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The Spirit to Succeed: Overcoming the Past to
Embrace the Future

Narrative events of Sefer Yehoshua, Chapters 1 -5

1 God’s 3X charge to Yehoshua after Moshe’s death: ynxy pin.
Yehoshua’'s command to the officers to prepare people for
crossing Yarden in 3 days time. Yehoshua’s charge to
Reuven, Gad and Y2 Menashe.

2 Yehoshua sends 2 spies to Yericho. With Rachav’s help, they
evade capture and return with a glowing report.

3 The journey to the Yarden commences with specific
instructions to Israel — “follow the ark”, and to Kohanim — “carry
ark before the people”. 12 men are appointed. The Kohanim
enter the water, the river stops flowing, the waters form a wall
and the people cross.

4 God tells Yehoshua that the 12 men must remove 12
commemorative stones from under the feet of the Kohanim to
be conveyed to the place of lodging. They do so and
Yehoshua puts 12 other stones in their place. The people
complete the passage, the Kohanim emerge on the other side
and the stones are conveyed to Gilgal.

5 The Canaanites are alarmed by news of the Yarden’s halt.
God tells Yehoshua to prepare knives of flint in order to
circumcise the people who were not circumcised at the time
of the Exodus. This is done and the site is called Gilgal in
commemoration. The people celebrate the Pesach and the
miraculous manna ceases on the next day. An angelic
messenger appears to Yehoshua at the outskirts of Yericho
and bids Yehoshua to remove his shoes.
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Rambam — Guide to the Perplexed 3:32

... There occurs in the Torah a passage that contains exactly the same idea; it
is the following: "God led them not through the way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was near, for God said: Lest the people have a
change of heart when they see war and return to Egypt. God led the people
round about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea"... (Exod.
13:17). Here God led the people about, away from the direct road that He
originally intended, because He feared that they might meet on that way with
hardships too great for their ordinary strength; He took them by another road
in order to obtain His original goal. In the same manner God refrained from
prescribing what the people by their natural disposition would be incapable
of obeying, and gave the above-mentioned commandments as a means of
securing His chief objective — to spread a knowledge of Him [among the
people], and to cause them to reject idolatry. It is contrary to man's nature that
he should suddenly abandon all the different kinds of Divine service and the
different customs in which he has been brought up, and which have been so
general, that they were considered as a matter of course; it would be just as
if a person trained to work as a slave with mortar and bricks, or similar
things, should interrupt his work, clean his hands, and at once fight with
real giants.

It was the result of God's wisdom that the Israelites were led about in the
wilderness until they acquired courage. For it is a well-known fact that
travelling in the wilderness and privation of bodily enjoyments such as
bathing, produce courage, while the reverse is the source of faint-
heartedness: besides, another generation rose during the wanderings
that had not been accustomed to degradation and slavery. All the
travelling in the wilderness was regulated by Divine commands through
Moses...
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After the death of Moses the servant of
the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son
of Nun, Moses’ attendant:
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“My servant Moses is dead. Prepare to
cross the Jordan, together with all this
people, into the land that | am giving to
the Israelites.

D7 2 DR7201792 72T WK DiER~7
YN 'MNAT WK ')

Every spot on which your foot treads |
give to you, as | promised Moses.
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Your territory shall extend from the
wilderness and the Lebanon to the
Great River, the River Euphrates [on the
east]—the whole Hittite country—and
up to the Mediterranean Sea on the
west.

KD AN M 72 1197 WK AXIITNY
N71 297X N7 qAy Nk nyn-oy 'm0
ATUN

No one shall be able to resist you as
long as you live. As | was with Moses, so
I will be with you; | will not fail you or
forsake you.
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“Be strong and resolute, for you shall
apportion to this people the land that |
swore to their fathers to assign to
them.
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But you must be very strong and
resolute to observe faithfully all the
Teaching that My servant Moses
enjoined upon you. Do not deviate
from it to the right or to the left, that
you may be successful wherever you

go.
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Let not this Book of the Teaching cease
from your lips, but recite it day and
night, so that you may observe
faithfully all that is written in it. Only
then will you prosper in your
undertakings and only then will you be
successful.

~7X1 YIURTIN YRXI 770 TNHY XI7D

(o)

“I charge you: Be strong and resolute;
do not be terrified or dismayed, for the
LORD your God is with you wherever
you go.”

