R. Jose son of R. Hanina said: The NN NY'IN 1202 01 20, INAN

Tefillahs were instituted by the Patriarchs. R. Joshua b.
Levi says: The Tefillahs were instituted to replace the
daily sacrifices. It has been taught in accordance with
R. Jose b. Hanina, and it has been taught in
accordance with R. Joshua b. Levi. It has been taught
in accordance with R. Jose b. Hanina: Abraham
instituted the morning Tefillah, as it says, And
Abraham got up early in the morning to the place
where he had stood, and 'standing' means only
prayer, as it says, Then stood up Phineas and prayed.
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2) Tractate Brachot 26b (Continued)
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Isaac instituted the afternoon Tefillah, as it says, And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at eventide, and
'meditation' means only prayer, as it says, A prayer of
the afflicted when he fainteth and poureth out his
meditation before the Lord. Jacob instituted the
evening prayer, as it says, And he lighted upon the
placeand 'pegi'ah' means only prayer, as it says,
Therefore pray not thou for this people neither lift up
prayer nor cry for them, neither make intercession to
Me.

Questions:

- For Abraham, prayer was standing, for Isaac, prayer was meditation, and for Jacob, it was an
encounter — what verb would describe your most authentic form of prayer?

3) Tractate Pesachim 88a

And Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“And many peoples shall go and say: Go and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will
teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths” (Isaiah 2:3)? The
Gemara notes that Jacob is the only Patriarch mentioned and asks: Is
He the God of Jacob and not the God of Abraham and Isaac? Rather,
the verse specifically mentions Jacob to allude to the fact that the
Temple will ultimately be described in the same way that Jacob
referred to it. It will not be referred to as it was referred to by
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Abraham. It is written of him that when he prayed at the location of
the Temple mountain, he called it mount, as it is stated: “As it is said
on this day: On the mount where the Lord is seen” (Genesis 22:14).
And it will not be referred to as it was referred to by Isaac. It is
written of him that he called the location of the Temple field when
he prayed there, as it is stated: “And Isaac went out to meditate in
the field” (Genesis 24:63). Rather, it will be described as it was
referred to by Jacob, who called it house, as it is stated: “And he
called the name of that place Beth-El" (Genesis 28:19), which means
house of God.
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Questions:

- How do you understand this text compared to the previous one?
- How is Abraham'’s life or personality like a mountain? What about Isaac as a field? Jacob as a home?


https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.2.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.22.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.63
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.28.19

4) Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev on Pesachim 88 (above)

The Talmud Pesachim 88 draws attention to NU'WOI VA7 NT 12 N AT D Vil
Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov each using a different NN .NIN VA7 1T IRTI N 1ON N2
simile when trying to condense their concept of God. NINNONNI NANN DR NITN wT7w vy
Avraham saw God in terms of a In, “mountain,” i.e. N'T NIDWNYT DY 0TI I8N0
something far above our level towering above man. 12 02710 NI N7 ' N7 YN Va7

Yitzchok perceived him as nTw, a field, covering huge
expanses of earth, but sharing earth with man.
Yaakov perceived Him as N1, i.e. an intimate term,
viewing God as if He were at home with human
beings. A major difference between Yaakov's concept
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of God and that of his forefathers, is that the former DUOAIYINA ' TV NIDWA D NT 1D

did not view God as being “at home” permanently on NI7 N¥1 NI ' 7V NT7IM ANl

earth, whereas Yaakov did perceive Him as constantly w1 D171 .NO7IV TV ND'7{7N ]aNN

accompanying man, much as a house is the symbol of NI{7'1 IN2N 'D '7VUN 12NN NN 72 7Y

a permanent presence. 2Nl ,'7N N INY NN
Questions:

-> What sort of location/place would best reflect your concept of God? Does it remain the same or
change?



