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Rabbi Yohanan said:

What is [the aggadic teaching that can be derived from]
what is written: “Happy is the man who fears always, but
he who hardens his heart shall fall into mischief”
(Proverbs 28:14)?

On account of Kamtza and bar Kamtza Jerusalem was
destroyed.

On account of a rooster and a hen [the place]King’s
Mountain was destroyed.

On account of a shaft from a chariot [the city] Beitar was
destroyed.
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On account of Kamtza and bar Kamtza Jerusalem was
destroyed,

As [there was] a certain man
whose friend [was] Kamtza
and whose enemy [was] bar Kamtza.

He made a feast

He said to his servant:

Go bring me Kamtza.

He went and brought him bar Kamtza.

He came and found him [bar Kamtza] sitting [at the feast].
He said to him.

That man is the enemy of that man.

What do you want here?

Arise and leave!

He [Bar Kamtza] said to him:

Since | have come, let me stay

and I will give you money for whatever | eat and drink.
He said to him: No

He said to him:
I will give you money for half of the feast!

He said to him: No.

He said to him:
I will give you money for the entire feast!

He said to him: No.
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He took him by his hand, stood him up, and took him out.

He said [to himself]:

Since the Sages were sitting there and did not protest learn
from it that they were content. | will go and inform
against them to the king.

He went and said to the emperor:
The Jews have rebelled against you!
He [the emperor] said to him: Who says?

He said to him:
Send them an offering and see whether they sacrifice it.

He went and sent with him a three-year-old calf.

While he was coming, he made a blemish on the upper
lip. And some say on its eyelids, a place where according
to us, it is a blemish, but according to them, it is not a
blemish..

The Sages thought to sacrifice due to peace with the
government.

Rabbi Zekharya ben Avkolas said to them: They will say
blemished animals are sacrificed on the altar!

They thought to kill him so that he would not go and
speak.

Rabbi Zekharya said to them: They will say one who
makes a blemish on sacrificial animals is to be killed!
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Rabbi Yohanan says:

The excessive meekness of Rabbi Zekharya ben Avkolas
destroyed our Temple,

burned our Sanctuary,

and exiled us from our land.
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Sent against them [the Jews] Nero Caesar. ADP NPIINMOY TV
RANNIP R

When he came he shot an arrow to the east and AR5 N ;mv
it came and fell in Jerusalem. To the west and it ,D9%Y 1 H9) NNN
came and fell in Jerusalem. In all four —29yn>
directions of the heavens- it came and fell in ,DOVI11 59) NN
Jerusalem. — DY MNM YIIND
DYWL D9 NNN

He said to a child: Tell me a verse NP YN
He said to him: “And I will lay My vengeance TPIDY Y PIDY
upon Edom by the hand of My people Israel” (TP NN
(Ezekiel 25:14). +N2 INPI+
He [Nero] said: The Holy One, Blessed be He, NI DY 1 DITNI NP NN ’”ﬂ;:
wishes to destroy His Temple, and He wishes to .
wipe his hands with that man! I >AINY YA XN A1 RYTIP
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He fled and became a convert, and ultimately

Rabbi Meir descended from him. ,IINY DINY PIY
2017 PPN PN

Sent against them Vespasian Caesar. QDR DNVDIONI NV PITY
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He came and laid siege for three years. 53 THT NHY A8

There were there these three wealthy people: .PNY NN MR DA NN
Nakdimon ben Guryon, 032 TR
Ben Kalba Savua, BURIZR bRy
and Ben Tzitzit HaKesat. 7 NN TPXOY 1)
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Nakdimon ben Guryon because the sun pierced muv]: ﬂm],b]mp;w
[nakad] on his behalf,
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Ben Kalba Savua because anyone who entered M5 D3N FoV
his house when he was hungry as a dog [kelev] 3753 297 NINWI
would leave satiated [save a]. ¥V NINYI N3P
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Ben Tzitzit HaKesat because his ritual fringes MDD 223 9Y NI NN ATPIY
dragged along on blankets [keset], There are S IINT NN
those who say that his seat [kiseh] was found 210179917 12 NYVIN NV NINY

among the nobles of Rome, 5 N TN
o

One said to them: I YDINLIND NI NIN

| will feed them with wheat and barley. And N9 N TN

one said to them- with wine, salt, and oil. And ,NNVNIY RNYNDTLY XINNT
one said to them - with wood.
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And the Sages gave praise to the one [who
gave] wood. As Rav Hisda would give all of the
keys to his servant, except for wood. As Rav
Hisda said: One storehouse of wheat requires
sixty storehouses of wood.

They had to sustain for twenty-one years.
There were certain zealots among them.

The Sages said to them: Let us go out and make
peace with them.

They did not allow them.

They said to them: Let us go out and engage in
battle against them.

The Sages said to them: You will not be
successful.

They arose and burned these storehouses of
wheat and barley, and there was a famine.
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Marta bat Baitos was a wealthy women of
Jerusalem.

She sent out her agent
and said to him:
Go bring me fine flour.

By the time he went, it was sold.
He came and said to her:

There is no fine flour,

there is [regular] flour.

She said to him: Go bring me.

By the time he went, it was sold.
He came and said to her:

There is no flour,

there is coarse flour.

