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Brothers Crying Out From the Ground: 

The Biblical Roots of Our Divided Society 

Judy Klitsner 

 

1. Cain and Abel 
 

 ויחִאָ תאֶ תדֶלֶלָ ףסֶתֹּוַ )ב :דוָדֹיְ תאֶ שׁיאִ יתִינִקָ רמֶאֹתּוַ ןיִקַ תאֶ דלֶתֵּוַ רהַתַּוַ וֹתּשְׁאִ הוָּחַ תאֶ עדַיָ םדָאָהָוְ )א
 החָנְמִ המָדָאֲהָ ירִפְּמִ ןיִקַ אבֵיָּוַ םימִיָ ץקֵּמִ יהִיְוַ )ג :המָדָאֲ דבֵעֹ היָהָ ןיִקַוְ ןאֹצ העֵרֹ לבֶהֶ יהִיְוַ לבֶהָ תאֶ
 לאֶוְ ןיִקַ לאֶוְ )ה :וֹתחָנְמִ לאֶוְ לבֶהֶ לאֶ דוָדֹיְ עשַׁיִּוַ ןהֶבֵלְחֶמֵוּ וֹנאֹצ תוֹרכֹבְּמִ אוּה םגַ איבִהֵ לבֶהֶוְ )ד :דוָדֹילַ
ֹיּוַ )ו( :וינָפָּ וּלפְּיִּוַ דאֹמְ ןיִקַלְ רחַיִּוַ העָשָׁ אֹל וֹתחָנְמִ  )ז( :Wינֶֽפָ וּל֥פְנָ המָּלָ֖וְ Tלָ֔ הרָחָ֣ המָּלָ֚ ןיִקָ֑־לאֶ ק֖וָקֹיְ רמֶא֥
ֹל ם֙אִוְ תאֵ֔שְׂ ב֙יטִיתֵּ־םאִ אוֹל֤הֲ ֹיּוַ :וֹבּֽ־לשָׁמְתִּ התָּ֖אַוְ וֹת֔קָוּשׁ֣תְּ W֙ילֶ֨אֵוְ ץבֵ֑רֹ תאטָּ֣חַ חתַפֶּ֖לַ ביטִ֔יתֵ א֣  ןיִקַ֖ רמֶא֥
  :וּהגֵֽרְהַיַּוַ ויחִ֖אָ לבֶהֶ֥־לאֶ ןיִקַ֛ םקָ יָּ֥וַ הדֶ֔שָּׂבַּ םתָ֣וֹיהְבִּ י֙הִיְ וַֽ ויחִ֑אָ לבֶהֶ֣־לאֶ

The man knew Eve… she conceived and bore Cain, and said: 'I have acquired a man 
with the LORD.' And she continued to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, and Cain was a tiller of the ground.  At the end of days, Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the LORD.  And Abel, he also 
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD paid heed 
to Abel and to his offering; but to Cain and to his offering He did not pay heed. And 
Cain was very angry and his face fell. And the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry 
and why has your face fallen? Is it not so: if you do well, there will be uplift, and if 
you do not do well, sin couches at the door; and to you is its desire, but you may rule 
over it.”  And Cain said to Abel his brother, and it was when they were in the field, 
Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and killed him.   

 

2. Abarbanel on verse 1 

I have acquired a man with the Lord. … she said this in order to brag: if the first time, 
woman was created from man—flesh of his flesh and bone of his bones—now the man, 
Cain, is made from the woman, Havvah…  Therefore, man has no superiority over 
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woman, since now man comes from woman. ‘I have acquired a man with God’ means 
she attributed (Cain) to herself and not to his father. 

 

3. Bereishit 1:16 

 :םיבִֽכָוֹכּהַ תאֵ֖וְ הלָיְלַּ֔הַ תלֶשֶׁ֣מְמֶלְ ן֙טֹקָּהַ רוֹא֤מָּהַ־תאֶוְ םוֹיּ֔הַ תלֶשֶׁ֣מְמֶלְ ל֙דֹגָּהַ רוֹא֤מָּהַ־תאֶ ...םיהִ֔�אֱ שׂעַיַּ֣ו

 

God made… the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night and the 
stars. 

 
4. Radak on verse 7 

   
 תומש( ןוע אשונ ומכ החילסו הרפכ שוריפ ,תאש ךל היהי ךישעמו ךבל ביטת םא - תאש ביטת םא אלה
 ...ערה רצי אוה תאטח לש )ד"ל

If you will do well there will be uplift. If you improve your heart and deeds you will 
have uplift, meaning atonement and forgiveness of sin, that is the evil inclination… 

 
Bereishit 49:3 

 :זעָ רתֶיֶוְ תאֵשְׂ רתֶיֶ ינִוֹא תישִׁארֵוְ יחִכֹּ התָּאַ ירִכֹבְּ ןבֵוּארְ

Reuben, you are my first born... exceeding in rank and exceeding in honor. 

