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STUDENT, TEACHER, LEARNER 

HOW OUR EDUCATIONAL NARRATIVES SHAPE OUR LIVES 

 

A. Student- Teacher Relationship 

Talmud Bava Metzia 85b 

Rabbi Ḥiyya said to Rabbi Ḥanina: Do you think you can 
debate with me? You cannot compare yourself to me, as 
I am acting to ensure that the Torah will not be forgotten 
by the Jewish people.  

Rabbi Ḥiyya elaborated: What do I do to this end? I go 
and sow flax seeds and twine nets with the flax, and 
then I hunt deer and feed their meat to orphans. Next I 
prepare parchment from their hides and I write the five 
books of the Torah on them. I go to a city and teach five 
children the five books, one book per child, and I teach 
six other children the six orders of the Mishna, and I say 
to them: Until I return and come here, read each other 
the Torah and teach each other the Mishna. This is how I 
act to ensure that the Torah will not be forgotten by the 
Jewish people.  

 העיצמ אבב

 'רל אנינח 'ר היל רמא אייח 'רו אנינח 'ר וצנימ ווה יכ
 הרות אחכתשמ יא ו"ח תיצנימ אק ידיד ידהב אייח
 'רל אייח 'ר היל רמא ילופליפמ הל אנרדהמ לארשימ
 חכתשת אלד הרותל ידבעד תיצנימ אק ידיד ידהב אנינח
  לארשימ

 יבשינ אנלידגו אנתיכ אנידשו אנילזא אנדיבע יאמ
 אתליגמ אנכיראו ימתיל והיירשב אנליכאמו יבט אנדייצו
 השמח אנירקמו אתמל אנקילסו ישמוח השמח אנבתכו
 ירדס אתיש יקוני אתיש אנינתמו ישמוח השמחב יקוני
 ונתאו ידדהא ורקא אניתאו אנרדהד דע והל אנרמאו

  לארשימ חכתשת אלד הרותל הל ידבעו ידדהא

 'ר היל רמא אייח ישעמ םילודג המכ יבר רמאד ונייה
 אבאמ 'יפא ןיא היל רמא רממ 'יפא יסוי 'רב לאעמשי

 לארשיב תאזכ אהת אל ו"ח היל רמא
 

1. What does Rabbi Hiyya understand about education? 
2. Who is the teacher and who is the student? 
3. Could this be an effective model today? 
4. What is material or ideas that you are taking from the week of learning that you want to 

teach to others? 

Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 54b   

Having discussed the importance of reviewing one’s Torah study, the Gemara 
relates that Rabbi Perida had a certain student whom he would have to 
teach four hundred times, and only then would he learn the material, as he 
was incapable of understanding it otherwise. One day they requested Rabbi 
Perida’s presence for a mitzva matter after the lesson. Rabbi Perida taught 
his student four hundred times as usual, but this time the student did not 
successfully learn the material.  

Rabbi Perida said to him: What is different now that you are unable to grasp 
the lesson? He said to him: From the time that they said to the Master that 
there is a mitzva matter for which he is needed, my mind was distracted 
from the lesson and every moment I said: Now the Master will get up, now 
the Master will get up to go and perform the mitzva and he will not complete 
the lesson. Rabbi Perida said to him: Pay attention this time and I will teach 
you, and know that I will not leave until you have fully mastered the lesson. 
He taught him again an additional four hundred times.  

:דנ ןיבורע  

 אוהה היל הוה אדירפ יבר
 עברא היל ינת הוהד אדימלת
 הויעב דח אמוי רמגו ינמיז האמ
 אלו היל אנת הוצמד אתלמל
  רמג

 

 רמא אנש יאמ אנדיאה היל רמא
 היל רמאד אתעש איההדמ היל
 הוצמד אתלימ אכיא רמל
 אתעש לכו יאתעדל יאחסא
 אתשה רמ יאק אתשה אנימא
 ךיתעד בה היל רמא רמ יאק
 עברא היל אנת רדה ךיל ינתאו

 ]ינירחא[ ינמיז האמ



Closing Session: Student, Teacher, Learner 
Nechama Goldman Barash 

nechamabarash@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org 

  

2 

Due to the merit of Rabbi Perida’s great devotion to his students, a Divine 
Voice emerged and said to him: Is it preferable to you that four hundred 
years be added to your life, or that you and the rest of your generation will 
merit the World-to-Come? He said: I prefer that I and my generation merit 
the World-to-Come. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to the angels: Give 
him both; he shall live a very long life and he and the rest of his generation 
will merit the World-to-Come. 