She said to him: Go bring me.

By the time he went, it was sold.

He came and said to her:

There is no coarse flour,

there is barley flour.

She said to him: Go bring me.

By the time he went, it was sold.

She had removed her shoes, she said:

I will go out and see if | can find something to eat.
Dung, stuck to her foot, and, she died.
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Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai read concerning her:
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The tender and delicate woman among you who 9 NNDI XY TWN ANYAN T2 19N
would not adventure to set the sole of her foot [upon 9%

the ground]” (Deuteronomy 28:56).
DIMNT NN

There are those who say she ate a fig of Rabbi
Tzadok, and became disgusted and died.

Rabbi Tzadok observed fasts for forty years, that
Jerusalem would not be destroyed. That when he
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And when he would eat [after a fast] they would NI M 23

. N e D YO
bring hlrr_l figs and he would suck out their liquid A9 TN T PO
and cast it away.

As she was dying, she took out all of her gold and 1Y) NIVIORP M I
silver and threw it in the marketplace. TPIYTY NOUZ) Nt 30 Nﬂgﬁf;
She said: |

Why do I need this? 159 5y7150 ,N)gg-lgz
And this is as it is written: 2 NT WM
“They shall cast their silver in the streets” (Ezekiel +'T INPI+
7:19). A25¥ MXINI DIV
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Abba Sikkara was the leader of the zealots of Jerusalem
and the son of the sister of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai.

He sent to him: Come to me in secret.

He came, and he said to him:
Until when will you do this and kill everyone through
starvation?

He said to him:
What can | do, for if | say something to them they will
kill me.

He said to him:
Show me a method so that | will leave, possibly there
will be small salvation.

He said to him:

Pretend to be sick, and have everyone come and ask,
bring something putrid and place it near you,

so that they will say that you have died.

And, have your students enter,

and let no one else come in

so that they not notice that you are light.

As they know that the living is lighter than the dead.
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He did this.
Rabbi Eliezer entered from one side and Rabbi
Yehoshua from the other side.

When they arrived at the entrance, they wanted to spear
him.

He said to them: They will say they pierce their teacher.
They wanted to push him.

He said to them: They will say they push their teacher.
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he said:
Greetings to you, the king; greetings to you, the king.

He said to him:
You are liable for two death penalties,

They opened the gate and he was taken out. PM
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I am not a king and you call me king,
and furthermore,

if I am a king,

why didn’t you come to me until now?

He said to him:

What you said: | am not a king,

in truth, you are a king.

As if you are not a king,

Jerusalem will not be handed over into your hand,

as it is written: “And the Lebanon shall fall by a mighty
one” (Isaiah 10:34).

And “mighty one” means only a king, as it is written:
“And their mighty one shall be of themselves, [and their
ruler shall proceed from the midst of them]” (Jeremiah
30:21)

And “Lebanon” means only the Temple, as it is stated:
“That good mountain and the Lebanon” (Deuteronomy
3:25).

And what you said: If I am a king why didn’t you come
to me until now, there are zealots among us they did not
allow us.

He said to him:
If there is a barrel of honey and a snake is wrapped

around it, wouldn’t they break the barrel in order [to
kill] the snake?

He was silent.
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Rav Yosef read about him,

and some say Rabbi Akiva:

“I am the Lord...Who turns wise men backward and
makes their knowledge foolish” (Isaiah 44:25).

He should have said to him:

We take tongs, remove the snake,

and kill it, and we leave the barrel.
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In the meantime,

a messenger arrived from Rome,
and said to him:

Rise, for the emperor has died,
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and the noblemen of Rome plan to appoint you as
leader.

He was wearing one shoe,
he tried to put on the other one, it would not go on.
He tried to remove the other it would not come off.

He said:
What is this?

He said to him:

Be not distressed

good tidings have reached you,

as it is written: “Good tidings make the bone fat”
(Proverbs 15:30),

But what is the remedy?

Have someone with whom you are displeased come and
pass before you,

as it is written:

“A broken spirit dries the bones” (Proverbs 17:22).

He did this, and it went on.

He said to him:

Since you are so wise,

why didn’t you come to me until now?

He said to him:
But didn’t I tell you?

He said to him: | also told you.
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He said to him:
I will be going, and I will send someone else.
But, ask something of me that I can give you.

He said to him:
Give me Yavne and its Sages, and the dynasty of
Rabban Gamliel, and doctors to heal Rabbi Tzadok.
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Rav Yosef read about him,
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wise men backward and makes their knowledge foolish” 730 DIYT) NNN D0ON YN
X Y 1000 YN
(Isaiah 44:25), NI NT INPPAYY

He should have said to him to leave them this time. ' '

;720 XYM
And he thought perhaps all this will not work, and a LTy N ONN YD NIDT
small salvation there also would not be. 27 NY D) NS NONM
What doctors to heal Rabbi Tzadok? PYTY 9299 Y PPONT NINDON
TN IND
The first day they gave_him br_an water to drink. INDT MO NPPYN NP NIV
The next flour water mixed with bran. NPT XD INNY
The following day flour water. ,NNDIPT NN NN
Until his stomach broadened little by little. NI RN 7Y AT TY
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