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SESSION 1- Sunday July 4t': Hevruta Learning
Learn through the texts on pages 1-4 from Tractate Gittin.

L. Kamtza and Bar Kamtza Story

e What do you think of Bar Kamtza’s actions?

e Payattention to the behavior and actions of the Rabbis as you go though the narrative.

e Do you think they are acting appropriately? Why do they behave in that manner- at
the feast and afterwards?

1. My Excessive Meekness/Humility/:

What is this characteristic exactly? Is it generally good or bad? What is wrong with Rabbi
Zekharya ben Avkolas ‘s behavior? He is not mentioned that often in Rabbinic literature.
Read this other text from the Tosefta where his behavior in another very different
situation is described. This text has to do with the halakhic question of muktzeh, things
that cannot be moved on Shabbat as they have no use for the day. Shells and bones are
generally considered a form of nolad/muktzeh, and therefore cannot be moved on
Shabbat. Do his actions shed light on his general personality character trait?

Tosefta Shabbat (Lieberman) 16:7 110 (1993%9) DAY NNODIN
Beit Hillel say: MIN S5 M2
They lift off the table bones and peels PO MNNY 1"‘5")'? 73”’-:’1""’33”3
Beit Shammal say: NIYIN N9D nb:l)\g;rz? m)zg .\)7)73:7;
He removes the tablet [table top] and shakes it OPPIN 12 PN
Zekharya ben Avkelas did not behave neither like N 7P NY
Beit Shammai nor like Beit Hillel »PY N2 2TI N
Rather he would take and fling [it] behind the bed 557 111275 K9
[like a chaise longue, where they were sitting to eat] LN INNT TV F01 KON
R. Yose said: the meekness of Zekharya ben nop ) DR

D2PPAN 12 7797 1 SV amanny
Avkelous burnt the Temple. AR it

77 Y DAY DMV NNODIN

MNP [N2V] X922) .NVIRN INK POV HON KON Y7ID NI 1720 KD 3NN 7PN KD DIVIPIAN 12 I
NI 7PN NOY DIV )P N3 NVNN IVNK I PINN NIV DINPIAN 12 71779777 DY POY 1IN : X'YD
20NV NV INNRD 1913 YOI NIPINT NYYA 1DPOWN PN RIN DD NDIVN DY POYPN NN MNIYN NN
NN N2230Y XY DY NDY 1773 192) WA Pa 999751 ¥ DITIPAN 13 NYIOT 7AW NINDN INDY DY
Y190 XYY NOW 15 ,NJA0N DY MNSYN HNINM 1LY NN NN 72599 ,XI20N NN I¥I5Y XY nsyn
LOINN DIVYNA N N2 AN IVER HNVIY NNN NNTININNIY 555 NYYN

. Story 2: Nero:
The story about Nero is the only one in the collection that does not have a parallel tradition
in another text. That leads scholars to believe that it was composed especially for this
collection.

e How might it function independently and in relationship to the previous story?
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e How does Nero’s behavior compare to the actions of the Rabbis? Is it viewed positively
by the narrative?

Iv. Siege in Jerusalem
e Are the Rabbis in a position of leadership?
e Whoisin charge?

Extra Credit: Read how Josephus, a first-century Romano-Jewish historian, describes the
events. Which parts are similar to the Rabbinic narrative?

l. Josephus, War, 11:17.

HOW THE WAR OF THE JEWS WITH THE ROMANS BEGAN, AND
CONCERNING MANAHEM.

...2. And at this time it was that some of those that principally excited the people to go to war
made an assault upon a certain fortress called Masada. They took it by treachery, and slew the
Romans that were there, and put others of their own party to keep it. At the same time Eleazar,
the son of Ananias the high priest, a very bold youth, who was at that time governor of
the temple, persuaded those that officiated in the Divine service to receive no gift or
sacrifice for any foreigner. And this was the true beginning of our war with the Romans;
for they rejected the sacrifice of Caesar on this account; and when many of the high
priests and principal men besought them not to omit the sacrifice, which it was customary
for them to offer for their princes, they would not be prevailed upon. These relied much
upon their multitude, for the most flourishing part of the innovators assisted them; but they had
the chief regard to Eleazar, the governor of the temple.