 

1. The word Perida means separation. What does the teacher’s name already prepare us for?  
2. Why is the student unable to learn on this particular day? Think a little more deeply about 

the relationship between student and teacher which resembles in many ways the 
relationship between parent and child.  

3. Was Rabbi Perida at fault and if so, what was the fault?  
4. What did he learn about himself that makes him an outstanding educator? 
5. We are now getting ready to take our leave of one another. Often there is anxiety about 

how to continue learning when class is over. What are some ways that you can alleviate 
this “anxiety” and continue learning even without the amazing Pardes faculty? 

 

Babylonian Talmud Taanit 25a 
The Gemara relates a similar incident. Rav happened to come to a certain 
place where he decreed a fast but rain did not come.  
The prayer leader descended to lead the service before him and recited: 
He Who makes the wind blow, and the wind blew. He continued and 
said: And Who makes the rain fall, and the rain came. Rav said to him: 
What are your good deeds?  
He said to him: I am a teacher of children, and I teach the Bible to the 
children of the poor as to the children of the rich, and if there is anyone 
who cannot pay, I do not take anything from him.  
And I have a fishpond, and any child who neglects his studies, I bribe him 
with the fish and calm him, and soothe him until he comes and reads. 

.הכ תינעת  
 רזג ,ארתא אוההל עלקיא בר
 תיחנ .ארטימ אתא אלו אתינעת
 בישמ רמא ,ארובצד אחילש הימק
 - םשגה דירומ רמא ,אקיז בשנו חורה
 ?ךדבוע יאמ :היל רמא ,ארטימ אתאו
 אנא יקדרד ירקימ :היל רמא -
 לכו ,יריתע ינבכ יינע ינבל אנירקמו
 הינימ אנילקש אל היל רשפא אלד
 ןאמ לכו ,ירווכד אריפ יל תיאו .ידימ
 ,והיינימ היל אנידחשמ - עשפד
 דע ,היל ןניסייפמו ,היל ןנירדסמו

ירקו יתאד . 
 

1. What kind of educator is the unnamed prayer leader? How does this contrast to Rav who 
is the head of the Talmudical academy?  

2. What does this story teach us about education? 
3. Can you think of ways to bring Torah study into spaces where it is not easily accessible? 
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B. God as Teacher Student and Learner 

Babylonian Talmud Menachot 29a 
§ Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: When Moses ascended on High, 
he found the Holy One, Blessed be He, sitting and tying crowns on 
the letters of the Torah.  
Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, who is preventing 
You from giving the Torah without these additions? God said to him: 
There is a man who is destined to be born after several generations, 
and Akiva ben Yosef is his name; he is destined to derive from each 
and every thorn of these crowns mounds uponmounds 
of halakhot. It is for his sake that the crowns must be added to the 
letters of the Torah.  
Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, show him to 
me. God said to him: Return behind you. Moses went and sat at the 
end of the eighth row in Rabbi Akiva’s study hall and did not 
understand what they were saying. Moses’ strength waned, as he 
thought his Torah knowledge was deficient.  
When Rabbi Akiva arrived at the discussion of one matter, his 
students said to him: My teacher, from where do you derive this? 
Rabbi Akiva said to them: It is a halakha transmitted to Moses from 
Sinai. When Moses heard this, his mind was put at ease, as this too 
was part of the Torah that he was to receive.  