5. Bereishit Rabbah 
 

 רמא ןיד .ןילטלטמה תא לטנ דחאו תועקרקה לטנ דחא םלועה תא קולחנו ואוב ורמא ?םיניידמ ויה המ לע
 ןיק םקיו ךכ ךותמ חרפ רמא ןידו ץולח רמא ןיד .ידיד שיבל תאד המ רמא ןידו ידיד הילע םיאק תאד אערא
 תא ולטנ ןהינשו תועקרקה תא ולטנ םהינש רמא יול יבר םשב ןינכסד עשוהי יבר .והגרהיו ויחא לבה לא
 שדקמה תיב ימוחתב רמוא הזו הנבנ שדקמה תיב ימוחתב רמוא הז אלא ?ןיניידמ ויה המ לעו ןילטלטמה
 ויה הנושארה הוח לע רמא ימא רב הדוהי .'וגו ויחא לבה לא ןיק םקיו )ד תישארב( ךכ ךותמו ...הנבנ
 ...ןיניידמ

 
Cain said to Abel his brother…What were they arguing about? They said, “Come, let us 
divide the world.” One took the land and the other took the moveable objects. One said, 
“The land you are standing on his mine.” The other said, “What you are wearing is 
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mine.” One said, “Take it off!” the other said, “Get off!” As a result, “Cain arose over 
Abel his brother and killed him.” 
 
… What were they arguing about? One said, “In my portion will the holy temple be 
built.” The other said, “In my portion will the holy temple be built”… As a result, Cain 
arose over Abel his brother and killed him.” 
 
Rabbi Yehuda bar Ami said, “They were arguing about Havvah.” 
 
Rashi on verse 8: 

  :ארקמ לש ובושי הז ךא הדגא ישרדמ הזב שיו  וגרהל וילע ללועתהל הצמו ביר ירבדב ומע סנכנ

Cain said to Abel. He engaged in contentious words with him, to create a pretext 
to kill him. There are many midrashim on this, but this is the plain sense of the 
text.  

6. Bereishit 37 

 תנֶתֹ֥כְּ וֹל֖ השָׂעָ֥וְ וֹל֑ אוּה֖ םינִ֥קֻזְ־ןבֶ־יכִּֽ וינָ֔בָּ־לכָּמִ ף֙סֵוֹי־תאֶ בהַ֤אָ לאֵ֗רָשְׂיִוְ :םהֶֽיבִאֲ־לאֶ העָ֖רָ םתָ֥בָּדִּ־תאֶ ףסֵ֛וֹי אבֵ֥יָּוַ
ֹלוְ וֹת֑אֹ וּא֖נְשְׂיִּ וַֽ ויחָ֔אֶ־לכָּמִ ם֙הֶיבִאֲ בהַ֤אָ וֹת֞אֹ־יכִּֽ ויחָ֗אֶ וּא֣רְיִּוַ :םיסִּֽפַּ   :םֽ�שָׁלְ וֹר֥בְּדַּ וּל֖כְיָ א֥

ֹנשְׂ דוֹע֖ וּפסִ֥וֹיּוַ ויחָ֑אֶלְ דגֵּ֖יַּוַ םוֹל֔חֲ ף֙סֵוֹי ם֤�חֲיַּוַ ֹיּוַ ... :וֹתֽאֹ א֥  לשֹׁ֖מְתִּ לוֹשׁ֥מָ־םאִ וּנילֵ֔עָ �T֙מְתִּ T֤�מָהֲ ויחָ֔אֶ וֹ֙ל וּרמְא֤
ֹנשְׂ ד֙וֹע וּפסִ֤וֹיּוַ וּנבָּ֑ ֹיּוַ ויחָ֑אֶלְ וֹת֖אֹ רפֵּ֥סַיְוַ רחֵ֔אַ םוֹל֣חֲ ד֙וֹע ם֥�חֲיַּוַ :וירָֽבָדְּ־לעַוְ ויתָ֖מֹ�חֲ־לעַ וֹת֔אֹ א֣  יתִּֽמְלַ֤חָ הנֵּ֨הִ רמֶא֗
 :ילִֽ םיוִ֖חֲתַּשְׁמִֽ םיבִ֔כָוֹכּֽ ר֙שָׂעָ דחַ֤אַוְ חַרֵ֗יָּהַוְ שׁמֶשֶּׁ֣הַ הנֵּ֧הִוְ דוֹע֔ ם֙וֹלחֲ

Joseph brought bad reports of them to their father. Israel loved Joseph best of all his 
sons because he was the child of his old age; he made him a colorful tunic. His brothers 
saw that their father loved him best and they hated him; they could not speak a friendly 
word to him. Joseph dreamed a dream and told his brothers and they hated him more… 
His brothers said to him, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you mean to rule over us?” 
They hated him even more for his dreams and his words. He dreamed another dream 
and told his brothers. He said, “… the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me.” 

