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Intellectual Resilience and the Courage to Doubt

Truth above, truths below
1. Bereishit Rabba 8:5

NNIaNI DML 0N NIWN 1R 1PV, [IWRIN DTN DR NIRIA? N"2pn NAw nuwa |Ino 1"N
TON,IpPW1 DI7WI TX 1¥291 NARITON T'Nn K12 DNAIN DNNAIEL,RI1AY 7R DNNIK DN, NN
LIPTY NWIY RINY RI2INIR PTY,DNPY 1712w K12 IR 1IN NARIE,DTON 7013 KINY 12NN
,ANIN NANR 17WN1 700 YR 12"7W01 NNRR 701 0"apn nwy nn ,nbobp N*2127 K1 2X NIK DIZY
[N NNN NUN 172 NTDJ'DYZR D'OIN NTAN NNK DR D'MY21VN 127 0"2pn 1297 NN RN NNR
.NNXN YIRA NAN 2MAT RIN KT LYIND

R. Simon said: When the Holy One, blessed be G-d, came to create Adam, the ministering
angels formed themselves into groups and parties, some of them saying, ‘Let him be
created,” while others urged, ‘let him not be created.” As it is written, "Lovingkindness and
truth met, justice and peace kissed." Lovingkindness said, ‘Let him be created, because he
will dispense acts of lovingkindness’; Truth said, ‘Let him not be created, because he full of
lies’; Justice said, ' Let him be created, because he will perform acts of justice’; Peace said,
‘Let him not be created, because he is full of strife."” What did G-d do? G-d held Truth and
cast it to the ground, as it is written, "and truth will be sent to the earth." The ministering
angels said before the Holy One, "Sovereign of the Universe! Why do you despise Thy seal?
Let Truth arise from the earth!" Hence it is written, "Let truth spring up from the earth."

2. Samuell 12-17
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As she kept on praying before the L-rd, Eli watched her mouth. Now Hannah was praying
in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard. So Eli thought she was
drunk. Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober up!”
And Hannah replied, “Oh no, my lord! | am a very unhappy woman. | have drunk no wine
or other strong drink, but | have been pouring out my heart to the L-rd. Do not take your
maidservant for a worthless woman; | have only been speaking all this time out of my
great anguish and distress.” “Then go in peace,” said Eli, “and may the G-d of Israel grant
you what you have asked of Him.”



Pardes Learning Seminar — Daniel Taub danieltaub2001@hotmail.com

3. Kol Eliyahu, Vilna Gaon on Samuel

%V 779NN7 |2wN7 — K10 IRINY 7W Npun 1IN — NN NRIWNRAW 1aion (T",K) 78N 1902
199 ."7"un 721 NN NN [N2NWN M TU" U 0% K ,unwt n2ipw Han %2ann nnant, A
,OMINI DMIND N7 78W TN (91N NANINA NINY U DR IWKRD, K a0 wina

"(.MaY" Nva nw 1N Mpy 1ni71) "Nwa" Nwa? Dipna KInEIXXINN 12 0 NI

In the Book of Samuel it is told that when Hannah, the barren mother of Samuel the
prophet, came to the Tabernacle to pray for a son, and prayed greatly without her voice
being heard, Eli said to her: How long will you drink excessively, put your wine away from
yourself. The Vilna Gaon explains that when Eli saw that Hannah was behaving strangely
he asked for an explanation about her from the Urim and Tumim, and the letters heh, kaf,
resh and shin lit up, but he, instead of interpreting this as "ke-Sarah", who was also barren,

interpreted it as "shikorah", drunken.
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— ’ /
L Y L s 1/ ) 7
ey o v0s WNEY ok p
- 'J“(\_fg /," ‘l! ) £ (R Lel SR IS 'y -
% t ’."// IR 0> 1%nap
b £ T3k n'pn o
ST 1( I'l 3
{ ek ESRRIE AT A UL

["oxa 23K 1131 9130 = pND ‘npa apIa s
5 3 18

5

~ign  Apan RUA ND1TRY Alwn R OR3P AR APOIEN WhD pp7nEl 27230 nTINY
L177123 20ARD2 091307
S

X*737 701an Wng ©Yx ' AWITKT 377 apnp nPYND 7IN3 WEAT AIITY ATPIA At L2

2P0 NN _AIntes
)

[337977100 27900 W NITIA ACDSY 21727 1107802 NI aY apsn pvnt e
.427Pnen 02X PR3 1PV

A¥INT iEn A% PDNPRT Nk MY A1V PIYD APTIN KIA AIWIAN AR RIMIAY 1PIXC PT84

NES
L,07TIPDI 1797 TIAN MIRSnR 53103 20PR KD 49233 Pan°
~1@IRIT OYDNN2 NIDTIT 10 APIN PN .6
L30T ey APV WK
LNIPINY @ 0PY1 B7I7Y OYKREI31 KIIN0D XIDK .12
LA07WT P3TEIILN WIRY PIN-TIR NPT 41101 AI31An .3
20D NPYND MTEA VS 1INKY 72 LT

SnKB A137 D19AY 9137 KIAY WD NPYAD YT “RINID £OI0™3 Man KAA ATpan mtnt L7
o A
L0923 27T Mrapiap! 13
.8