 .טכ תוחנמ
 השמ הלעש העשב :בר רמא הדוהי בר רמא
 םירתכ רשוקו בשויש ה"בקהל ואצמ ,םורמל
 לע בכעמ ימ ,ע"שבר :וינפל רמא ,תויתואל
 תויהל דיתעש שי דחא םדא :ול רמא ?ךדי

 ,ומש ףסוי ןב אביקעו תורוד המכ ףוסב
 לש ןילית ןילית ץוקו ץוק לכ לע שורדל דיתעש
 רמא ,יל והארה ,ע"שבר :וינפל רמא .תוכלה
 הנומש ףוסב בשיו ךלה .ךרוחאל רוזח :ול

 ששת ,םירמוא ןה המ עדוי היה אלו ,תורוש
 ול ורמא ,דחא רבדל עיגהש ןויכ ;וחכ
 הכלה :ןהל רמא ?ךל ןינמ ,יבר :וידימלת
 ינפל אבו רזח .ותעד הבשייתנ ,יניסמ השמל
 לש ונובר :וינפל רמא ,אוה ךורב שודקה
 ?י"ע הרות ןתונ התאו הזכ םדא ךל שי ,םלוע
 רמא .ינפל הבשחמב הלע ךכ ,קותש :ול רמא
 ,ותרות ינתיארה ,םלוע לש ונובר :וינפל
 רזח .]ךרוחאל[ רוזח :ול רמא ,ורכש ינארה
 רמא ,ןילוקמב ורשב ןילקושש האר ,וירוחאל
 :ל"א ?הרכש וזו הרות וז ,ע"שבר :וינפל

 .ינפל הבשחמב הלע ךכ ,קותש
 

1. I want to suggest that God acts as teacher – educator in this story. How do you see that in 
the first part of the story? 

2. Why is Moshe, the first teacher of Torah, so threatened by Rabbi Akiba?  
3. What puts his mind at ease? How can this be an insight into what helps people find 

resilience? 

Bamidbar Rabbah 19 
Rabbi Acha in the name of Rabbi Chanina said: At the time when Moses 
ascended to the heavenly heights, he heard the voice of the Holy One. 
Blessed be He who was sitting and studying the Torah portion of the Red 
Heifer and uttering a halakha in the name of the one who spoke of it. 
Rabbi Eliezer said a calf is one year old and a cow is two year old. 
Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe! May it be Your will that 
he (Rabbi Eliezer) would be from my loins. 
God said to him: By your life he is from your loins. For so it says in 
Scripture…and the name of the other son of Moses was Eliezer…the 
same particular name. 

 טי תשרפ הבר רבדמב
 העָשָׁבְּ רמַאָ אנָינִחֲ יבִּרַ םשֵׁבְּ אחָאַ יבִּרַ

 לשֶׁ וֹלוֹק עמַשָׁ ,םוֹרמָּלַ השֶׁמ הלָעָשֶׁ
 קסֵוֹעוְ בשֵׁוֹיּשֶׁ אוּה �וּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
 םשֵׁבְּ הכָלָהֲ רמֵוֹאוְ המָּדֻאֲ הרָפָּ תשַׁרָפָבְּ
 תבַּ הלָגְעֶ רמֵוֹא רזֶעֶילִאֱ יבִּרַ ,הּרָמְוֹא
 ןוֹבּרִ וינָפָלְ רמַאָ .םיִתַּשְׁ תבַּ הרָפָוּ הּתָנָשְׁ
 רמַאָ ,יצַלָחֲמֵ אהֵיְשֶׁ ןוֹצרָ יהִיְ םימִלָוֹעהָ
 אוּה אדָהֲ ,�יצֶלָחֲמֵ אוּהשֶׁ �ייֶּחַ וֹל
 דחָאֶהָ םשֵׁוְ :(ד ,חי תומש) ביתִכְדִּ
 .דחָֻימְהַ וֹתוֹא םשֵׁ ,רזֶעֶילִאֱ

 

1. God is portrayed here as a student. What does this tell us about God’s relationship to 
Torah and those who study it once it descends to the world from Sinai? 

2. If you could teach God Torah, what would you choose to teach? 

 


