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YOUR TORAH. YOUR JOURNEY.
Pondering the Parsha with Rabbi Leener

Noah 5784

Rabbinic Judaism is disturbed by Noach’s apathy towards the fate of humankind, wondering why he
never asks God to reverse the decree. Is this a fair criticism of Noach? Afterall, who is man to argue
with God? Does prayer seek to change God's plan?

1) Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev, Kedushat Levi (Parshat Noah)

There are two types of righteous people who worship
God. The first type of righteous person services God
with tremendous fervor, but is isolated from others
and does not try to influence the wicked to also serve
God. Rather, his focus is only that he himself serve
God. The other type of tzaddik not only serves God but
also influences others to serve Him. An example of the
second type of tzaddik is Avraham, who made
converts. It is stated in the writings of the Arizal that
Noach was punished for his failure to reprimand the
wicked of his generation and that he had to therefore
be reincarnated as Moshe. Moshe rectified Noach's sin
by constantly reprimanding the Jewish people...

Let us examine Rashi's commentary, in which he says
that “Noach, too, was among those with little faith.”
How can this be, when the Torah itself testifies that
“Noach was a consummate tzaddik in his generation"?
Moreover, why in fact did Noach not pray to God to
nullify the dreadful decree hanging over the
generation? The answer lies in the above-mentioned
distinction between the two types of tzaddikim who
serve God. One type of tzaddik serves God with no
desire other than to be God's servant. He believes in
his ability that God grants him to direct the upper and
lower worlds as he desires. As our Sages comment on
the verse, “The righteous man will be a ruler over men;
he rules in the fear of God,” “God, as it were, asks:
‘Who rules over Me? and He answers, ‘The righteous.’
God issues a harsh decree, but the righteous can
nullify it for the good of the world. However the
second type of tzaddik who serves God is exceedingly
humble in his own eyes. He thinks in his heart, “Who
am | to pray to nullify a Divine decree?” Therefore, he
does not pray to God to nullify the harsh decree.
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Questions:

- Should Noach be criticized for being the sort of tzaddik he was?
- Would you consider yourself more Noach or Avraham in terms of your own religious practice?

1) Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, Olat Hare’iyah: Tefillah 2:2

The goal of prayer is not to change the

will of God, since God cannot be

subject to change. Instead, the goal is

to be uplifted by the changes that
happen to one during prayer so that
one will be in line with the will of
God...Regardless of the act of
attaining that which the person

praying requested, prayer is in and of
itself a powerful tool in perfecting an

individual. The manifestation of the
request is simply a result of that
transformation. Therefore, each
person praying should understand

that the act of prayer is a miraculous
law of nature that God created in His
world for the purpose of bringing His
creatures to every type of perfection...

It must be made clear: prayer is not
something that influences God,
Heaven forbid.

Questions:
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- Does Rav Kook undermine the previous text?
- How would he view Noach's lack of prayer on behalf of the world?
-> Do you believe in Rav Kook's understanding of prayer?

1) Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, Olat Hare’iyah: Tefillah 2:2

The reason a righteous person can nullify judgments is
that each such decree is issued in a specific universe on
high. The righteous person, however, can create a “new
heaven,” which is a universe where this decree does not
exist. The decree is then automatically annulled.

Questions:
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- How do you understand this text in relation to the previous sources?

= What does a “new heaven” mean?

- What is the value in God creating decrees for us to then nullify them?



