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The Tent, the Field, and the Battlefield:  
How Stories of Biblical Women Mine and Undermine Each Other 

1. Genesis 12 

וָה אֶל אַבְרָם לֶךְ לְךָ מֵאַרְצְךָ וּמִמּוֹלַדְתְךָ וּמִבֵית אָבִיךָ אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר  ֹּאמֶר יְהֹּ וְאֶעֶשְךָ לְגוֹי גָדוֹל וַאֲבָרֶכְךָ וַאֲגַדְלָה   אַרְאֶךָ: ויַ
ר וְנִבְרְכוּ בְך...   שְמֶךָ וֶהְיֵה בְרָכָה: וַאֲבָרְכָה מְבָרֲכֶיךָ וּמְקַלֶלְךָ אָאֹּ

The Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, and you shall be a blessing…  

2. Genesis 15 

כִי הוֹלֵךְ עֲרִירִי וּבֶן מֶשֶק בֵיתִי הוּא דַמֶּשֶק ֹּאמֶר אַבְרָם אֲדֹּנָי יהֱוִֹה מַה תִתֶן לִי וְאָנֹּ ר     אֱלִיעֶזֶר...  ויַ וָה אֵלָיו לֵאמֹּ וְהִנֵה דְבַר יְהֹּ
 לֹּא יִירָשְךָ זֶה כִי אִם אֲשֶר יצֵֵא מִמֵּעֶיךָ הוּא יִירָשֶךָ: 

But Abram said, “…what can You give me, seeing that I shall die childless...” The word of the 
Lord came…“none but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 

3.  Genesis 16 

וָה מִלֶדֶת בֹּא נָא   וְשָרַי אֵשֶת אַבְרָם לֹּא יָלְדָה לוֹ וְלָהּ שִפְחָה מִצְרִית וּשְמָהּ הָגָר: וַתֹּאמֶר שָרַי אֶל אַבְרָם הִנֵה נָא עֲצָרַנִי יְהֹּ
 וֹל שָרָי: אֶל שִפְחָתִי אוּלַי אִבָנֶה מִמֶּנָה ויִַשְמַע אַבְרָם לְק

Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children…And Sarai said to Abram… “Consort with my 
maid; perhaps I shall be built up through her.” 

4.  Genesis 17 

לְךָ   מִמֶּנָה  נָתַתִי  וְגַם  תָהּ  אֹּ וּבֵרַכְתִי  אַבְרָהָם...  אֶל  אֱלֹהִים  ֹּאמֶר  ֹּאמֶר  ויַ ויַ ויִַצְחָק...  פָנָיו  עַל  אַבְרָהָם  ל  ויִַפֹּ בֵן... 
לֶדֶת לְךָ בֵן...  ֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִים אֲבָל שָרָה אִשְתְךָ יֹּ  אַבְרָהָם... לוּ יִשְמָעֵאל יִחְיֶה לְפָנֶיךָ: ויַ

God said to Abraham… I will bless her (Sarah) and give you a son from her… And Abraham 
fell on his face and laughed and said… “If only Ishmael would live before you!” God said, “But 
Sarah your wife will bear you a child…” 

5. Genesis 18 

ם הַיוֹם... וישא עיניו ויר  הֶל כְחֹּ וָה בְאֵלֹנֵי מַמְרֵא וְהוּא ישֵב פֶתַח הָאֹּ א והנה שלשה אנשים... וירץ  ויֵַרָא אֵלָיו יְהֹּ
ֹּאמֶר מַהֲרִי... וַעֲשִי עֻגוֹת...ואל הבקר רץ אברהם...  הֱלָה אֶל שָרָה ויַ ֹּאמְרוּ אֵלָיו אַיֵה שָרָה   לקראתם...ויְַמַהֵר אַבְרָהָם הָאֹּ ויַ

