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Not To Be Alone: Lessons From The Pandemic 

Yishai Ribo: Lyrics for Keter Melucha (Crown of Sovereignity) 

Stanza One 

Between the Torah portions of Teruma and 
Tetzave, [February 29-March 7,, 2020] 
A somewhat strange birthday 
Everything seems normal here 
Stage, crowds and love 

 הווצתל המורת ןיב
 
 הנושמ תצק תדלוה םוי

 הרואכל ןאכ ליגר לכה
 הבהאו להק המב

Between the Torah portions of Tetzave and Ki 
Tissa [March 6-March 13, 2020]] 
Esther, Purim, feasting, merrymaking 
Who shall stay home and who shall travel 
And who will bear the consequence? 

אשית יכל הווצת ןיב  
החמש התשמ  םירופ רתסא   

 
עסי ימו הנחי ימ   

האצותב אשי ימו  
 

Between the Torah portions of Ki Tissa and 
Vayakhel [March 14-March21, 2020] 
The world stops congregating 
Goes quiet, locks itself in 
Ishmael [Muslims], Edom[Christians] and Israel 

 להקיול אשית יכ ןיב
 להקתהל קיספמ םלוע
 
 רגתסהל קתתשהל
 לארשיו םודא לעמשי

 
Between the Torah portions of Vayakhel and 
Pekudei [March 21] 
Not a person in the city or the country 
Not a soul left to talk to 
The Tower of Babel again confused 

 
ידוקפל להקיו ןיב  
הדשבו ריעב שיא ןיא  

רבכ   ןיא   לומ   להנתהל ימ  
לבב לדגמ   לבלבתמ בוש  

 
 

Chorus 
And what do You want us to understand from 
this? 
How to keep away yet draw close in this pain 
I want to live You and not be alone 
And what do you want us to learn from this? 
And can we come together in this separation 
Until we give You a crown of sovereignty, a 
crown of sovereignty 

 ]ןומזפ]
 
 הזמ ןיבנש הצור התא המו

 הזה באכב םיברקתמו םיקחרתמ ךיא
 דבל תויהל אלו ךתוא תויחל הצור
 הזמ דמלנש הצור התא המו
 הזה דורפב דחאתהל עדנ ךיאו

 הכולמ רתכ ,הכולמ רתכ ךל ןתינש דע

 

Stanza 2 

Between the Torah portions of Pekudei and 
Vayikra [March 21-28, 2020] 
We are all in the same boat 
“Spring’s arrived Passover’s come” (a line from 
a popular children’s song) 
And with it, comes great hope 

 ]2 תיב[
 ארקיול ידוקפ ןיב
 הריס התואב ונלוכ
 אב חספ עיגה ביבא
 
 הבר הווקת ותיאו
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That You will tear up the evil decree 
Come, my Beloved, to greet the bride (Taken 
from the prayer Lecha Dodi said Friday night 
We have no more strength 
To cope, to fight 

 הריזגה עור תא ערקתש
 
 הלכ תארקל ידוד הכל
 רתוי תוחוכ ונל ןיא רבכ
 םחלהל דדומתהל
 

 

Chorus 
And what do You want us to understand from 
this? 
How to keep away yet draw close in this pain 
I want to live You and not be alone 
And what do you want us to learn from this? 
And can we come together in this separation 
Until we give You a crown of sovereignty, a 
crown of sovereignty 
 Chorus repeats 
And what do You want us to understand from 
this? 
How to keep away yet draw close in this pain 
I want to live You and not be alone 
And what do you want us to learn from this? 
And can we come together in this separation 
Hear O Israel the Lord is God the Lord is One                    

 
 ]ןומזפ[
 הזמ ןיבנש הצור התא המו

 הזה באכב םיברקתמו םיקחרתמ ךיא
 דבל תויהל אלו ךתוא תויחל הצור
 הזמ דמלנש הצור התא המו
 הזה דורפב דחאתהל עדנ ךיאו

