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STUDENT, TEACHER, LEARNER

HOW OUR EDUCATIONAL NARRATIVES SHAPE OUR LIVES

A. Student- Teacher Relationship

Talmud Bava Metzia 85b

Rabbi Hiyya said to Rabbi Hanina: Do you think you can
debate with me? You cannot compare yourself to me, as
| am acting to ensure that the Torah will not be forgotten
by the Jewish people.

Rabbi Hiyya elaborated: What do | do to this end? | go
and sow flax seeds and twine nets with the flax, and
then I hunt deer and feed their meat to orphans. Next |
prepare parchment from their hides and | write the five
books of the Torah on them. I go to a city and teach five
children the five books, one book per child, and | teach
six other children the six orders of the Mishna, and | say
to them: Until | return and come here, read each other
the Torah and teach each other the Mishna. This is how |
act to ensure that the Torah will not be forgotten by the
Jewish people.
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Who is the teacher and who is the student?
Could this be an effective model today?
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teach to others?

What does Rabbi Hiyya understand about education?

What is material or ideas that you are taking from the week of learning that you want to

Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 54b
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Having discussed the importance of reviewing one’s Torah study, the Gemara
relates that Rabbi Perida had a certain student whom he would have to
teach four hundred times, and only then would he learn the material, as he
was incapable of understanding it otherwise. One day they requested Rabbi
Perida’s presence for a mitzva matter after the lesson. Rabbi Perida taught
his student four hundred times as usual, but this time the student did not
successfully learn the material.

Rabbi Perida said to him: What is different now that you are unable to grasp
the lesson? He said to him: From the time that they said to the Master that
there is a mitzva matter for which he is needed, my mind was distracted
from the lesson and every moment | said: Now the Master will get up, now
the Master will get up to go and perform the mitzva and he will not complete
the lesson. Rabbi Perida said to him: Pay attention this time and | will teach
you, and know that | will not leave until you have fully mastered the lesson.
He taught him again an additional four hundred times.

V1IN N7 1IN DINT NTNM
'Y TN RN INALINAT RN
N71 N7 NIN NIXAT NN'71Y2
i

NN NIYW IND NITIND N7 NN
N2 IANT KNVUY N'NTA DY
NIXNT RN7'M NN N9
NNVUY 721 'RNVUT? 'NNON
NNWN N 'K NNWN KI'NN
IMYUT AN N2 IR N IR
V1IN N7 NIN TN )2 NN
[nN] ANt RN

Flmad 1

TD N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org

o

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



Pardesio11o

Institute of Jewish Studies

Closing Session: Student, Teacher, Learner

Nechama Goldman Barash
nechamabarash@gmail.com

Due to the merit of Rabbi Perida’s great devotion to his students, a Divine
Voice emerged and said to him: s it preferable to you that four hundred
years be added to your life, or that you and the rest of your generation will
merit the World-to-Come? He said: | prefer that | and my generation merit
the World-to-Come. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to the angels: Give
him both; he shall live a very long life and he and the rest of his generation
will merit the World-to-Come.

1. The word Perida means separation. What does the teacher’s name already prepare us for?

2. Why is the student unable to learn on this particular day? Think a little more deeply about
the relationship between student and teacher which resembles in many ways the
relationship between parent and child.

3. Was Rabbi Perida at fault and if so, what was the fault?

4. What did he learn about himself that makes him an outstanding educator?

5. We are now getting ready to take our leave of one another. Often there is anxiety about

how to continue learning when class is over. What are some ways that you can alleviate

this “anxiety” and continue learning even without the amazing

Pardes faculty?

Babylonian Talmud Taanit 25a

The Gemara relates a similar incident. Rav happened to come to a certain
place where he decreed a fast but rain did not come.

The prayer leader descended to lead the service before him and recited:
He Who makes the wind blow, and the wind blew. He continued and
said: And Who makes the rain fall, and the rain came. Rav said to him:
What are your good deeds?

He said to him: | am a teacher of children, and | teach the Bible to the
children of the poor as to the children of the rich, and if there is anyone
who cannot pay, | do not take anything from him.

And | have a fishpond, and any child who neglects his studies, | bribe him
with the fish and calm him, and soothe him until he comes and reads.
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1. What kind of educator is the unnamed prayer leader? How does this contrast to Rav who
is the head of the Talmudical academy?

2. What does this story teach us about education?

3. Can you think of ways to bring Torah study into spaces where it is not easily accessible?
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Babylonian Talmud Menachot 29a

§ Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: When Moses ascended on High,
he found the Holy One, Blessed be He, sitting and tying crowns on
the letters of the Torah.

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, who is preventing
You from giving the Torah without these additions? God said to him:
There is a man who is destined to be born after several generations,
and Akiva ben Yosef is his name; he is destined to derive from each
and every thornof these crowns mounds uponmounds
of halakhot. It is for his sake that the crowns must be added to the
letters of the Torah.

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, show him to
me. God said to him: Return behind you. Moses went and sat at the
end of the eighth rowin Rabbi Akiva’s study halland did not
understand what they were saying. Moses’ strength waned, as he
thought his Torah knowledge was deficient.

When Rabbi Akiva arrived atthe discussion of one matter, his
students said to him: My teacher, from where do you derive this?
Rabbi Akiva said to them: It is a halakha transmitted to Moses from
Sinai. When Moses heard this, his mind was put at ease, as this too
was part of the Torah that he was to receive.
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1. | want to suggest that God acts as teacher — educator in this story. How do you see that in

the first part of the story?

2. Why is Moshe, the first teacher of Torah, so threatened by Rabbi Akiba?
3. What puts his mind at ease? How can this be an insight into what helps people find

resilience?

Bamidbar Rabbah 19
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Rabbi Acha in the name of Rabbi Chanina said: At the time when Moses
ascended to the heavenly heights, he heard the voice of the Holy One.
Blessed be He who was sitting and studying the Torah portion of the Red
Heifer and uttering a halakha in the name of the one who spoke of it.
Rabbi Eliezer said a calf is one year old and a cow is two year old.

Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe! May it be Your will that
he (Rabbi Eliezer) would be from my loins.

God said to him: By your life he is from your loins. For so it says in
Scripture...and the name of the other son of Moses was Eliezer...the
same particular name.
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1. God is portrayed here as a student. What does this tell us about God’s relationship to
Torah and those who study it once it descends to the world from Sinai?
2. If you could teach God Torah, what would you choose to teach?
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