7. Bereishit 39 

ֹתּוַ ףסֵ֑וֹי־לאֶ הָינֶ֖יעֵ־תאֶ וינָ֛דֹאֲ־תשֶׁאֵֽ אשָּׂ֧תִּוַ הלֶּאֵ֔הָ םירִ֣בָדְּהַ ר֙חַאַ יהִ֗יְוַ ֹיּוַ ׀ןאֵ֓מָיְוַ :ימִּֽעִ הבָ֥כְשִׁ רמֶא֖ ־לאֶ ר֙מֶא֙
 הּלָ֖צְאֶ בכַּ֥שְׁלִ הָילֶ֛אֵ עמַ֥שָׁ־אֹלוְ םוֹי֑ ׀םוֹי֣ ףסֵ֖וֹי־לאֶ הּרָ֥בְּדַכְּ יהִ֕יְוַ ...תיִבָּ֑בַּ־המַ יתִּ֖אִ עדַ֥יָ־אֹל ינִ֔דֹאֲ ןהֵ֣ וינָ֔דֹאֲ תשֶׁאֵ֣
 ישֵׁ֣נְאַלְ ארָ֞קְתִּוַ  ... :הצָוּחֽהַ אצֵ֥יֵּוַ סנָיָּ֖וַ הּדָ֔יָבְּ וֹ֙דגְבִּ בזֹ֤עֲיַּוַ ימִּ֑עִ הבָ֣כְשִׁ רמֹ֖אלֵ וֹד֛גְבִבְּ וּהשֵׂ֧פְּתְתִּוַ...:הּמָּֽעִ תוֹי֥הְלִ
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ֹתּוַ הּתָ֗יבֵ   ...:לוֹדֽגָּ לוֹק֥בְּ ארָ֖קְאֶוָ ימִּ֔עִ בכַּ֣שְׁלִ י֙לַאֵ אבָּ֤ וּנבָּ֑ קחֶצַ֣לְ ירִ֖בְעִ שׁיאִ֥ וּנלָ֛ איבִהֵ֥ וּא֗רְ רמֹ֔אלֵ ם֙הֶלָ רמֶא֤
־רשֶׁאֲ ירִ֛בְעִהָֽ דבֶעֶ֧הָ ילַ֞אֵ־אבָּֽ רמֹ֑אלֵ הלֶּאֵ֖הָ םירִ֥בָדְּכַּ וילָ֔אֵ רבֵּ֣דַתְּוַ :וֹתֽיבֵּ־לאֶ וינָ֖דֹאֲ אוֹבּ֥־דעַ הּלָ֑צְאֶ וֹד֖גְבִּ חנַּ֥תַּוַ

 ילִ֖ השָׂעָ֥ הלֶּאֵ֔הָ םירִ֣בָדְּכַּ רמֹ֔אלֵ ו֙ילָאֵ הרָ֤בְּדִּ רשֶׁ֨אֲ וֹתּ֗שְׁאִ ירֵ֣בְדִּ־תאֶ וינָ֜דֹאֲ עַמֹ֨שְׁכִ י֩הִיְוַ ..:יבִּֽ קחֶצַ֥לְ וּנלָּ֖ תָאבֵ֥הֵ
 :וֹפּֽאַ רחַיִּ֖וַ Wדֶּ֑בְעַ

 
After these things, his master’s wife raised her eyes to Joseph and said, “Lie with me!” 
He refused and said to his master’s wife… She spoke to Joseph every day and he would 
not heed her to lie with her… she grabbed him by his clothing saying, “Lie with me!” He 
left his garment in her hand and he fled… She called her household staff and said to 
them, “See, he has brought a Hebrew man to mock us. He came to me, to lie with me, 
and I cried out in a loud voice…” She kept his garment with her until his master came to 
his home. She spoke to him such words as these, saying, “he came to me, the Hebrew 
servant, whom you brought to us, to mock me…” When his master heard the words of 
his wife which she had spoken to him saying, “such as these things (words) your servant 
did to me,” his anger flared. 