ֹּאמֶר שוֹב אָשוּב אֵלֶיךָ כָעֵת חַיָה וְ  הֶל... ויַ ֹּאמֶר הִנֵה בָאֹּ הֶל...אִשְתֶךָ ויַ מַעַת פֶתַח הָאֹּ  הִנֵה בֵן לְשָרָה אִשְתֶךָ וְשָרָה שֹּ
רַח כַנָשִים ר אַחֲרֵי בְלֹתִי הָיְתָה לִי עֶדְנָה  :וְאַבְרָהָם וְשָרָה זְקֵנִים בָאִים בַיָמִים חָדַל לִהְיוֹת לְשָרָה אֹּ ותִצְחַק שָרָה בְקִרְבָהּ לֵאמֹּ

 וַאדֹּנִי זָקֵן: 
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The Lord appeared to him ...he was sitting at the entrance of the tent... he ran from the 
entrance to the tent to greet them… Quickly, Abraham went into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
“Quick... knead and make cakes!” … and Abraham ran to the cattle…They said to him, “Where 
is your wife, Sarah?” And he replied, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will return to you 
next year, and your wife Sarah will have a son!” Sarah was listening at the entrance to the 
tent... And Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. Sarah had ceased having the 
periods (lit. “the paths”) of women. And Sarah laughed… “Now that I am withered am I to have 
enjoyment…” 

6. Genesis 24 

ב וְאָמַרְתִי אֵלֶיהָ הַשְקִינִ  צֵאת לִשְאֹּ כִי נִצָב עַל עֵין הַמָּיִם וְהָיָה הָעַלְמָה הַיֹּ  י נָא מְעַט מַיִם מִכַדֵךְ: הִנֵה אָנֹּ

As I stand by the spring of water, let the young woman who comes out to draw and to whom 
I say, ‘Please, let me drink a little water from your jar…’ 

רֶד כַדָהּ עַל יָדָהּ וַתַשְקֵהוּ ב וַתִשְאַב לְכָל גְמַלָיו :וַתֹּאמֶר שְתֵה אֲדֹּנִי וַתְמַהֵר וַתֹּ  :וַתְמַהֵר ... וַתָרָץ עוֹד... לִשְאֹּ

“Drink, my lord,” and she quickly lowered her jar and let him drink… Quickly emptying her jar… 
she ran back to the well…and she drew for all his camels. 

ֹּא  מְרוּ אֵלֶיהָ הֲתֵלְכִי עִם הָאִיש הַזֶה וַתֹּאמֶר אֵלֵךְ: ויִַקְרְאוּ לְרִבְקָה ויַ

And they called to Rebecca… “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” 

תֵנוּ אַתְ הֲיִי לְאַלְפֵי רְבָבָה וְיִירַש זַרְעֵךְ אֵת שַעַר שנְ  ֹּאמְרוּ לָהּ אֲחֹּ  אָיוויְַבָרֲכוּ אֶת רִבְקָה ויַ

And they blessed Rebecca saying, “O sister! May you grow into thousands of myriads; may 
your offspring seize the gates of their foes.” 

Genesis 22 

יְבָיו כִי בָרֵךְ אֲבָרֶכְךָ וְהַרְבָה אַרְבֶה אֶת זַרְעֲךָ כְכוֹכְבֵי הַשָמַיִם וְכַחוֹל אֲשֶר עַל   שְפַת הַיָם וְיִרַש זַרְעֲךָ אֵת שַעַר אֹּ

“I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven…and 
your descendants shall seize the gates of their foes.” 

7. Genesis 24 

ל   רֶב ויִַשָא עֵינָיו ויַַרְא וְהִנֵה גְמַלִים בָאִיםויֵַצֵא יִצְחָק לָשוּחַ בַשָדֶה לִפְנוֹת עָ  וַתִשָא רִבְקָה אֶת עֵינֶיהָ וַתֵרֶא אֶת יִצְחָק וַתִפֹּ
ֹּאמֶר הָעֶבֶד הוּא אֲדֹּנִי וַתִקַח  מֵעַל הַגָמָל: לֵךְ בַשָדֶה לִקְרָאתֵנוּ ויַ  הַצָעִיף וַתִתְכָס: וַתֹּאמֶר אֶל הָעֶבֶד מִי הָאִיש הַלָזֶה הַהֹּ