3. Hereupon the men of power got together, and conferred with the high priests, as did also the
principal of the Pharisees; and thinking all was at stake, and that their calamities were becoming
incurable, took counsel what was to be done. Accordingly, they determined to try what they
could do with the seditious by words, and assembled the people before the brazen gate, which
was that gate of the inner temple [court of the priests] which looked toward the sun-rising. And,
in the first place, they showed the great indignation they had at this attempt for a revolt, and
for their bringing so great a war upon their country; after which they confuted their pretense
as unjustifiable, and told them that their forefathers had adorned their temple in great
part with donations bestowed on them by foreigners, and had always received what had
been presented to them from foreign nations; and that they had been so far from rejecting
any person's sacrifice (which would be the highest instance of impiety,) that they had
themselves placed those donation about the temple which were still visible, and had
remained there so long a time; that they did now irritate the Romans to take arms against
them, and invited them to make war upon them, and brought up novel rules of a strange
Divine worship, and determined to run the hazard of having their city condemned for
impiety, while they would not allow any foreigner, but Jews only, either to sacrifice or to
worship therein. And if such a law should be introduced in the case of a single private
person only, he would have indignation at it, as an instance of inhumanity determined
against him; while they have no regard to the Romans or to Caesar, and forbid even their
oblations to be received also; that however they cannot but fear, lest, by thus rejecting
their sacrifices, they shall not be allowed to offer their own; and that this city will lose its
principality, unless they grow wiser quickly, and restore the sacrifices as formerly, and
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indeed amend the injury [they have offered foreigners] before the report of it comes to
the ears of those that have been injured. ....
6. Now the next day was the festival of Xylophory; upon which the custom was for every one
to bring wood for the altar (that there might never be a want of fuel for that fire which was
unquenchable and always burning). Upon that day they excluded the opposite party from the
observation of this part of religion. And when they had joined to themselves many of the
Sicarii, who crowded in among the weaker people, (that was the name for such robbers
as had under their bosoms swords called Sicae,) they grew bolder, and carried their
undertaking further; insomuch that the Kking's soldiers were overpowered by their
multitude and boldness; and so they gave way, and were driven out of the upper city by
force. The others then set fire to the house of Ananias the high priest, and to the palaces
of Agrippa and Bernice; after which they carried the fire to the place where the archives
were reposited, and made haste to burn the contracts belonging to their creditors, and
thereby to dissolve their obligations for paying their debts; and this was done in order to
gain the multitude of those who had been debtors, and that they might persuade the
poorer sort to join in their insurrection with safety against the more wealthy; so the
keepers of the records fled away, and the rest set fire to them.

Josephus: The Wars Of The Jews V: 1:1-5: 1-36 .
CHAPTER 1. CONCERNING THE SEDITIONS AT JERUSALEM AND WHAT
TERRIBLE MISERIES AFFLICTED THE CITY BY THEIR MEANS.

4. And now there were three treacherous factions in the city, the one parted from the other.
Eleazar and his party, that kept the sacred first-fruits, came against John in their cups. Those
that were with John plundered the populace, and went out with zeal against Simon. This Simon
had his supply of provisions from the city, in opposition to the seditious. When, therefore, John
was assaulted on both sides, he made his men turn about, throwing his darts upon those citizens
that came up against him, from the cloisters he had in his possession, while he opposed those
that attacked him from the temple by his engines of war. And if at any time he was freed
from those that were above him, which happened frequently, from their being drunk and
tired, he sallied out with a great number upon Simon and his party; and this he did always
in such parts of the city as he could come at, till he set on fire those houses that were full
of corn, and of all other provisions. The same thing was done by Simon, when, upon the
other’s retreat, he attacked the city also; as if they had, on purpose, done it to serve the
Romans, by destroying what the city had laid up against the siege, and by thus cutting off
the nerves of their own power. Accordingly, it so came to pass, that all the places that
were about the temple were burnt down, and were become an intermediate desert space,
ready for fighting on both sides of it; and that almost all that corn was burnt, which would
have been sufficient for a siege of many years. So they were taken by the means of the
famine, which it was impossible they should have been, unless they had thus prepared the
way for it by this procedure.

5. And now, as the city was engaged in a war on all sides, from these treacherous crowds of
wicked men, the people of the city, between them, were like a great body torn in pieces. The
aged men and the women were in such distress by their internal calamities, that they
wished for the Romans, and earnestly hoped for an external war, in order to their delivery
from their domestical miseries. The citizens themselves were under a terrible consternation
and fear; nor had they any opportunity of taking counsel, and of changing their conduct; nor
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were there any hopes of coming to an agreement with their enemies; nor could such as had a
mind flee away; for guards were set at all places, and the heads of the robbers, although they
were seditious one against another in other respects, yet did they agree in killing those that
were for peace with the Romans, or were suspected of an inclination to desert them, as their
common enemies. They agreed in nothing but this, to kill those that were innocent.
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SESSION 2- Monday July 5%: Hevruta Learning
Learn through the texts on pages 5-10 from Tractate Gittin.

I Marta bat Baitos
[ ]
compare?

Who is at fault the servant or Marta?

RYBZ Leaves Jerusalem
Why does he finally decide to act?
Why does his nephew agree to help him?
Who is in charge in Jerusalem?