 
8. Bereishit 45, 50  

 

ֹיּוַ  ֹלוְ …ףסֵ֔וֹי ינִ֣אֲ ו֙יחָאֶ־לאֶ ףסֵ֤וֹי רמֶא֨ ֹיּוַ :וינָֽפָּמִ וּל֖הֲבְנִ יכִּ֥ וֹת֔אֹ תוֹנ֣עֲלַ ו֙יחָאֶ וּל֤כְיָ־אֽ  אנָ֥־וּשׁגְּ ויחָ֛אֶ־לאֶ ףסֵ֧וֹי רמֶא֨
ֹיּוַ וּשׁגָּ֑יִּוַ ילַ֖אֵ ־יכִּֽ םכֶ֔ינֵיעֵ֣בְּ ר֙חַיִ֙־לאַוְ וּב֗צְעָ֣תֵּ־לאַ ׀התָּ֣עַוְ  :המָיְרָֽצְמִ יתִ֖אֹ םתֶּ֥רְכַמְ־רשֶׁאֲ םכֶ֔יחִאֲ ףסֵ֣וֹי י֙נִאֲ רמֶא֗
ֹל התָּ֗עַוְ...:םכֶֽינֵפְלִ םיהִ֖�אֱ ינִחַ֥לָשְׁ היָ֔חְמִֽלְ יכִּ֣ הנָּהֵ֑ יתִ֖אֹ םתֶּ֥רְכַמְ  םיהִ֑�אֱהָ יכִּ֖ הנָּהֵ֔ י֙תִאֹ םתֶּ֤חְלַשְׁ םתֶּ֞אַ־אֽ
 התָּ֕אַ ילַ֔אֵ ב֙וֹרקָ תָייִ֤הָוְ ןשֶׁגֹּ֗־ץרֶאֶֽבְ תָּ֣בְשַׁיָוְ :םיִרָֽצְמִ ץרֶאֶ֥־לכָבְּ לשֵׁ֖מֹוּ וֹת֔יבֵּ־לכָלְ ן֙וֹדאָלְוּ העֹ֗רְפַלְ באָ֜לְ ינִֽמֵ֨ישִׂיְוַ
  …םשָׁ֔ W֙תְאֹֽ יתִּ֤לְכַּלְכִוְ …Wינֶ֑בָ ינֵ֣בְוּ Wינֶ֖בָוּ

 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph… and they were unable to answer him 
because they were dumbfounded… Joseph said to his brothers, “Draw near to 
me,” and they drew near. And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold 
to Egypt. And now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold 
me here; God has sent me before you to save life… Now it is not you who sent me 

over all the land ruler He has made me a father to Pharaoh… and a here, but God; 
of Egypt. You will dwell in the land of Goshen and be close to me, you and your 
children and grandchildren… and I will provide for you there…”  

 
 
 



Brothers Crying Out from the Ground 
Judy Klitsner 

judyklitsner@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org 

  
5 
 

  ותּאִ ויחָאֶ וּרבְּדִּ ןכֵ ירֵחֲאַוְ םהֶלֵעֲ ךְּבְיֵּוַ ויחָאֶ לכָלְ קשֵּׁנַיְוַ ...ךְּבְיֵּוַ ויחִאָ ןמִיָנְבִ ירֵאוְּצַ לעַ לפֹּיִּוַ

He fell on Benjamin’s neck and cried and Benjamin cried on his neck… and he kissed all 
his brothers and cried upon them, and afterwards his brothers spoke to him. 

 

 :םבָּלִ לעַ רבֵּדַיְוַ םתָוֹא םחֵנַיְוַ ...

…[And Joseph] consoled them, speaking to their hearts. 

 
9. R. Yehuda Leon Ashkenazi 

 ?'ךערל' אקווד עודמ .'ךומכ םדאה ינב תא תבהאו' םיבתוכ ונייה קוספה תא םיבתוכ ונייה ונחנא םא
 רתוי ונל לק .ךער יפלכ לכ םדוק תויהל ךירצ יוויצה …  ?ךער וניאש ימ תא םג בוהאל יואר אל םאה
 .ויפלכ תוביוחמ ונל ןיאו הבורק םיסחי תכרעמ ותיא ונל ןיאש ימ תא ,ונתיאמ קוחרש ימ תא בוהאל
  .ךומכ ,ךער – בורקה תא בוהאל... ונתוא הווצמ הרותה ךכ םושמ .תיפרומאו תיללכ איה וילא הביחה

 
 

If we were to write this verse, we would have written, “Love human beings as yourself.” 
Why specifically “your fellow”? Would it not be more fitting to love the one who is not 
your fellow? [But] the command has to be first and foremost in relation to your fellow. 
It is easier for us to love those who are far from us, those with whom we are not in a 
close relationship…  Love for those people is general and amorphous. For this reason, 
the Torah commands us to love the one who is near, your fellow, as yourself. 
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