4327307 .APYND3 0FIEX 020113 YU B22IPNR 027317 TN A7 37207 KW WD 1039 93
ox PNEA 1737 Y IR PRDY 1ok ‘e 1ty pa o tox *9% X210} TOND KPYND NNaDD3 Avan
L7IKTD A%9ID X7 IN0ATAY 1npTY

L@7x19°D C@eaxk N1 9 @ ,01°2 AYTIAY "age 2723 ATAY o 9Ty 0en

§ ‘
SI0P3 YT AR 13K AY 3T D2IK pUYKRT ARt ‘5 20 nk9pa 1tk 3 aTIRC PR

LWNE NP2NE N130D03 7357 N
L7130 X7 QY 2903 1xe* ATna ‘2 panTm k"2 paY
i LAT3yw NAE0 33BN N8N 103 0170701 NI3IYN D00 ¢ 7N 1
; .PYNEA S20%p M PND APING AI3023 N

i ™ - (o At
2 P S i



https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8_%D7%A9%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%90%D7%9C
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%A0%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A9%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%90%D7%9C_%D7%94%D7%A0%D7%91%D7%99%D7%90
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%94%D7%92%D7%A8%22%D7%90
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9B
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A9
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%94
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Elu ve'elu — truth in stereo
5. Eruvin 13
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After three years of unresolved debate between the schools of Hillel and Shammai , a
heavenly voice emerged and proclaimed: "Both sides opinions are the words of the living
G-d - and the law is according to the school of Hillel."

6. Gittin 1:6
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And Rabbi Evyatar found Elijah the prophet and said to him: What is the Holy One, Blessed
be He, doing now? Elijah said to him: He is currently engaged in studying the episode of
the concubine in Gibeah. Rabbi Evyatar asked him: And what is He saying about it? Elijah
said to him that G-d is saying the following: Evyatar, My son, says this and Yonatan, My
son, says that... Rabbi Evyatar said to him: G-d forbid, is there uncertainty before Heaven?
Doesn’t G-d know what happened? Why does He mention both opinions? Elijah said to
him: Both these and those are the words of the living G-d. The incident occurred in the
following manner: He found a fly in his food and did not take umbrage, and later he found
a hair and took umbrage.

7. Rav Kook, Orot Hakodesh 9:3 — the unity of opposites
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All of the contradictions that are found in different opinions, and all of the negation that at
times can be seen from one group on another, and these contradictions grow them more a
particular opinion takes up a larger place in a person — for one who looks more deeply they
appear as local distances between trees that serve for the benefit of their freshness and
ability to suck nutrients form the ground, that each one should be able to develop fully
and be a unique treasure, a unit comprised of its details, that which proximity would blur
and ruin. And the balanced unity comes only from the midst of this distance...

8. Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind

Night and day are not enemies, nor are hot and cold, summer and winter, male and
female. We need both, often in a shifting or alternating balance.
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Das Zwischenmenschliche - the Truth between us
9. Bamidbar 7:89
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When Moses entered the Holy of Holies, he heard the voice of G-d emerging 'from above
the covering on the ark of the covenant, between the keruvim, and it spoke to him.

10. R. Meir Segal, Imrei Da'at on Teruma
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When scholars discuss words of Torah in a modest way, and each one sees himself as a
student learning from his friend, it is then that truth comes out.... And so beloved are such
wise people like this before the Holy One, that they were set to be the model of the
Cherubim that stood above the Holy Ark in the Holy of Holies.

11. Daniel Kahneman. Thinking fast and slow - on 'adversarial collaboration'

Over seven or eight years we had many discussions, resolved many disagreements, almost
blew up more than once, wrote many drafts, became friends and eventually published a
joint article with a title that tells the story: "Conditions for intuitive expertise; a failure to
disagree."

12. Bava Metzia 84
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Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat went and sat before Rabbi Yohanan. With regard to every matter
that Rabbi Yohanan would say, Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat would say to him: There is a ruling
which is taught in baraita that supports your opinion. Rabbi Yohanan said to him: Are you
comparable to the son of Lakish? In my discussions with the son of Lakish, when | would
state a matter, he would raise twenty-four difficulties against me in an attempt to disprove
my claim, and | would answer him with twenty-four answers, and the halakha by itself
would become broadened and clarified. And yet you say to me: There is a ruling which is
taught in a baraita that supports your opinion. Do | not know that what | say is good? He
tore his clothes and cried: Where are you son of Lakish, where are you son of Lakish!



Pardes Learning Seminar — Daniel Taub danieltaub2001@hotmail.com

13. Pesachim 22B
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Shimon HaAmmassoni, and some say that it was Nehemya HaAmmassoni, would interpret
all occurrences in the Torah of the word 'et' (which indicates the indefinite article and
occurs thousands of times), deriving additional halakhot from each occurrence. Once he
reached the verse: “You shall be in awe of [et] the L-rd your G-d;” (Deuteronomy 10:20),
he withdrew from this method of exposition, as how could one add to G-d Himself? His
students said to him: Rabbi, what will be with all the 'et's that you interpreted until now?
He said to them: Just as | received reward for the interpretation, so | shall receive reward
for my withdrawal from using this method of exposition.

14. Yehuda Amichai The Place Where D'7TIY X 12Y DignD
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And a whisper will be heard in the place
Where the ruined house once stood.


https://yadhanadiv-my.sharepoint.com/Deuteronomy.10.20