RYBZ Meets Vespasian

make the right choice?
What does R. Tzadok represent in this narrative?

We have seen the actions of servants before in this narrative how does this story

How do you understand her final actions and death?
How does this story compare to the first story of the feast?

How does the moment at the gates of Jerusalem mirror earlier events?

What are the challenges/critiques Vespasian has of RYBZ behavior?

How do you understand the parable of the snake and the jar of honey?

What do the later rabbis think of RYBZ answer and of his actions?

What do they think of his final request from Vespasian? What do you think? Did he

What to you think is the overall message or theme of this entire narrative story?

Extra Credit: Parallels to the R. Yohanan b. Zakkai Story
There are two other versions of RYBZ encounter with Vespasian. How do the texts differ and
how are they similar to our account in the Talmud? How are RYBZ’s actions viewed- positively

or negatively?

Midrash Rabbah - Lamentations 1:31

N DY (N3D) N29 NN

31. HER ADVERSARIES ARE BECOME THE HEAD
(I, 5):... this refers to Vespasian; HER ENEMIES ARE
AT EASE, this refers to Titus.

For three and a half years Vespasian surrounded
Jerusalem, having four generals with him: the general
of Arabia, of Africa, of Alexandria, and of Palestine.
With regard to the general of Arabia two teachers differ
as to his name, one declaring that it was Killus and the
other Pangar.

Y ,UNID N PN RIT L.

, DIV NT ) 1OY PDIN,DNNIDIDN
NNNNY ONY YOV

DOYIY NN DNNODION PPN
, 0T NYAINR NY PN
,NY2IVT DT

,NPIONT OOVT
,NITIDIONRT DIOT
DPOOYT DIYT

PN PIN NPT DIT
,INY DD NN TN

,TNY N NN TN

In Jerusalem there were four councillors, viz. Ben
Zizit, Ben Gorion, Ben Nakdimon, and Ben

PVLINA NYIIN OOV I
NN
MIN D
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KalbaShabua’.2 Each of them was capable of
supplying food for the city for ten years.3

TP 1)

MY N2D5 1D

TANY TONX D)

DTN SY NN DAY 51
,DNY "

There was also there Ben Battiah,4 the nephew of R.
Johanan b. Zakkai, who was appointed in charge of the
stores, all of which he burnt.5 When R. Johanan b.
Zakkai heard of this he exclaimed, ‘Woe!’

NV )2 DY M
oV IMNN 2

INOT 12 PN 129

TININD DY NN PNV

PN 129 YRV NISIN DD PPINY
DN NN ONOT )2

It was reported to Ben Battiah., “Your uncle exclaimed
"woe!"” He sent and had him brought before him and
asked, ‘Why did you exclaim "woe!"?’ He replied, ‘I did
not exclaim"woe!" but "wah!"’6 He said to him, ' You
exclaimed "wah!"? Why did you make that
exclamation?’ He answered, ‘Because you burnt all the
stores, and | thought that so long as the stores were intact
the people would not expose themselves to the dangers
of battle.” Through the difference between ‘woe’ and
‘wah’ R. Johanan b. Zakkai escaped death7; and the
verse was applied to him, The excellency of knowledge
is, that wisdom preserveth the life of him that hath it
(Eccl. VII, 12).

,MV 120 NINN PIIN

DN TN NN

NN NOY

DN NN NN D NN

QIR ) NIN O OINIIN KD W NN
,M NINN DNDY NN D NN
NN DD NTPINT 7D N
PHROP RININT YT 9T SNININ)
,NIIP TN NN P NY
QNOT 2 PN 129 VDN MY N Pa
YT P (3 NONP) POY RIP)
,MY9Y2 NN NNONN

Three days later R. Johanan b. Zakkai went out to walk
in the market-place and saw how people seethed straw
and drank its water8; and he said [to himself], ‘Can men
who seethe straw and drink its water withstand the
armies of Vespasian?’

L0 ) INND

71V 5»0Y INOT 12 PNY 127 R
PIMIVI 12N PPOYY DNIN N
12N PPOVY DTN 72 MNP0
100 PNV

S PMDMNA TINYD PO
201INDION

He added, ‘I have come to the conclusion that I must
get out of here.” He sent a message to Ben Battiah, ‘Get
me out of here.” He replied, ‘We have made an
agreement among ourselves that nobody shall leave the
city except the dead.” He said, ' Carry me out in the
guise of a corpse.’

