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When God’s World is Broken:
Understanding Our Role in Partnering with the Divine
1) Mishna Ta’anit Chapter Three
Translation by Rabbi Dr. Joshua Kulp A P19 N"JUN NJ0N Navn
Mishnah One N mwn
The order of public fasts mentioned above 92N NIIWNT N2 RN 19X NN 170 [*]
is enacted because of [Iack Of] the first D' IPOAW |21 TN DNy ['"VNN WY D'NNRY
rain, but if the crops have undergone [an 1190 TN DAY 'UNNN DI' DWAIN DAY DWA |1
unusual] change they sound a blast TIN2 NN R'Y
immediately.
Similarly, if the rain has stopped for forty
days between one rainfall and the next, they
sound a blast immediately, because it is a
plague of drought.
Mishnah Two 1mwn
If [rain] falls for crops but not for the trees, 117 D'NNXY N1 [7'R7 |7'R7 M X7 72R |'N0Y7 T
for the trees but not for crops, for both of [NV |'VINN NYNYI|'NYY? NNRY K7 71K Q121
these but not for cisterns, ditches and caves mn
they sound a blast immediately.
Mishnah Three Aamwn
And so too a city, upon which no rain has ('T0mMy) 2MIT D'NWA NIV T RIY W (DI
fallen as it is written, And | caused it to rain NP7N DN X7 NNR W U1 NNR W 2V 'MAonnl
upon one city, and | caused it not to rain 221 NUINNI NIVYNA 1WA ANIN I01I1I0AN NNN
upon another city; one piece was rained upon ANIN NA'PY 127 NIVINA X721 NIVNNA QMo
(Amos 4:7) that city fasts and they sound a NRYNNA N2 NIWNANN
blast, but those [in the places] around it fast
but do not sound the alarm. Rabbi Akiva
says: they sound the alarm but do not fast.
Mishnah Four Tmwn
And sotoo a city which has a plague or [itS NMIYNN WA NNIXN2190 INATNA W'Y W ]l
buildings] collapse that city fasts and they 17 NIYANA NI NAYAR A0 Y31 DY
sound a_blaSt' but those [in the places] W 2T TR NIRUNA X721 NIVANN IR XY
arour'1d |t. fast but do not sound the alarm. DM AWHY AN INNYT 1930 TIRD WA ARINIDA
Rabbi Akiva says: they sound the alarm but AT 'X [X2N TINS 12T AT A ATINK AT DNY e
do not fast. T
What constitutes a plague? If in a city that
can supply five hundred foot soldiers and
three deaths occurred on three
consecutive days, behold this constitutes
a plague, less than this is not a plague.
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Mishnah Five

For these they sound a blast in all places: for
the drying up of crops (shidafon), for plant
disease, for locusts, and for the hasil (a type
of locust), for wild beasts and for the sword
they sound a blast for these are plagues
likely to spread.

Mishnah Six

It once happened that elders went down
from Jerusalem to their own cities and
ordered a fast because there was seen in
Ashkelon a shidafonvwhich affected as
much grain as would fill an oven [with
loaves].They also decreed a fast because
wolves devoured two children on the other
side of the Jordan. Rabbi Yose says: not
because they devoured [the children] but
[merely] because they were seen.

Mishnah Seven

For these matters they sound a blast even on
Shabbat: if a city is besieged by Gentile
[troops] or a river, or if a ship is foundering
on the sea. Rabbi Yose says: [they sound a
blast] for help but not for an outcry (for the
sake of prayer).

Shimon the Yemenite says: also for a

plague, but the sages did not agree with
him.

Mishnah Eight

For every trouble that should not come
upon the community they sound a blast
except on account of too much rain.

It happened that they said to Honi the circle
drawer: “Pray for rain to fall. He replied: Go
and bring in the pesah ovens so that they
do not dissolve.” He prayed and no rain fell.
What did he do? He drew a circle and stood
within it and exclaimed before Him: Master
of the universe, Your children have turned
their faces to me because | am like one who
was born in Your house. | swear by Your
great name that | will not move from here
until You have mercy upon Your children.”

nmwen
(17770 201 19T 2V DIPN 722 'VNN 198 7V [*]
27NN 2V1 NUY NN 201 2'0NN 201 N2IRN 7Y
270N NN K'NY 1an Y 'Ynnn

1 mwn
%V NUN NI DNMYY? D7WNM DIPTITI'Y nwun
NIUN N TIVI 7PN (19T 112N '9 X702 NIRIY
101' 120 TN 12V NIPIATM 1Y DANRT 1728 7V
:NTIY 2V KON 172K 2V N7 INIR

Tnwn
IN D'IX NI9PNY W 20 NAWA 'WNNN 17K 2V [*]
NITUZ NIX 'OI' 127 D' N9ILAN NA'A0N V1M
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n mwn

YIN [NV 'UNINN 1IAXN 2V XAN K7W NX 72 %2V [#]
7%9N0 22uNn 12IN% 17 NNRY nwun DNMwa 1nn
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AU NWY NN DMwa 1T R719729N0 171m X7w 21aea
INY 72 071V 7w 12127 1197 1K1 NN TRV DAY
21TaN 1NWA 1IN Y11 71197 N1 22 "IN U DN9
DM 17'NNN 71270 DNNY TYU [N TT 1KY
['N'W NNIA M2 K98 M7NW 2 N7 1IN ['abIn

N7N M7 72 N7 10N QU T2 17'NNin Nnwnl
INIWT INX'Y TV 37N 1T NATAE NI [IX] ')
D2 17 NANRI IR DMPAN 190 N'ANnY D7wnm
NN N7 127'w 229NN 72 IM'w DNV NY2annY

[2 |IVRY 17 N7W D'WILDN ]AN NN DX INLIRY N7
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Rain then began to drip, and he exclaimed:
| did not request this but rain [which can
fill] cisterns, ditches and caves.

[22 721X 77 NWIYI DIPAN 1197 KDNNND NNKRY 77
2NN 2V1 1IN 12 DYIVEIMN 2V RDNNND RINY
ONT2 22NN Nt (A" %wn) InIN

The rain then began to come down with great
force, and he exclaimed: | did not request
this but pleasing rain of blessing and
abudance.” Rain then fell in the normal way
until the Jews in Jerusalem had to go up
Temple Mount because of the rain.

They came and said to him: In the same

way that you prayed for [the rain] to fall
pray [now] for the rain to stop.”

He replied: Go and see if the stone of
people claiming lost objects has

washed away.”

Rabbi Shimon ben Shetah sent to him: Were
you not Honi | would have excommunicated
you, but what can | do to you, for you are
spoiled before God and he does your will like
a son that is spoiled before his father and his
father does his request. Concerning you it is
written, Let your father and your mother
rejoice, and let she that bore you rejoice”
(Proverbs 23:25).

Mishnah Nine

If while they are fasting rain falls:

If before sunrise they do not complete the

fast,

If after sunrise, they do complete the fast.

Rabbi Eliezer says: if before noon they do

not complete the fast, if after noon they

do complete it.
It happened that the rabbis decreed a fast in
Lod and rain fell before noon. Rabbi Tarfon
said to them: go, eat and drink and make a
holiday. They went and ate and drank and
observed the day as a holiday and at evening
time they came and recited the Hallel Hagadol.
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challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
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