INNY DYD VYSNIR YN 1y

[

Joshua thereupon gave orders to the
officials of the people:
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“Go through the camp and charge the
people thus: Get provisions ready, for in
three days’ time you are to cross the
Jordan, in order to enter and possess
the land that the LORD your God is
giving you as a possession.”

MR DYIND LIY YN A7 K]
NN vyine

Then Joshua said to the Reubenites, the
Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,

Ty NYN DRNX DY WK AT TNIR DIDT
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“Remember what Moses the servant of
the LORD enjoined upon you, when he
said: “The LORD your God is granting
you a haven; He has assigned this
territory to you.’

D3 WK YR 12Y! D171 DRV DR'Y)

MVR DN [T Y2 NYn DY
DPOTYI 7'AN Miaa 75, 0d'NX 9% D'¥inn
'DNIN

Let your wives, children, and livestock
remain in the land that Moses assigned
to you on this side of the Jordan; but
every one of your fighting men shall go
across armed in the van of your
kinsmen. And you shall assist them

“D2 1YY D2 DR'NX? | N DY TY
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until the LORD has given your kinsmen a
haven, such as you have, and they too
have gained possession of the land that
the LORD your God has assigned to
them. Then you may return to the land
on the east side of the Jordan, which
Moses the servant of the LORD assigned
to you as your possession, and you may
possess it.”

NHYTIYN 72 MNT YYinrnn 1y
2 D7YUN WRT7TINE NUY)

They answered Joshua, “We will do
everything you have commanded us
and we will go wherever you send us.

LR EREE DDA
‘nYin

We will obey you just as we obeyed
Moses; let but the LORD your God be
with you as He was with Moses!

YNYUINTI OTRR NINTIYK URTTD
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Any man who flouts your commands
and does not obey every order you
give him shall be put to death. Only be
strong and resolute!”
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Yehoshua’s Biography

Exodus 17:8 - 16 Amalek Warrior
Exodus 24:12 - 18 Ascent to Sinai Apprentice
Exodus 32:15-19 Golden Calf Loyalist
Exodus 33:7 - 11 Aftermath Devoted Pupil
Numbers 11:23 - 30 Crisis Defender
Numbers 13:1 - 14:10 Spies Braveheart
Numbers 27:12 - 23 Initiation Inspired

Deuteronomy 31(7,23) Inauguration y»RIpPmX2

Deuteronomy 34 Moshe’s death Wise

Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Batra 15a

The verse states that "There Moshe the servant of God died" (Deuteronomy 34:5).
[s it possible that Moshe had died and yet he wrote the verses that follow?

Rather, Moshe composed up to this point, and Yehoshua completed the
Torah. So says Rabbi Yehuda.

Said to him Rabbi Shimon: Is it possible that the Torah lacked even a single letter
when Moshe commanded the Levites to "take this book of the Torah and place it
next to the ark of the covenant of God your Lord..." (Deuteronomy 31:26)? Rather,
up until this point (describing Moshe's death) God dictated the text and Moshe
repeated it and wrote. After this point, God dictated the text and Moshe wrote it
while in tears.
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Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two
spies from Shittim, saying, “Go,
reconnoiter the region of Jericho.” So
they set out, and they came to the
house of a harlot named Rahab and
lodged there.

N2 D'WIN N3N QRT I 707 MK
YT I9NT 7KW 93N 177D M0

The king of Jericho was told, “Some
men have come here tonight, Israelites,
to spy out the country.”

.....

'2 ANA7 IRATIYKR IR 0D D'YIKD
N YIXD 727NN 19NY

The king of Jericho thereupon sent
orders to Rahab: “Produce the men
who came to you and entered your
house, for they have come to spy out
the whole country.”

9XAL D'YIXD YW NN NYRD NI
MY N7| D'YIRD "IN AN 2 | NI
AN 'R0

The woman, however, had taken the
two men and hidden them. “It is true,”
she said, “the men did come to me, but
| didn’t know where they were from.