¥ PI9N RNDMNT NND DI NN
MPON NPV 127 IMNI NOY ,NXINN
NDT 132222 Y T2Y 71D NN NOIN
N L,TPNT XION NINND VI 12 1>
0T NMINTIINPIN

R. Eliezer carried him by the head, R. Joshua by the
feet, and Ben Battiah. walked in front.

YV 2N,V ITYIN )27 YL
DI TONN NPV YK

When they reached [the city gates, the guards] wanted
to stab him. Ben Battiah said to them, ' Do you wish
people to say that when our teacher died his body was
stabbed! ' On his speaking to them in this manner, they
allowed him to pass. After going through the gates, they
carried him to a cemetery and left him there and returned
to the city.

PN2 MNX,7PIPTIN NY2 PONT N
PV D8 DX D NV )2
IMINRT IO IMIPT 129 DN PININ
D299 10 PPOT I, NPAY TOIND
OYY N2 TN NN MYV
,NPTNY I

R. Johanan b. Zakkai came out and went among the
soldiers of Vespasian. He said to them, ‘Where is the
king?’ They went and told Vespasian, ‘A Jew is asking

2»OY ONIT 12 PN 127 P
2 N, ONNIDIDN DY PMDMN2I
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for you.” He said to them, ‘Let him come.” On his
arrival he exclaimed, *Vive domine Imperator!’9
Vespasian remarked, ‘You give me a royal greeting but
I am not king; and should the king hear of it he will put
me to death.” He said to him, ‘If you are not the king
you will be eventually, because the Temple will only
be destroyed by a king's hand’; as it is said, And
Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one (Isa. X, 34).

DRWND YA ITIN TN, ONNIDIDND
JNIINT )2 00 PNY NN, THOVA
N ,TNVOAN IND N2 7YY NN
NINY 02 NDINRY TONT NNV 7D
NI YNV YT, TPON NIN Y

DN 7Y N ,XI12) XINNY D0
MOT, 79N DX NO ToN NX Y
Lo T DY NON 290 XA PN
PINIMIAOM (7 YY) NI
N

They took and placed him in the innermost of seven
chambers10 and asked him what hour of the night it was
and he told them. They subsequently asked him what
hour of the day it was and he told them. How did R.
Johanan b. Zakkai know it? From his study.11

Three days later Vespasian went to take a bath at
Gophna.12 After he had bathed and put on one of his
shoes, a message arrived and it was announced to him
that Nero had died and the Romans had proclaimed

him king. He wished to put on the other shoe but it
would not go on his foot. He sent for R. Johanan and
asked, ‘Will you not explain to me why all these days I
wore two shoes which fitted me, but now one fits and
the other does not?’” He answered, ' You have been
informed of good news,” because it is written, A good
report maketh the bones fat (Prov. XV, 30). He
inquired, ' What must I do to get it on? ' He replied, ‘Is
there anybody whom you hate or who has done you
wrong? Let him pass in front of you and your flesh will
shrink,” because it is written, A broken spirit drieth the
bones (ib. XVII, 22).

IYaY 1 1D 71PN NI

PYY NN 7Y PORY M, )POPIP
PYV 195 ,)NY N NI

129 YT N PR NNY N, NP
NNON N0 ,MOVIVIN INIT A PNY
NTN2 YNDN DNNODIDN DIN PHY
,TTI0N TN WA XNDT 1D, NID)
NI DD IMIV NNV NNNX

TN WAL dYa 01 M INDYNNY
NPNNY NHY ,50Y RO 1IN 1ON
AN Y HYNY POROT )2 PO 129D
YYD NN NI PN DI NN
TH YT 2 POOY PN PINDN PIN
NN DR DY KD Th D0y
(Y705v1n) >NOT NIVIANIN KNIV
01D NN ,DNY JWTN N0 NN
92 70 TN IR DIWNRT TAY)
PNV IO ANT IN 7D TPNIDT V)
DV) 2dXNOT PNV TV THP

LD YN NN MM (V) 1O/

Then they began to speak to him in parables.13 ‘If a
snake nested in a cask, what is to be done with it?’14 He
answered, ‘Bring a charmer and charm the snake, and
leave the cask intact.” Pangar said, ‘Kill the snake and
break the cask.’” [Then they asked,] ' If a snake nested in
a tower, what is to be done with it?” He answered, ‘Bring
a charmer and charm the snake, and leave the tower
intact.” Pangar said, ' Kill the snake and burn the tower.’
R. Johanan said to Pangar, ‘All neighbours who do
harm, do it to their neighbours15; instead of putting in a
plea for the defence you argue for the prosecution
against us! ' He replied, ' | seek your welfare; so long as
the Temple exists, the heathen kingdoms will attack you,
but if it is destroyed they will not attack you. R. Johanan
said to him, ' The heart knows whether it is for *akkel or
’akalkaloth.’16

