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Brothers Crying Out From the Ground:
The Biblical Roots of Our Divided Society
Judy Klitsner

1. Cain and Abel
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The man knew Eve... she conceived and bore Cain, and said: 'l have acquired a man
with the LORD."' And she continued to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a
keeper of sheep, and Cain was a tiller of the ground. At the end of days, Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the LORD. And Abel, he also
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD paid heed
to Abel and to his offering; but to Cain and to his offering He did not pay heed. And

Cain was very angry and his face fell. And the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry
and why has your face fallen? Is it not so: if you do well, there will be uplift, and if
you do not do well, sin couches at the door; and to you is its desire, but you may rule
over it.” And Cain said to Abel his brother, and it was when they were in the field,

Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and killed him.

2. Abarbanel on verse 1

I have acquired a man with the Lord. ... she said this in order to brag: if the first time,
woman was created from man—flesh of his flesh and bone of his bones—now the man,
Cain, is made from the woman, Havvah... Therefore, man has no superiority over
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woman, since now man comes from woman. ‘I have acquired a man with God’ means
she attributed (Cain) to herself and not to his father.

3. Bereishit 1:16
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God made... the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night and the
stars.

4. Radak on verse 7
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If you will do well there will be uplift. If you improve your heart and deeds you will
have uplift, meaning atonement and forgiveness of sin, that is the evil inclination...

Bereishit 49:3
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Reuben, you are my first born... exceeding in rank and exceeding in honor.

5. Bereishit Rabbah
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Cain said to Abel his brother...What were they arguing about? They said, “Come, let us
divide the world.” One took the land and the other took the moveable objects. One said,
“The land you are standing on his mine.” The other said, “What you are wearing is
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mine.” One said, “Take it off!” the other said, “Get off!” As a result, “Cain arose over
Abel his brother and killed him.”

... What were they arguing about? One said, “In my portion will the holy temple be
built.” The other said, “In my portion will the holy temple be built”... As a result, Cain
arose over Abel his brother and killed him.”

Rabbi Yehuda bar Ami said, “They were arguing about Havvah.”

Rashi on verse 8:
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Cain said to Abel. He engaged in contentious words with him, to create a pretext
to kill him. There are many midrashim on this, but this is the plain sense of the
text.

6. Bereishit 37
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Joseph brought bad reports of them to their father. Israel loved Joseph best of all his
sons because he was the child of his old age; he made him a colorful tunic. His brothers
saw that their father loved him best and they hated him; they could not speak a friendly
word to him. Joseph dreamed a dream and told his brothers and they hated him more...
His brothers said to him, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you mean to rule over us?”
They hated him even more for his dreams and his words. He dreamed another dream
and told his brothers. He said, “... the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing
down to me.”

7. Bereishit 39
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After these things, his master’s wife raised her eyes to Joseph and said, “Lie with me!”
He refused and said to his master’s wife... She spoke to Joseph every day and he would
not heed her to lie with her... she grabbed him by his clothing saying, “Lie with me!” He
left his garment in her hand and he fled... She called her household staff and said to
them, “See, he has brought a Hebrew man to mock us. He came to me, to lie with me,
and | cried out in a loud voice...” She kept his garment with her until his master came to
his home. She spoke to him such words as these, saying, “he came to me, the Hebrew
servant, whom you brought to us, to mock me...” When his master heard the words of
his wife which she had spoken to him saying, “such as these things (words) your servant
did to me,” his anger flared.

8. Bereishit 45, 50
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Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph... and they were unable to answer him
because they were dumbfounded... Joseph said to his brothers, “Draw near to
me,” and they drew near. And he said, “l am Joseph your brother, whom you sold
to Egypt. And now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold
me here; God has sent me before you to save life... Now it is not you who sent me
here, but God; He has made me a father to Pharaoh... and a ruler over all the land
of Egypt. You will dwell in the land of Goshen and be close to me, you and your
children and grandchildren... and | will provide for you there...”
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He fell on Benjamin’s neck and cried and Benjamin cried on his neck... and he kissed all
his brothers and cried upon them, and afterwards his brothers spoke to him.
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...[And Joseph] consoled them, speaking to their hearts.

9. R.Yehuda Leon Ashkenazi
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If we were to write this verse, we would have written, “Love human beings as yourself.”
Why specifically “your fellow”? Would it not be more fitting to love the one who is not
your fellow? [But] the command has to be first and foremost in relation to your fellow.
It is easier for us to love those who are far from us, those with whom we are not in a
close relationship... Love for those people is general and amorphous. For this reason,
the Torah commands us to love the one who is near, your fellow, as yourself.
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