N7 IN! D'YINDI YR 07 WD A
0N IDTY DYIND D7D MR AY T
:DIA'WN D DRINN

And at dark, when the gate was about
to be closed, the men left; and | don’t
know where the men went. Quick, go
after them, for you can overtake
them.”—

YYD 'YL DINVAL NIAD DY KD
23077 A7 NN

Now she had taken them up to the roof
and hidden them under some stalks of
flax which she had lying on the roof.—

7V T T DRMINK 19T DRI
INY! WX "INX N30 Wil NiNvRn
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So the men pursued them in the
direction of the Jordan down to the
fords; and no sooner had the pursuers
gone out than the gate was shut behind
them.

v DRV NDYY KDY DY DR
230

The spies had not yet gone to sleep
when she came up to them on the roof.

027 'N M2 'Y DYDY TIX NNNI
121 122V DONN'X NY9ITI YIXD NN
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She said to the men, “l know that the
LORD has given the country to you,
because dread of you has fallen upon
us, and all the inhabitants of the land
are quaking before you.

“D! '"ATNX N YRIINTIYX DN YAY 1D
IWXI DFIYAN DINNYD DYI9N Hio
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For we have heard how the LORD dried
up the waters of the Sea of Reeds for
you when you left Egypt, and what you
did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite
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kings across the Jordan, whom you
doomed.

N1 TiY ANz 122 on'l Yyl
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When we heard about it, we lost heart,
and no man had any more spirit left
because of you; for the LORD your God
is the only God in heaven above and on
earth below.

DAY MYYTd 'Na Yy NTawn Ny
TN X N'370Y DAX™DA DN'WYI TON
NNX NiX "7 DN

Now, since | have shown loyalty to you,
swear to me by the LORD that you in
turn will show loyalty to my family.
Provide me with a reliable sign

T DTN hRCn) X Dhna)
DR7¥NI D7 WR™72 NI [DiNK] NINR
NN ' DY NN

that you will spare the lives of my father
and mother, my brothers and sisters,
and all who belong to them, and save us
from death.”

NiN7 D'DND Y91 D'YIXD AR NN
'N"NNA NiN| T AT NN ATAD N7 DX
NRKI TON QY 1YY VIR 17

The men answered her, “Our persons
are pledged for yours, even to death! If
you do not disclose this mission of ours,
we will show you true loyalty when the
LORD gives us the land.”

272 AN ' %00 TYa 7202 DTNl

G-I
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She let them down by a rope through
the window—for her dwelling was at
the outer side of the city wall and she
lived in the actual wall.

023 1Y39!712 137 NN D)7 MYNAL
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She said to them, “Make for the hills, so
that the pursuers may not come upon
you. Stay there in hiding three days,
until the pursuers return; then go your

4

way.

ADVAYN DNIY D7) DYIKD DR NN
HIHYAYD WK DD

But the men warned her, “We will be
released from this oath which you have
made us take

LIN NIPR~NY YIND DX INAX NI

R NNTIN WK |7 YYan afa v
=72 TIXI 'OXTNINI AARTNNT PAXNN
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[unless,] when we invade the country,
you tie this length of crimson cord to
the window through which you let us
down. Bring your father, your mother,
your brothers, and all your family
together in your house;

NYIND | AN M7TA RYWK 73 DI
NI YR 951 Dipa INANI WKL T
MRTNINR TUOX NYNIL T N1AD DK

and if anyone ventures outside the
doors of your house, his blood will be
on his head, and we shall be clear. But if
a hand is laid on anyone who remains in
the house with you, his blood shall be
on our heads.
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And if you disclose this mission of ours,
we shall likewise be released from the
oath which you made us take.”

11i702 YD NIZRNX YNl

She replied, “Let it be as you say.” She
sent them on their way, and they left;
and she tied the crimson cord to the
window.

D'A! NYYY DY 1Y NN 1KY 10T
222 DTN YR D'RTIN AYTTY
ARYR N7 I

They went straight to the hills and
stayed there three days, until the
pursuers turned back. And so the
pursuers, searching all along the road,
did not find them.

MW 00N AT DN Y 1A
72 N 97N90! [1172 YYIn!TIN ANA
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Then the two men came down again
from the hills and crossed over. They
came to Joshua son of Nun and
reported to him all that had happened
to them.

T TN 1T N NI VIR N
(0) 11190 YI¥D 'AYIT72 13)7D2 YIXD

They said to Joshua, “The LORD has
delivered the whole land into our
power; in fact, all the inhabitants of the
land are quaking before us.”

