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The Tent, the Field, and the Battlefield:
How Stories of Biblical Women Mine and Undermine Each Other

1. Genesis 12
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The Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house to the
land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your
name great, and you shall be a blessing...

2. Genesis 15
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But Abram said, “...what can You give me, seeing that | shall die childless...” The word of the
Lord came...“none but your very own issue shall be your heir.”

3. Genesis 16
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Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children...And Sarai said to Abram... “Consort with my
maid; perhaps | shall be built up through her.”

4. Genesis 17
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God said to Abraham... | will bless her (Sarah) and give you a son from her... And Abraham
fell on his face and laughed and said... “If only Ishmael would live before you!” God said, “But
Sarah your wife will bear you a child...”

5. Genesis 18
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The Lord appeared to him ...he was sitting at the entrance of the tent... he ran from the
entrance to the tent to greet them... Quickly, Abraham went into the tent to Sarah, and said,
“Quick... knead and make cakes!” ... and Abraham ran to the cattle...They said to him, “Where
is your wife, Sarah?” And he replied, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will return to you
next year, and your wife Sarah will have a son!” Sarah was listening at the entrance to the
tent... And Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. Sarah had ceased having the
periods (lit. “the paths”) of women. And Sarah laughed... “Now that | am withered am | to have
enjoyment...”

6. Genesis 24
72N DI LYN K) 1'PYD QR TR INY? NIRYD NN7VU0 11100 'Y 7V 1x2 IR 1IN

As | stand by the spring of water, let the young woman who comes out to draw and to whom
| say, ‘Please, let me drink a little water from your jar...’
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“Drink, my lord,” and she quickly lowered her jar and let him drink... Quickly emptying her jar...
she ran back to the well...and she drew for all his camels.
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And they called to Rebecca... “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.”
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And they blessed Rebecca saying, “O sister! May you grow into thousands of myriads; may
your offspring seize the gates of their foes.”

Genesis 22
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“I' will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven...and
your descendants shall seize the gates of their foes.”

7. Genesis 24
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And Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening, and, looking up, he saw camels
approaching. Raising her eyes, Rebecca saw Isaac. She fell from the camel and said to the
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servant, “Who is that man walking in the field toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my
master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. Isaac then brought her into the tent of his
mother Sarah, and he took Rebecca as his wife. Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort after
his mother’s death.

8. Genesis 25
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Isaac pleaded with the Lord in the presence of his wife...and the Lord responded to his plea,
and his wife Rebekah conceived.

9. Genesis 25, 27
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But the children struggled in her womb. She said, “If this is so, why do | exist?”
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And Rebecca said... “If Jacob marries a Hittite woman... what good is my life?
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Rachel saw that she did not bear a child to Jacob... she said, “Give me children and if not |
shall die.”

10. Akedat Yitzhak (Isaac Arama):

The two names “Ishah” and “Havvah” indicate two purposes. The first teaches that woman was
taken from man, emphasizing that, like him, she was capable of understanding and advancing
intellectually and morally... The second alludes to the power of childbearing and rearing children, as
is indicated by the name Havvah, the mother of all the living. A woman deprived of the power of
childbearing will be deprived of the secondary purpose and be left with the ability to do evil or good,
like the man who is sterile... Jacob was therefore angry with Rachel when she said, “give me children
orif not | shall die.” [By exhibiting anger he sought to] ...reprimand her and make her understand
this all-important principle: her childlessness did not render her a dead person as far as their joint
purpose in life was concerned, just the same as it would be had he been childless.

11. Judges 4
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Deborah, woman of Lappidoth, was a prophetess; she led Israel in that time. She used to sit
under the Palm of Deborah...and the Israelites would come to her for judgment. She
summoned Barak...and said to him, “The LORD...has commanded: Go up to Mount Tabor...and
| will draw Sisera toward you... and | will deliver him into your hands.” But Barak said to her, “If
you will go with me, | will go; if not, | will not go.” “I will go with you,” she answered. “However,
there will be no glory for you... for then the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hands of a
woman.”

Judges 4-5
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And the Lord threw Sisera and his chariots...into a panic... and Sisera dismounted his chariot
and fled on foot... All of Sisera’s soldiers fell... not a man was left. ... And Deborah sang... “l will
sing, will sing to the Lord...”

Exodus 15
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Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song... “I will sing to the Lord...”
12. Judges 4
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And Sisera fled by foot to the tent of Jael...Jael ...said to him, “...come in here, do not be afraid.”
So he entered her tent, and she covered him with a blanket. He said to her, “Please let me
have some water; | am thirsty.” She opened a skin of milk and gave him some to drink... He
said to her, “Stand at the entrance of the tent. If anybody comes and asks you if there is
anybody here, say ‘No.” Then Jael... took a tent pin... when he was fast asleep...she drove the
pin through his temple ... Thus he died. Now Barak appeared in pursuit of Sisera. Jael went out
to greet him and said, “Go, | will show you the man you are looking for.” ...there Sisera was
lying dead, with the pin in his temple.

Deborah’s song of triumph, Judges 5
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In the days of Jael paths ceased. And wayfarers went by roundabout paths. Deliverance
ceased... till | Deborah arose... a mother in Israel!
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Most blessed of women be Jael,... more blessed than the women of the tent.
13. Manoah and his wife, Judges 13

LIDNI DI R DI ARV A DT2 DN0ERT2EN?EMPY AR RY N30 DR N NGRD R AINLIND N
N2/ NI 7ip2 D'RD VAL cT2440 W27 nYUA N AnMi7R TiV N RI2AN2Y WX 00780 WK TN
NN NAY 'R ALK DI T2 DAY RN NYKRD 78 TIV D780 IR7M

There was a certain man... whose name was Manoah. His wife was barren...An angel of the
Lord appeared to the woman and said to her “...you shall conceive and bear a son... Manoah
pleaded with the Lord. “...please let the man of God... come to us again, and let him instruct
us how to act with the child that is to be born.” God heeded Manoah’s plea, and the angel of
God came to the woman again. She was sitting in the field and her husband Manoah was not
with her.

Judy Klitsner is a senior educator at Pardes. A disciple of the great Torah teacher Nehama
Leibowitz, Judy lectures internationally, bringing an accessible, text-based teaching style to her
broad and diverse audiences.

Judy is the author of the award-winning book Subversive Sequels in the Bible: How Biblical Stories
Mine and Undermine Each Other. She is the founding board chair of Sacred Spaces, an
organization that seeks to address abuses of power in Jewish institutions.

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes inspires
engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and active participants.
For more information see www.pardes.org.il.
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