™aN,M5UN 1Y POVIN 1NNN
N2 PV TN NOINA WN) )PPV

TN PI2IM 12N PR DNY NN
N N, NIANT NN PNINY YN
,TP2NN DX P2V YNIN DX PINN
MNPV TN YN 12 POPY DTN
YNIN NN PIDINY 1IN PRXAND DY
PINN M NN, ITHIIN NN PN
N LOTHINN DX PNV WNIN NN
25 92 XXDT 12 PN 127 D
NI KW PTIYT KON

NN NI PYHN NN OOT TY PTaAY
D DN, NNIPVP PY PO

PTAT AT DT YA NIN )IOMDVO
L1092 PN XNNODN DMP RN
MY R PTN NN PN

12910 N, )92 PN XNNOON
DN DPy2 ON YT 251 PN
MOPOPYO
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Vespasian said to R. Johanan b. Zakkai, ' Make a
request of me and I will grant it” He answered, ‘I beg
that you abandon this city of Jerusalem and depart.” He
said to him, ' Did the Romans proclaim me king that |
should abandon this city? Make another request of me
and I will grant it.” He answered, ' | beg that you leave
the western gate which leads to Lydda,17 and everyone
who departs up to the fourth hour shall be spared.’
After Vespasian had conquered the city he asked him, '
Have you any friend or relative there? Send and bring
him out before the troops enter.

12 PNY 1270 DNINIDADN 71D 1IN
DN TOIY NINY NONY D HRY INOY
2PN XNDTH NTN 99NT O¥2 NIN
MY 2 MINN DIYD YN D

MY HNY NPT NTND 2977

NIN OV 39 90N, Ay NINY NNONRY
NN NONT NIN2IWN D290 %9NT
PYVY NYIIN TY P29YT 92557, 10D
MNID N NIWIAIT I ,NIVYD NP
NNT W) 92N, TP ©ONIT TY TN
NOT TY IR MOV 7D P
NODIVOIN )oY

He sent R. Eliezer and R. Joshua to bring out R. Zadok.
They went and found him in the city gate. When he
arrived R. Johanan stood up before him. Vespasian
asked, ‘You stand up before this emaciated old man?’
He answered, ' By your life, if there had been [in
Jerusalem] one more like him, though you had double
your army, you would have been unable to conquer it.’
He asked, ‘What is his power?’ He replied, ' He eats
one fig and on the strength of it teaches at one hundred
sessions in the academy.” ‘Why is he so lean? ' he
inquired. He answered, ' On account of his numerous
abstinences and fasts.’

YPDIIND YW 1) NWON D NOY
N222 NINOUNY POIN PYTS D
129 9P Y9 OP RANT I N THT
DTP 12 DRNIDION MY NN, PNY
T2 N ,DONP NN XIMN X2AD PID
TRY MM, MINIT TH NN OX TN
9755 7N N RYDI2 POWYOIIN
9PNL,TIDOMN NP N WD

IND MDY VIV NI TN DIINT
DR )2 YN NNY D MNNR PRI
S RIIYN XODINT PNIPOPN N

Vespasian sent and brought physicians who fed him on
small portions of food and doses of liquid until his
physical powers returned to him.

T2 PYIIN NM RINONX INMN) NOY
NN Y PPYNY ,INDN INDY
9Y AN VTNT TY ,INDN

His son Eleazar said to him, ' Father, give them their
reward in this world so that they should have no merit
with respect to you in the world to come.”’18 He gave
them calculation by fingers19 and scales for weighing.

INY 2N NAN 71792 YON 7D DN
NP NXIT,PTN RNOYI IR
27N PNNT NNOY THY NMOTIND
LSYASNT NIAVIN YT IND

When Vespasian had subdued the city, he assigned the
destruction of the four ramparts to the four generals,
and the western gate was allotted to Pangar. Now it had
been decreed by Heaven that this should never be
destroyed because the Shechinah abode in the west.
The others demolished their sections but he did not
demolish his.

PO NYIAIT 1 ,NIVVNIP PTMN
,NPDIYT NYAIND NPDOV YIIN
12393 ,9095 NINAIYN YD YOO
NYOYY NNY DY 29N> RXOT NNV
NI, DNTT IINX PHON 299N
;YT DINN NO

Vespasian sent for him and asked, ' Why did you not
destroy your section?’ He replied, ‘By your life, I acted
so for the honour of the kingdom; for if | had demolished
it, nobody would [in time to come] know what it was
you destroyed; hut when people look [at the western
wall], they will exclaim, "Perceive the might of
Vespasian from what he destroyed!