 הכולמ רתכ ,הכולמ רתכ ךל ןתינש דע
 
 
 
 
 הזמ ןיבנש הצור התא המו

 הזה באכב םיברקתמו םיקחרתמ ךיא
 דבל תויהל אלו ךתוא תויחל הצור
 הזמ דמלנש הצור התא המו
 הזה דורפב דחאתהל עדנ ךיאו

 דחא 'ה וניקלא 'ה לארשי עמש
Last Stanza 

Between the month of Adar and Nissan 
The die was cast – that is fate 
It is said this is the time 
When chance can be defeated 

 ןסינ ןיבל רדא ןיב
 לרוגה הז רופ לפנ
 לגוסמש ןמז הז םירמוא
 לזמה חצנל

 

Questions for Discussion: 

• What comes up for you during this clip? 
• What images touch you?  
• How does the video both reflect the particular and the universal? 

What might it mean to “live You and not to be alone? 
• How could you explain Keter Melucha or the crown of sovereignty? 
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Nechama’s Sources 

Light in the Darkness: Where Might We Find God? 

Bereishit Rabbah 11:2 
As soon as the sun set on the night of the Sabbath [i.e. Friday 
evening], the Holy One, blessed be He, wished to hide the light, 
but He showed honor to the Sabbath; hence it is written, AND 
GOD BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY: wherewith did He bless it? With 
light. …  
R. Levi said in the name of the son of Nezirah: That light 
functioned thirty-six hours, twelve on the eve of the Sabbath [i.e. 
Friday], twelve during the night of the Sabbath, and twelve on the 
Sabbath [day].  
When the sun sank at the termination of the Sabbath, darkness 
began to set in. Adam was terrified [thinking] “surely the darkness 
shall envelop me” (Psalms 89:11) Shall he of whom it was written –
“he shall strike at your head” (Gen. 3:15) [the serpent in the Eden 
story] now come to attack me!  
What did the Lord do for him? He made him find two flints, which 
he struck against each other. Light came forth and he said a 
blessing over it. Hence it is written – “but the night was light about 
me – Ba'adeni” (Psalms ib.) i.e. the night was light in my Eden. 
What did he bless? Blessed is God who creates the lights of fire. 

 תשרפ )אנליו( הבר תישארב
  אי השרפ תישארב
 
 יעיבשה םוי תא םיהלא ךרביו ב
 רמא אריעז יבר םשב יול 'ר ... ,'וגו
 ,הרואה התוא השמיש תועש ו"ל

 ב"יו ,תבש ברע לש רשע םינש
 ןויכ ,תבש לש ב"יו תבש יליל לש
 ליחתה ש"מב המחה העקשש
 םדא אריתנו אבו שמשממ ךשוחה
 )טלק םילהת( רמאנש ,ןושארה
 רוא הלילו ינפושי ךשח ךא רמואו

 ךפושי אוה וב בותכש ותוא ,ינדעב
 אב בקע ונפושת התאו שאר
 ךורב שודקה השע המ ,יל גוודזהל
 ןשיקהו ,םיפער ינש ול ןמיז אוה
 ,הילע ךריבו רוא ןהמ אציו הזל הז

 הלילו )�ט"לק םילהת/ םש( ד"הה
 ארוב הילע ךריב המ ,ינדעב רוא
 .שאה ירואמ

Questions for Discussion: 

• What happens when Adam experiences darkness for the first time? 
• What is he afraid of? 
• How does God help Adam overcome his fear? 
• What is Adam’s blessing (which we say in Havadala)? 
• How does this reflect relationship with God in looking for light in the darkness? 