Moshe’s Spies versus Yehoshua’s Spies
Numbers 14 - 15 vs. Joshua 2

12 (1 from each tribe) vs. 2

God’s command vs. Yehoshua’s initiative

Named “leaders of the people” vs. anonymous men
Lengthy, detailed mission vs. short, general mission
Public send-off vs. secret dispatch

No report of enemy threats vs. detection, hunt and hiding
Public return bearing trophy fruit and report to Moshe, Aharon

and entire people vs. private return and report only to

Yehoshua

e Frightened diagnosis of defeat vs. confident verdict of victory

o FAILURE VS. SUCCESS
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From Harlot to Heroine - Rachav’s
Remarkable Transformation
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EXOd us Chaptel’ 12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of

Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first
of the months of the year for you. 3 Speak to the whole community of Israel and say
that on the tenth of this month each of them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a
household. 4 But if the household is too small for a lamb, let him share one with a
neighbor who dwells nearby, in proportion to the number of persons: you shall
contribute for the lamb according to what each household will eat. 5 Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a yearling male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. ¢You shall keep watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month; and all the
assembled congregation of the Israelites shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the
houses in which they are to eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that same night; they
shall eat it roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs. 9 Do not
eat any of it raw, or cooked in any way with water, but roasted—head, legs, and
entrails—over the fire. 1©You shall not leave any of it over until morning; if any of it is
left until morning, you shall burn it.

11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly: it is a passover offering to the
Lord. *2For that night I will go through the land of Egypt and strike down every first-
born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and I will mete out punishments to all
the gods of Egypt, I the Lord. *3And the blood on the houses where you are
staying shall be a sign for you: when I see the blood I will pass over you, so
that no plague will destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

219 YN NDN — Y23 YN (2)
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Early next morning, Joshua and all the
Israelites set out from Shittim and
marched to the Jordan. They did not
cross immediately, but spent the night
there.

DV DAY D! NYY Y Al
qprinlciaguipiyal

Three days later, the officials went
through the camp

[AX DX DONIXTD ANN7 DYNNX 1Y

=
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and charged the people as follows:
“When you see the Ark of the Covenant
of the LORD your God being borne by
the levitical priests, you shall move
forward. Follow it—

D'9Y7Xd [1114] 117ar bR nint pin 1N
TIYX YR 1IN 37PN DT NRX

N7 12 PQTD7R WK TN VD

(0) :DiY'7¢ 7innn 072 DRNAY

but keep a distance of some two
thousand cubits from it, never coming
any closer to it—so that you may know
by what route to march, since itis a
road you have not traveled before.”

0N D YTENN DYDTIN VYN TN
‘NiN'791 DA "N Nyy!

And Joshua said to the people, “Purify
yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will
perform wonders in your midst.”

"IN INY AKYT7 D007 VWIn N
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Then Joshua ordered the priests, “Take
up the Ark of the Covenant and advance
to the head of the people.” And they
took up the Ark of the Covenant and
marched at the head of the people.

7737708 DD DD YN N N
T KD D IVTYR 7KW 1l
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The LORD said to Joshua, “This day, for
the first time, | will exalt you in the sight
of all Israel, so that they shall know that
| will be with you as | was with Moses.

NN XY DIDID NN NIXD DX
[T [T " NY7TTY DOXAD XY
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For your part, command the priests
who carry the Ark of the Covenant as
follows: When you reach the edge of
the waters of the Jordan, make a halt in
the Jordan.”

NI YA 720! DTN YYin: MmN
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And Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come
closer and listen to the words of the
LORD your God.

13Y220"NX D191 Wi WIinl D72
"NXIMI9DTNNI NN ANDTNK
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By this,” Joshua continued, “you shall
know that a living God is among you,
and that He will dispossess for you the
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Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites,
Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites:

M2V YIRDT [ITR NHAN (DR NN
1712 D197

the Ark of the Covenant of the
Sovereign of all the earth is advancing
before you into the Jordan.
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Now select twelve men from the tribes
of Israel, one man from each tribe.
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When the feet of the priests bearing the
Ark of the LORD, the Sovereign of all the
earth, come to rest in the waters of the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan—the
water coming from upstream—will be
cut off and will stand in a single heap.”