ND 19212 NN, IONINY NOY
NNAWD TN Y NN, TTT NAINN
ND TPNAINIDONRT ,ITIY XMIONT

YT2Y,N290 NN 1M DY NN
PDYN NN PN ,NNNID PR
29NN NN DNNODIONT

(ﬂ

He said to him, ‘Enough, you have spoken well, but
since you disobeyed my command, you shall ascend to

P NON,DNIIN NMINIOVT THOTI0 DN
PO DOTT PMOP DY MHayT P
TNIVN NIPNT YT XID NN
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the roof and throw yourself down. If you live, you will | ;772> TN OXY N 1N OX 7M7)
live; and if you die, you will die.” He ascended, threw 129 M MNP I P
himself down and died. Thus the curse of R. Johanan b. INIT IR P 137 7Y 17O
Zakkai alighted upon him.

(2) In Git. 56a the number is three, two names being read as one, viz. Nakdimon ben Gorion.

(3) They were extremely wealthy.

(4) He was a leader of the Zealot party.

(5) To induce the men to go out to fight and obtain food.

(6) An exclamation denoting approval.

(7) The Zealot would have had his uncle put to death if he had expressed disapproval.

(8) They were reduced to such straits to escape starvation.

(9) ‘Live, O lord Emperor.” The reading in the ‘Ar. has the actual Latin he used.

(10) From which all light was excluded.

(11) He was accustomed to rehearse his studies and knew how long they took. When placed

in the chamber, he spent the time in this way and so was able to fix the hour.

(12) The modem lJifna, about 15 miles N.W. of Jerusalem.

(13) For the purpose of trapping him.

(14) The ‘snake’ is Israel who had rebelled against Rome, the ‘cask’ is Jerusalem, and in the

next question the ‘tower’ is the Temple. The Rabbi's answer was a plea for lenient treatment

so that the Jews might be won over.

(15) The Arabs were neighbours of Israel; and if, as their general suggested a harsh policy was

followed by Vespasian, his own people would in due course meet with a like fate.

(16) V. Sanh. 26a (Sonc. ed., p. 151). It is a proverbial expression. The root of both words is

‘bend’ or ‘twist’, i.e. either woven or crooked. The meaning is: your heart knows what your

real intention is.

(17) A town to the S.E. of Jaffa.

(18) The remark was inspired by bitter feeling because of the way the Romans had dealt with

Jerusalem.

(19) A kind of game (Levi).

Avot DeRabbi Natan 1:4 7 P99 X NN 193 2297 MAN
Now, when Vespasian came to destroy Jerusalem IR INNT DMODIOXR NIWD)
he said to them: “Idiots! Why do you want to ';’g_:my’?ND’:‘D’I\V;‘%nbo;‘sgng’bg;‘;
ie A ] ] J
destrO)/?thls city and [why do] you want to burn the £P1 TN YD DWPID DINY IR
temple? What do | want of you except Fhat you NON DI WP MR 7N 331 wTPHN
send me one bow or one arrow and | will go from NAN XN IN DN NYP Y YNIYNY
you?” They said to him, “just as we went forth NRYY DY 17 1NN 0N 1Y TON)

against your two predecessors and killed them, so M5 ONY DNUNY DMV DY
we will go forth against you and kill you.” TN AT KX T2 DI
When RYBZ heard this he sent for the men of NoW ONDT 12 PN 120 YRWY 10D
Jerusalem and said to them, “my sons: why are you | 2 DN2 0N DIVID PUIND NI
destroying this city and [why] do you want to burn ;:inngzn]\:f;gy\jvgggnm n’;ﬁ’:
the temple? What does he ask of you except one PN NP OO \’JPM‘ Y 9 \,).,'7,3:1
bow or one arrow and he will go form you?” They | yn w nnN nwp XON D1 wpan

said to him, “just as we went forth against his two DWI Y 1NN .0ON WD IO DINN
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predecessors and killed them, so we will go forth
against him and kill him.”

T2 DM MDY DNV DY NRYOY
AN POY KN

Vespasian had men positioned with in the walls of
Jerusalem. They wrote down every single word the
heard on arrows and shot them beyond the walls,
saying that RYBZ was among the friends of the
emperor.

TN PV DIWIN DNYDIOND N
92T 127 99 DHYWVYY DY dMIDIN
WNN DY PAMD PN PYOMIY PNV
PN 129 99D IIND NIN PPN

NI DD O2ANIND INOT 12

When RYBZ had spoken to them one day, then a
second and a third, but they did not accept [his
words], he sent for his students, for R. Eliezer and
R. Yehoshua. He said to them, “My sons: arise and
take me out of here. Make a coffin for me and I will
lie down in it,” R. Eliezer grasped its front and R.
Yehoshua grasped its back. At twilight they carried
him until they reached of Jerusalem. The
gatekeepers said to him, “what is this?” they said to
them, “it is a corpse. Do you not know that one
does not leave a corpse overnight in Jerusalem?”
They said to him, “if it is a corpse take it out.”