B. Talmud Avoda Zara 8a 
Kalanda is the eight days after the winter 
solstice, and Saturna is eight days beforehand.  
The Rabbis taught: As Adam [created in Tishrei] 
noticed [during the first three months of his 
life] how the days slowly became shorter and 
shorter - He said: Woe to me, because of my sin 
[in the Garden of Eden] the world is getting 
darker [as soon there would be no more light] 
and will return to an unformed void - and this 
must be my 'death sentence'.  [Instead of 
accepting this imminent fate, Adam overcame 
his depression] and took upon himself to fast, 
pray and repent. 
 After eight days, Adam noticed that the days 
indeed had begun to lengthen.  Realizing that 

  א דומע ח ףד הרז הדובע תכסמ ילבב דומלת
 
 רחא םימי 'ח - אדנלק :אבר רב ןנח בר רמא .'מג

 רוחא :ךנמיסו ,הפוקת ינפל םימי 'ח - ארונרטס ,הפוקת
 םוי ןושארה םדא הארש יפל :ר"ת .'וגו ינתרצ םדקו

 יתחרסש ליבשב אמש ,יל יוא :רמא ,ךלוהו טעמתמש
 התימ איה וזו ,והובו והותל רזוחו ידעב ךושח םלוע
 תינעתב םימי 'ח בשיו דמע ,םימשה ןמ ילע הסנקנש
 ךיראמש םוי הארו תבט תפוקת הארש ןויכ ,]הלפתבו[
 הנומש השעו ךלה ,אוה םלוע לש וגהנמ :רמא ,ךלוהו
 םימי ולאלו ולאל ןאשע תרחאה הנשל ,םיבוט םימי

 תדובע םשל םועבק םהו ,םימש םשל םעבק אוה ,םיבוט
 יטוז ימוי ,םלועה ארבנ ירשתב :ד"מל אמלשב .םיבכוכ
 ארבנ ןסינב :ד"מל אלא ;אזח אל יתכא יכירא ימוי ,אזח
 יטוז ]יוהד[ �יכירא ימויו יטוז ימוי היל אזח אה ,םלועה
 ןויכ ,ןושארה םדא וב ארבנש םוי :ר"ת .אזח אל יאה ילוכ
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this is the way of the world, he made a 
celebration for eight days [giving thanksgiving 
to the Almighty].  The next year, he made these 
days holidays.  He [Adam] had good intentions 
[when making these holidays; however] they 
[his offspring] turned them into holidays of idol 
worship"  

 יתחרסש ליבשבש ,יל יוא :רמא ,המח וילע העקשש
 התימ איה וזו ,והובו והותל םלוע רוזחיו ידעב ךושח םלוע
 לכ הכובו ]תינעתב[ בשוי היה ,םימשה ןמ ילע הסנקנש
 :רמא ,רחשה דומע הלעש ןויכ ,ודגנכ הכוב הוחו הלילה
 ןימדוק וינרקש רוש בירקהו דמע ,אוה םלוע לש וגהנמ
 .סירפמ ןירקמ רפ רושמ 'הל בטיתו :רמאנש ,ויתוסרפל

 
 Questions for Discussion: 

• This Talmudic source also describes Adam’s response to darkness. 
• What is Adam’s initial response to the day’s getting shorter and night’s longer? 

What does he try to do to overturn what he thinks is the world ending? 
• How does that response tie to the first source we learned above? 
• What does he realize as the days begin to slowly lengthen? 
• How does this realization give him strength? 
• Where is God in this source? 
• What message can we take from this into the pandemic? 

 

Leon’s Sources 

Megilla 23b 

MISHNA: One does not recite the introductory 
prayers and blessing [poresin] before Shema; 
nor does one pass before the ark to repeat the 
Amida prayer; nor do the priests lift their 
hands to recite the Priestly Benediction; nor is 
the Torah read in public; nor does one 
conclude with a reading from the Prophets 
[haftara] in the presence of fewer than ten 
men. 
 