[TVDTNN NAY7 D'70NN DYDY
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When the people set out from their
encampment to cross the Jordan, the
priests bearing the Ark of the Covenant
were at the head of the people.
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Now the Jordan keeps flowing over its
entire bed throughout the harvest
season. But as soon as the bearers of
the Ark reached the Jordan, and the
feet of the priests bearing the Ark
dipped into the water at its edge,

TAX™TY 1N N72vn' DD DD Ty

TYN YR Wi [DTXQ] DTRL TRY 7000

1A N79070! NRIVD 0L 7Y DFTY) DY
[iNM! T2 122V DYDL N

the waters coming down from
upstream piled up in a single heap a
great way off, at Adam, the town next
to Zarethan; and those flowing away
downstream to the Sea of the Arabah
(the Dead Sea) ran out completely. So
the people crossed near Jericho.
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The priests who bore the Ark of the
LORD’s Covenant stood on dry land
exactly in the middle of the Jordan,
while all Israel crossed over on dry
land, until the entire nation had
finished crossing the Jordan.

14|22

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL




THE SPIRIT TO SUCCEED | Michael Hattin
PardesioT11o

Institute of Jewish Studies December 2021 | DHDWﬂ navy

michaelh@pardes.org.il

The Sea of Reeds versus the Jordan River:
Exodus 14 - 15 vs. Joshua 3

Hasty and unanticipated exodus vs. plodding and planned crossing
Unexpectedly diverted route vs. dependable guidance to destination

Enemy pursuit and Israelite outcry vs. embrace of destiny and Israelite
calm

Moshe’s spontaneous reaction vs. Yehoshua’s deliberateness
Eastern wind vs. feet of Kohanim

Tunnel-like passage vs. riverbed expanse

Emergence into wilderness of Shur vs. entry into Promised Land

PANICKED OBJECTS VS. CONFIDENT SUBJECTS

Psalms 114

When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from
a people of strange speech,

Judah became His holy one, Israel, His dominion.
The sea saw them and fled, Jordan ran backward,
mountains skipped like rams, hills like sheep.

What alarmed you, O sea, that you fled, Jordan, that you ran
backward,

mountains, that you skipped like rams, hills, like sheep?

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the
presence of the God of Jacob,

who turned the rock into a pool of water, the flinty rock into
a fountain.
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When the entire nation had finished
crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to
Joshua,

“YU'N D'YIN YWY DY DYUDTIR D7 1077
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“Select twelve men from among the
people, one from each tribe,
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and instruct them as follows: Pick up
twelve stones from the spot exactly in
the middle of the Jordan, where the
priests’ feet are standing; take them
along with you and deposit them in the
place where you will spend the night.”
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Joshua summoned the twelve men
whom he had designated among the
Israelites, one from each tribe;
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and Joshua said to them, “Walk up to
the Ark of the LORD your God, in the
middle of the Jordan, and each of you
lift a stone onto his shoulder—
corresponding to the number of the
tribes of Israel.
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This shall serve as a symbol among
you: in time to come, when your
children ask, ‘What is the meaning of
these stones for you?’
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you shall tell them, ‘The waters of the
Jordan were cut off because of the Ark
of the LORD’s Covenant; when it
passed through the Jordan, the waters
of the Jordan were cut off.” And so
these stones shall serve the people of
Israel as a memorial for all time.”
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The Israelites did as Joshua ordered.
They picked up twelve stones,
corresponding to the number of the
tribes of Israel, from the middle of the
Jordan—as the LORD had charged
Joshua—and they took them along with
them to their night encampment and
deposited them there.
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Joshua also set up twelve stones in the
middle of the Jordan, at the spot where
the feet of the priests bearing the Ark of
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the Covenant had stood; and they have
remained there to this day.
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The priests who bore the Ark remained
standing in the middle of the Jordan
until all the instructions that the LORD
had ordered Joshua to convey to the
people had been carried out. And so the
people speedily crossed over, just as
Moses had assured Joshua in his charge
to him.
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And when all the people finished
crossing, the Ark of the LORD and the
priests advanced to the head of the
people.
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The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh went across
armed in the van of the Israelites, as
Moses had charged them.
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About forty thousand shock troops
went across, at the instance of the
LORD, to the steppes of Jericho for
battle.
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On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in
the sight of all Israel, so that they
revered him all his days as they had
revered Moses.
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The LORD said to Joshua,
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“Command the priests who bear the
Ark of the Pact to come up out of the
Jordan.”
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So Joshua commanded the priests,
“Come up out of the Jordan.”
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As soon as the priests who bore the Ark
of the LORD’s Covenant came up out of
the Jordan, and the feet of the priests
stepped onto the dry ground, the
waters of the Jordan resumed their
course, flowing over its entire bed as
before.
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The people came up from the Jordan
on the tenth day of the first month,
and encamped at Gilgal on the eastern
border of Jericho.
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And Joshua set up in Gilgal the twelve
stones they had taken from the Jordan.
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HINY' AUX WNRYT 7KW D278 N | He charged the Israelites as follows:
NN TNKY DNIXNX NN DR “In time to come, when your children
7NN DIXD ask their fathers, ‘What is the meaning
of those stones?’
11V NY2A2 X7 DRNIATNX DRVTINI tell your children: ‘Here the Israelites
NI TN TR crossed the Jordan on dry land.’
[T " N DI'AY7-X ' WninTx For the LORD your God dried up the
-7X "D DYY KD DNV TTY DMION waters of the Jordan before you until
“TY 121190 YINTIYX 910707 D' | you crossed, just as the LORD your God
ANy did to the Sea of Reeds, which He dried
up before us until we crossed.
D TUNX YIRD 'Y Ny T jvnY Thus all the peoples of the earth shall
D2'A7X NIN'NX DDXY [YNYT XD ApTD | know how mighty is the hand of the
(o) :om ' LORD, and you shall fear the LORD
your God always.”