NIT 12 PN 1297 DN ININRY )P
2P NDY NYHYY DY THN O
299 PTHRYNY NIPY NOYW NHON
)2 DN N YWIN 227 NYON
PINOD WY IR NN VTHIY
TN TN 29 191N JWON)
PN P INNX YWIT 227 WK
TY NNN NYPY TY ININ PN
YINN DIV YWY INRIWINY
N2 YINN .Y NXIN D DIWWYN OND
PRY PYTY DN PN DY) NIN NN
NN DDV NNN NN DPON
JMNININ NI NN ONX Y

They took him out and carried him until they
reached Vespasian. They opened the coffin and he
stood before him. He [Vespasian] said to him, “are
you Yohanan ben Zakkai? Ask, what shall | give
you?” he said to him, “I ask nothing of you except
that | may go to Yavneh and study with my
disciples, and institute prayer there, and preform all
the commandments.” He said to him, “go and do
everything that you wish.” He [RYBZ] said to him,
“would you like me to tell you something?” he said
to him, “speak.” He said to him, “behold you are
about to become emperor.” He said to him, “how
do you know?” he said to him, “ it is our tradition
that the temple will not be delivered to the hand of
a commoner but to the hand of a king, as it says, the
thickness of the forest shall be hacked away with
iron, and Lebanon shall fall to the mighty one. (lsa.
10:34)”

TY) AN PO P IMINISIM
DNNIWNNVY TY (NN NYPY

92 TP PN INNI .DNDION
MNOT 2 PN 127 NXID DN ID NN
UPIAN OPNIY NN TV INN DN ORY
N2 MYN) TORY M2 XON TN

N2 NYYNY NDON N2 YapN) Y Pvny
NNRY 1D 91 720 N .MNN Oo
TNNTID N .IVY MUY NN

19 MNTNN 92T TIA0 ININY
.MH2YNA TR X MIN Y NN INN
T2 MR YT DNN PN [D7N]
q02) UTPNN M1 PRY 1Y oD
IRV TIN TP NINX VYTN T2
M5 93922 WM Y020 9PN
L7751 pYwd) 519 PINI

It was said: no more than one, two, or three days
past before there came to him a messenger from his
city that the emperor died and they voted him to be
emperor.

YOV DOV THN DY 171 XD YINN
YPYN NOOT PON NIV TY DM
TINYD POY VAN 1D NNV
.Mo5»ma

(ﬂ

They brought him [Vespasian] a catapult and drew
it up against the wall of Jerusalem. They brought
him boards of cedar and he placed them in the
catapult and he struck against the wall until he
broke through. They brought him the head of a pig
and put it in the catapult and he shot it towards the

N9 DY DV NYP 1Y INIAN
12 1NN . ODOWIY DY NMIND TAID
SV NYUP TIND 1NN 1IN DY DI0)
TY INN DY N2 NON PM D
TN YR NN .INPA N2 IOV
P DX DY NYP TIND NN

E|lmad

1D N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org

10

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL


mailto:rahelb@pardes.org.il

Pardes 10710 Rebuilding After Destruction:

Institute of Jewish Studies Rabbinic Courage to Repair and Adapt

RAHEL BERKOVITS | rahelb@pardes.org.il
entrails that were on the alter. At that time M'YY DN 97 M POUN
Jerusalem was captured. DYV NTIDI DYV NNINA NN

RYBZ was sitting and looking and shaking justas | M%) 2WY PR3T J2 PNY 129 7>
Eli sat and looked, as it says, He found Eli sitting | 723 3"’;’ 2y ’”,’bm” 1 7T
on a seat, waiting beside the road- his heart ;_‘st@nﬁ;" ?f; ﬂhv,;u:;;’;oﬁv;
trembling for the ark of God (1 Sam.4:13). When ™I LM TN 'bzizm\v)' OYNYNN
RYBZ heard that Jerusalem was destroyed and the | nx 2700w X1 12 PN 127 yoww
temple burned, he tore his clothes, and his students | vNa vTpnN M2 NN 99 DOV

tore their clothes, and they were sitting crying, DT NN PTOIN WIPI PTHIIYIP
yelling and mourning. (PTAIDY PPN P PN

Interestingly Josephus presents a similar motif of meeting Vespasian with himself as the
protagonist:

Josephus, War 111: 8.6-9

6. Now these and many the like motives did Josephus use to these men to prevent their
murdering themselves; but desperation had shut their ears, as having long ago devoted
themselves to die, and they were irritated at Josephus. They then ran upon him with their swords
in their hands, one from one quarter, and another from another, and called him a coward, and
everyone of them appeared openly as if he were ready to smite him; but he calling to one of
them by name, and looking like a general to another, and taking a third by the hand, and making
a fourth ashamed of himself, by praying him to forbear, and being in this condition distracted
with various passions, (as he well might in the great distress he was then in,) he kept off every
one of their swords from Kkilling him, and was forced to do like such wild beasts as are
encompassed about on every side, who always turn themselves against those that last touched
them. Nay, some of their right hands were debilitated by the reverence they bare to their general
in these his fatal calamities, and their swords dropped out of their hands; and not a few of them
there were, who, when they aimed to smite him with their swords, they were not thoroughly
either willing or able to do it.