And one does not observe the practice of 
standing up and sitting down for the delivery 
of eulogies at a funeral service; nor does one 
recite the mourners’ blessing or comfort 
mourners in two lines after the funeral; or 
recite the bridegrooms’ blessing; and one does 
not invite others to recite Grace after Meals, 
i.e., conduct a zimmun, with the name of God, 
with fewer than ten men present. If one 
consecrated land and now wishes to redeem it, 
the land must be assessed by nine men and 
one priest, for a total of ten. And similarly, 
assessing the value of a person who has 
pledged his own value to the Temple must be 
undertaken by ten people, one of whom must 
be a priest 

 ׳ד:ב ג״כ הליגמ

 ןיאֵוְ הבָיתֵּהַ ינֵפְלִ ןירִבְוֹע ןיאֵוְ עמַשְׁ לעַ ןיסִרְוֹפּ ןיאֵ ׳ינִתְמַ
 איבִנָּבַּ ןירִיטִפְמַ ןיאֵוְ הרָוֹתבְּ ןירִוֹק ןיאֵוְ םהֶיפֵּכַּ תאֶ ןיאִשְׂוֹנ
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 םילִבֵאֲ תכַּרְבִּ םירִמְוֹא ןיאֵוְ בשָׁוֹמוּ דמָעֲמַ ןישִׂוֹע ןיאֵוְ
 תוֹחפָּ םשֶׂבֹּ ןינִמְּזַמְ ןיאֵוְ םינִתָחֲ תכַּרְבִוּ םילִבֵאֲ ימֵוּחנְתַוְ

 :ןהֶבָּ אצֵוֹיּכַּ םדָאָוְ ןהֵכֹוְ העָשְׁתִּ תוֹעקָרְקַבְוּ הרָשָׂעֲמֵ
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Megilla 23b 

GEMARA: The Gemara asks: From where are 
these matters, i.e., that ten people are needed 
in each of these cases, derived? Rabbi Ḥiyya 
bar Abba said that Rabbi Yoḥanan said: It is as 
the verse states: “And I shall be hallowed 
among the children of Israel” (Leviticus 22:32), 
which indicates that any expression of sanctity 
may not be recited in a quorum of fewer than 
ten men.  

The Gemara asks: From where in the verse may 
this be inferred? The Gemara responds that it 
must be understood as Rabbi Ḥiyya taught: It is 
inferred by means of a verbal analogy [gezera 
shava] between the words “among,” “among.” 
Here, it is written: “And I shall be hallowed 
among the children of Israel,” and there, with 
regard to Korah’s congregation, it is written 
“Separate yourselves from among this 
congregation” (Numbers 16:21). Just as with 
regard to Korah the reference is to ten men, so 
too, the name of God is to be hallowed in a 
quorum of ten men.  

The connotation of ten associated with the 
word “among” in the portion of Korah is, in 
turn, inferred by means of another verbal 
analogy between the word “congregation” 
written there and the word “congregation” 
written in reference to the ten spies who 
slandered Eretz Yisrael, as it is written there: 
“How long shall I bear with this evil 
congregation?” (Numbers 14:27). 
Consequently, just as there, in the case of the 
spies, it was a congregation of ten people, as 
there were twelve spies altogether, and Joshua 
and Caleb were not included in the evil 
congregation, so too, here, in the case of 
Korah, the reference is to a congregation of ten 
people. The first several items mentioned in the 
mishna are expressions of sanctity, and they 
consequently require a quorum of ten. 

 :גכ הליגמ

 ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ רמַאָ אבָּאַ רבַּ אייָּחִ יבִּרַ רמַאָ ילֵּימִ ינֵהָ אנָמְ ׳מָגְּ
 רבָדָּ לכׇּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּ ¤וֹתבְּ יתִּשְׁדַּקְנִוְ ארָקְ רמַאָדְּ

  הרָשָׂעֲמֵ תוֹחפָּ אהֵיְ אֹל השָּׁוּדקְבִּשֶׁ

 

 

 