The Twelve Stone Motif

from Joshua: The Challenge of the Promised Land by Michael
Hattin, Koren Publishers, Jerusalem, 2015.

The significance of twelve stones is obvious and is indicated by the text itself: they
represent the twelve tribes of Israel (4:4). In fact, this motif is found in at least
two other places in Tanakh that shed much light on the usage here. The first
occurs in the immediate aftermath of the revelation at Sinai some forty years
before. As the people stood at the foot of the mountain and Moshe prepared to
ascend to its peak, God concluded a special covenant with the people of Israel and
they agreed to observe His teachings. The passage in Sefer Shemot 24 relates that:

Moshe came and told the people all of God's words and the laws, and the
people answered with a single voice saying "we will perform all of the things that
God has said". Moshe transcribed all of God's words, arose early the next morning
and erected an altar at the foot of the mountain, and placed twelve standing
stones to represent the twelve tribes of Israel..." (Shemot/Exodus 24:3-11).

In this passage, the twelve stones standing sentinel-like and steadfast next to the
altar memorialize the acceptance of God's covenant by the people of Israel.

In a very different passage, from the period of the Aramean empire's ascendancy
some five hundred and fifty years after the entry into the land, the twelve stones
were again utilized to represent the twelve tribes of Israel. By this time, the people
of Israel had shed their tribal divisions to become a nation, but a nation
nonetheless divided into two disparate kingdoms. The southern kingdom,
populated in the main by the tribe of Yehuda, was ruled by the descendents of
David from Jerusalem the capital. The northern kingdom of Israel, comprised of
the so-called Ten Tribes, had already began its precipitous descent into idolatry
and immorality, a downward spiral that would conclude with its destruction and
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exile. A lone voice still dared to proclaim the truth of God's teachings in the face
of a hostile king and an estranged people.

The sybaritic message of the false prophets of Baal, who made no appeals for social
justice or moral development and in their place offered the numbing balm of
empty ceremonial, was forcefully opposed by the fiery Eliyahu (Elijah), who
single-handedly confronted eight hundred and fifty of them at Mount Carmel.
With the people of Israel massed around the combatants, Eliyahu chided the false
prophets who, try as they might, could not persuade Baal to send fire from the
heavens to consume their sacrifice. After their noisy but unsuccessful attempts, it
was Eliyahu's turn to stand before the people and petition God to respond:

Eliyahu said to all of the people "draw close to me", and all of the people
drew close to him. He then repaired the ruined altar of God. Eliyahu took twelve
stones according to the number of the tribes of Ya'acov, whom God had
addressed by saying: "Israel shall be your name". He built the stones into an
altar in the name of God..." (Melachim1:18:30-32).

In this context, the twelve stones of Israel constitute the very foundations of the
altar, symbol of the Divine service and of the noble attempt to bridge the daunting
distance between humanity and the Creator.