7. However, in this extreme distress, he was not destitute of his usual sagacity; but trusting
himself to the providence of God, he put his life into hazard [in the manner following]: "And
now," said he, "since it is resolved among you that you will die, come on, let us commit our
mutual deaths to determination by lot. He whom the lot falls to first, let him be killed by him
that hath the second lot, and thus fortune shall make its progress through us all; nor shall any
of us perish by his own right hand, for it would be unfair if, when the rest are gone, somebody
should repent and save himself." This proposal appeared to them to be very just; and when he
had prevailed with them to determine this matter by lots, he drew one of the lots for himself
also. He who had the first lot laid his neck bare to him that had the next, as supposing that the
general would die among them immediately; for they thought death, if Josephus might but die
with them, was sweeter than life; yet was he with another left to the last, whether we must say
it happened so by chance, or whether by the providence of God. And as he was very desirous
neither to be condemned by the lot, nor, if he had been left to the last, to imbrue his right hand
in the blood of his countrymen, he persuaded him to trust his fidelity to him, and to live as well
as himself.

8. Thus Josephus escaped in the war with the Romans, and in this his own war with his friends,
and was led by Nicanor to Vespasian. But now all the Romans ran together to see him; and as
the multitude pressed one upon another about their general, there was a tumult of a various
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kind; while some rejoiced that Josephus was taken, and some threatened him, and some
crowded to see him very near; but those that were more remote cried out to have this their
enemy put to death, while those that were near called to mind the actions he had done, and a
deep concern appeared at the change of his fortune. Nor were there any of the Roman
commanders, how much soever they had been enraged at him before, but relented when they
came to the sight of him. Above all the rest, Titus's own valor, and Josephus's own patience
under his afflictions, made him pity him, as did also the commiseration of his age, when he
recalled to mind that but a little while ago he was fighting, but lay now in the hands of his
enemies, which made him consider the power of fortune, and how quick is the turn of affairs
in war, and how no state of men is sure; for which reason he then made a great many more to
be of the same pitiful temper with himself, and induced them to commiserate Josephus. He was
also of great weight in persuading his father to preserve him. However, Vespasian gave strict
orders that he should be kept with great caution, as though he would in a very little time send
him to Nero.
9. When Josephus heard him give those orders, he said that he had somewhat in his mind
that he would willingly say to himself alone. When therefore they were all ordered to
withdraw, excepting Titus and two of their friends, he said, *"Thou, O Vespasian, thinkest
no more than that thou hast taken Josephus himself captive; but | come to thee as a
messenger of greater tidings; for had not | been sent by God to thee, | knew what was the
law of the Jews in this case? and how it becomes generals to die. Dost thou send me to
Nero? For why? Are Nero's successors till they come to thee still alive? Thou, O
Vespasian, art Caesar and emperor, thou, and this thy son. Bind me now still faster, and
keep me for thyself, for thou, O Caesar, are not only lord over me, but over the land and
the sea, and all mankind; and certainly I deserve to be kept in closer custody than I now
am in, in order to be punished, if I rashly affirm anything of God.” When he had said
this, Vespasian at present did not believe him, but supposed that Josephus said this as a
cunning trick, in order to his own preservation; but in a little time he was convinced, and
believed what he said to be true, God himself erecting his expectations, so as to think of
obtaining the empire, and by other signs fore-showing his advancement. He also found
Josephus to have spoken truth on other occasions; for one of those friends that were
present at that secret conference said to Josephus, **I cannot but wonder how thou couldst
not foretell to the people of Jotapata that they should be taken, nor couldst foretell this
captivity which hath happened to thyself, unless what thou now sayest be a vain thing, in
order to avoid the rage that is risen against thyself."" To which Josephus replied, "I did
foretell to the people of Jotapata that they would be taken on the forty-seventh day, and
that | should be caught alive by the Romans." Now when Vespasian had inquired of the
captives privately about these predictions, he found them to be true, and then he began
to believe those that concerned himself. Yet did he not set Josephus at liberty from his
hands, but bestowed on him suits of clothes, and other precious gifts; he treated him also
in a very obliging manner, and continued so to do, Titus still joining his interest ill the
honors that were done him.
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THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide.
Pardes cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes
inspires engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and
active participants. For more information see www.pardes.org.il.
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