 אכָהָ ביתִכְּ ¤וֹתּ ¤וֹתּ איָתְאָ אייָּחִ יבִּרַ ינֵתָדְּ עמַשְׁמַ יאמַ
 ¤וֹתּמִ וּלדְבָּהִ םתָהָ ביתִכְוּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּ ¤וֹתבְּ יתִּשְׁדַּקְנִוְ

  הדָעֵהָ

 

 

 

 

 

 העָרָהָ הדָעֵלָ יתַמָ דעַ םתָהָ ביתִכְדִּ הדָעֵ הדָעֵ איָתְאָוְ
  :הרָשָׂעֲ ןאכָּ ףאַ הרָשָׂעֲ ןלָּהַלְ המָ תאֹזּהַ
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 בל :בכ ארקיו
 ינֵבְּ ¤וֹתבְּ יתִּשְׁדַּקְנִוְ ישִׁדְקָ םשֵׁ־תאֶ וּללְּחַתְ אֹלוְ
 :םכֶשְׁדִּקַמְ 'ה ינִאֲ לאֵרָשְׂיִ

 

Lev. 22:32 
Neither shall you profane my holy name; but I will 
be hallowed among the people of Israel; I am the 
Lord who hallows you. 
 

 אכ :זט רבדמב
 :עגַרָכְּ םתָאֹ הלֶּכַאֲוַ תאֹזּהַ הדָעֵהָ ¤וֹתּמִ וּלדְבָּהִ

Numbers 16:21 
Separate yourselves from among this 
congregation, that I may consume them in a 
moment. 
 

 זכ :די רבדמב
 ילָעָ םינִילִּמַ המָּהֵ רשֶׁאֲ תאֹזּהַ העָרָהָ הדָעֵלָ יתַמָ־דעַ
 ילַעָ םינִילִּמַ המָּהֵ רשֶׁאֲ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּ תוֹנּלֻתְּ־תאֶ
 :יתִּעְמָשָׁ

 

Numbers 14:27 
How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, 
which murmur against me? I have heard the 
murmurings of the people of Israel, which they 
murmur against me. 

 
 
How the double gezera shava works: 

1. God is sanctified among the Children of Israel. 
2. The word among occurs alongside the word congregation (with reference to Korach and his 

followers). 
3. Congregation means ten (as referenced by the scouts who bring back the discouraging 

report). 
4. Therefore, God is sanctified among ten. 

 

Berachot 6B 
 

 R. Johanan says: Whenever the Holy 
One, blessed be He, comes into a Synagogue 
and does not find ten persons there, He 
becomes angry at once. For it is said: "Why, 
when I came, was there no man? When I 
called, why was there none to answer?" 
(Isaiah 50) 

 :ו תוכרב
 תסנכה תיבב אב אוה ךורב שודקהש העשב :ןנחוי יבר רמא
 )'נ והיעשי( :רמאנש ,סעוכ אוה דימ - הרשע הב אצמ אלו

 .הנוע ןיאו יתארק שיא ןיאו יתאב עודמ
 

Questions for Discussion: 

• In the imagination reflected in this aggadah, what is God looking for when visiting a 
synagogue? 

• What is the significance of God coming to the synagogue as opposed to the prayers offered 
there being elevated to heaven? 

• What is the basis for God using the quote from Isaiah, when there may indeed be 9, 8 or 7 
people in the synagogue?  How is the lack of a minyan the equivalent of “none to answer”? 
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
The sequence of parashot that begins with Terumah, and continues Tetzaveh, Ki Tissa, Vayakhel 
and Pekudei, is puzzling in many ways. First, it outlines the construction of the Tabernacle 
(Mishkan), the portable House of Worship the Israelites built and carried with them through the 
desert, in exhaustive and exhausting detail. The narrative takes almost the whole of the last 
third of the book of Exodus. Why so long? Why such detail? The Tabernacle was, after all, only a 
temporary home for the Divine Presence, eventually superseded by the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Besides which, why is the making of the Mishkan in the book of Exodus at all? Its natural place 
seems to be in the book of Vayikra, which is overwhelmingly devoted to an account of the 
service of the Mishkan and the sacrifices that were offered there. The book of Exodus, by 
contrast, could be subtitled, “the birth of a nation”. It is about the transition of the Israelites 
from a family to a people and their journey from slavery to freedom. It rises to a climax with the 
covenant made between God and the people at Mount Sinai. What has the Tabernacle to do 
with this? It seems an odd way to end the book. 
 