Both passages thus link twelve stones with the twelve tribes, as if this ancient and
evocative division of the people of Israel, Yaacov's own sons, could somehow be
petrified into permanence. In glaring contrast to Moshe's twelve stone pillars,
however, that embodied all of the promise of Israel's future, Eliyahu's altar stones
are a sad and pathetic reminder of a different time, an earlier epoch before Israel
had succumbed to the wiles of idolatry and renounced the Torah that was their
heritage. And while Moshe's stones stand apart and separate, Eliyahu's are
lovingly brought together to become a cohesive unity.

Returning now to our passage in Sefer Yehoshua, we can better appreciate the
symbolism of the twelve stones. Heaped up under the feet of the Kohanim, the
twelve stones speak of preserving the transcendent moment when the people of
Israel stood united in purpose and unified in trust. The miracle of the Yarden's
traversal was made possible by Israel's faith. At the banks of the Yarden, the often
uncomfortable dialectic between human enterprise and Divine intervention was
harmoniously resolved: guided by His ark, the people of Israel followed with
conviction and resolve, and God did not disappoint. The waters ceased to flow, the
people took the lead and entered the riverbed, and emerged into Canaan as a
nation.

But the crossing of the Yarden was not intended to become a moment frozen
in time and an ancient memory. Instead, traversing the river unleashed the
dynamic of founding a state. Therefore, the stones could not remain rooted
to the riverbed but had to also be borne into Canaan to accompany the
people on their journey. Where the people lodged, the stones lodged with
them, to indicate that life's most precious lessons of faith must not be
reduced to static commemorations.
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When all the kings of the Amorites on
the western side of the Jordan, and all
the kings of the Canaanites near the
Sea, heard how the LORD had dried up
the waters of the Jordan for the sake of
the Israelites until they crossed over,
they lost heart, and no spirit was left in
them because of the Israelites.
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At that time the LORD said to Joshua,
“Make flint knives and proceed with a
second circumcision of the Israelites.”
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So Joshua had flint knives made, and
the Israelites were circumcised at
Gibeath-haaraloth.
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This is the reason why Joshua had the
circumcision performed: All the people
who had come out of Egypt, all the
males of military age, had died during
the desert wanderings after leaving

Egypt.
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Now, whereas all the people who came
out of Egypt had been circumcised,
none of the people born after the
exodus, during the desert wanderings,
had been circumcised.
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For the Israelites had traveled in the
wilderness forty years, until the entire
nation—the men of military age who
had left Egypt—had perished; because
they had not obeyed the LORD, and the
LORD had sworn never to let them see
the land that the LORD had sworn to
their fathers to assign to us, a land
flowing with milk and honey.
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But He had raised up their sons in their
stead; and it was these that Joshua
circumcised, for they were
uncircumcised, not having been
circumcised on the way.
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After the circumcising of the whole
nation was completed, they remained
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where they were, in the camp, until
they recovered.
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And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today |
have rolled away from you the disgrace
of Egypt.” So that place was called
Gilgal, as it still is.
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Encamped at Gilgal, in the steppes of
Jericho, the Israelites offered the
passover sacrifice on the fourteenth day
of the month, toward evening.
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On the day after the passover offering,
on that very day, they ate of the
produce of the country, unleavened
bread and parched grain.
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On that same day, when they ate of
the produce of the land, the manna
ceased. The Israelites got no more
manna; that year they ate of the yield
of the land of Canaan.
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Once, when Joshua was near Jericho, he
looked up and saw a man standing
before him, drawn sword in hand.
Joshua went up to him and asked him,
“Are you one of us or of our enemies?”
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He replied, “No, | am captain of the
LORD’s host. Now | have come!” Joshua
threw himself face down to the ground
and, prostrating himself, said to him,
“What does my lord command his
servant?”
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The captain of the LORD’s host
answered Joshua, “Remove your
sandals from your feet, for the place
where you stand is holy.” And Joshua
did so.

6l Now Jericho was shut up tight
because of the Israelites; no one could
leave or enter.
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Trajectory of Exodus from Egypt: Exodus 12 - 13

Circumcision

Pesach sacrifice

Exodus from Egypt
Crossing of Sea of Reeds
Entry into wilderness
Manna begins to fall

Trajectory of Entry into Land: Joshua 3-5

Leaving wilderness behind
Crossing of Jordan River
Arrival in new land
Circumcision

Pesach sacrifice

Manna ceases to fall
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