The answer, it seems to me, is profound. First, recall the history of the Israelites until now. It has 
been a long series of complaints. They complained when the first intervention by Moses made 
their situation worse. Then, at the Red Sea, they said to Moses: “Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing 
us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It 
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” (Ex. 14:11-12). 
After crossing the sea they continued to complain, first about the lack of water, then that the 
water was bitter, then at the lack of food, then again about the lack of water. Then, within 
weeks of the revelation at Sinai – the only time in history God appeared to an entire nation – 
they made a Golden Calf. If an unprecedented sequence of miracles cannot bring about a 
mature response on the part of the people, what will? 
 
It is then that God said: Let them build something together. This simple command transformed 
the Israelites. During the whole construction of the Tabernacle there were no complaints. The 
entire people contributed –  some gold, silver, or bronze, some brought skins and drapes, others 
gave their time and skill. They gave so much that Moses had to order them to stop. A 
remarkable proposition is being framed here: It is not what God does for us that transforms us. 
It is what we do for God. 
… 
The building of the Tabernacle was the first great project the Israelites undertook together. It 
involved their generosity and skill. It gave them the chance to give back to God a little of what 
He had given them. It conferred on them the dignity of labour and creative endeavour. It 
brought to closure their birth as a nation and it symbolised the challenge of the future. The 
society they were summoned to create in the land of Israel would be one in which everyone 
would play their part. It was to become – in the phrase I have used as the title of one of my 
books – “the home we build together.” 

Questions for Discussion: 

• What are the contemporary parallels – actual or aspirational --  to the Tabernacle with 
regard to a “home we build together”? 

• How might massive shared projects impact our Jewish community, Israel, America, and the 
larger world? 
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Final Thoughts: 

Berakhot 3a 
And Elijah said to me: My son, what sound did you hear 
when you were in this ruin? 
And I said to him; I heard a heavenly voice that was cooing 
like a dove and she was saying:  
Woe to the Me because I destroyed my house  
and burned my temple  
and exiled my son among the nations of the world. 
And he said to me: By your life! It is not only at this 
moment that she says this but she coos three times   a day 
 And not only this  
but at the time that the people of Israel do the Will of God  
and enter the synagogues and houses of study  
and answer Amen, May His Great Name Be Blessed,  
the Holy One Blessed be He shakes his head and says and 
says  
Fortunate is the king who is praised in his house.  
Woe to the sons who have been exiled from their father’s 
table. 

 .ג תוכרב
 
  וז הברוחב תעמש לוק המ ינב יל רמאו
  הנויכ תמהנמש לוק תב יתעמש ול יתרמאו
 יתברחה םהיתונועבש םינבל יוא תרמואו

 ןיבל םיתילגהו ילכיה תא יתפרשו יתיב תא
  תומואה
 דבלב וז העש אל ךשאר ייחו ךייח יל רמאו

 םימעפ שלש םויו םוי לכב אלא ךכ תרמוא
  ךכ תרמוא
  דבלב וז אלו

 תויסנכ יתבל ןיסנכנ לארשיש העשב אלא
 לודגה הימש אהי ןינועו תושרדמ יתבלו

  ךרובמ
 ךלמה ירשא רמואו ושאר ענענמ ה"בקה
 באל ול המ ךכ ותיבב ותוא ןיסלקמש
  וינב תא הלגהש

   :םהיבא ןחלוש לעמ ולגש םינבל םהל יואו
 

 