הֱלָה שָרָה אִמּוֹ ויִַקַח אֶת רִבְקָה וַתְהִי לוֹ לְאִשָה ויֶַאֱהָבֶהָ ויִַנָחֵם יִצְחָק אַחֲ   רֵי אִמּוֹ:ויְַבִאֶהָ יִצְחָק הָאֹּ

And Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening, and, looking up, he saw camels 
approaching. Raising her eyes, Rebecca saw Isaac. She fell from the camel and said to the  
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servant, “Who is that man walking in the field toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my 
master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. Isaac then brought her into the tent of his 
mother Sarah, and he took Rebecca as his wife. Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort after 
his mother’s death. 

8. Genesis 25 

וָה וַתַהַר רִבְקָה אִשְת כַח אִשְתוֹ כִי עֲקָרָה הִוא ויֵַעָתֶר לוֹ יְהֹּ וָה לְנֹּ  וֹ: ויֶַעְתַר יִצְחָק לַיהֹּ

Isaac pleaded with the Lord in the presence of his wife…and the Lord responded to his plea, 
and his wife Rebekah conceived.  

9. Genesis 25, 27 

כִי   ויִַתְרֹּצֲצוּ הַבָנִים בְקִרְבָהּ וַתֹּאמֶר אִם כֵן לָמָּה זֶה אָנֹּ

But the children struggled in her womb. She said, “If this is so, why do I exist?” 

ב אִשָה מִבְנוֹת חֵת כָאֵלֶה מִבְנוֹת הָאָרֶ   ץ לָמָּה לִי חַיִים:וַתֹּאמֶר רִבְקָה...קַצְתִי בְחַיַי מִפְנֵי בְנוֹת חֵת אִם לֹקֵחַ יַעֲקֹּ

And Rebecca said… “If Jacob marries a Hittite woman… what good is my life? 

 ותרא רחל כי לא ילדה ליעקב... ותאמר... הבה לי בנים ואם אין מתה אנוכי

Rachel saw that she did not bear a child to Jacob… she said, “Give me children and if not I 
shall die.”  

10. Akedat Yitzhak (Isaac Arama): 

The two names “Ishah” and “Havvah” indicate two purposes.  The first teaches that woman was 
taken from man, emphasizing that, like him, she was capable of understanding and advancing 
intellectually and morally… The second alludes to the power of childbearing and rearing children, as 
is indicated by the name Havvah, the mother of all the living.  A woman deprived of the power of 
childbearing will be deprived of the secondary purpose and be left with the ability to do evil or good, 
like the man who is sterile…  Jacob was therefore angry with Rachel when she said, “give me children 
or if not I shall die.”  [By exhibiting anger he sought to] ...reprimand her and make her understand 
this all-important principle: her childlessness did not render her a dead person as far as their joint 
purpose in life was concerned, just the same as it would be had he been childless. 

11. Judges 4 

פְטָה אֶת יִשְרָאֵל בָעֵת הַהִיא: מֶר דְבוֹרָה... וּדְבוֹרָה אִשָה נְבִיאָה אֵשֶת לַפִידוֹת הִיא שֹּ ויַַעֲלוּ אֵלֶיהָ בְנֵי    וְהִיא יוֹשֶבֶת תַחַת תֹּ
עַם ...  יִשְרָאֵל לַמִּשְפָט: וָה אֱלֹהֵי יִשְרָאֵל לֵךְ וּמָשַכְתָ בְהַר תָבוֹר...  וַתִשְלַח וַתִקְרָא לְבָרָק בֶן אֲבִינֹּ   וַתֹּאמֶר אֵלָיו הֲלֹּא צִוָּה יְהֹּ

ֹּאמֶר אֵלֶיהָ  וּמָשַכְתִי אֵלֶיךָ... אֶת סִיסְרָא... וּנְתַתִיהוּ בְיָדֶךָ:     בָרָק אִם תֵלְכִי עִמִּי וְהָלָכְתִי וְאִם לֹּא תֵלְכִי עִמִּי לֹּא אֵלֵךְ: ויַ
וָה אֶת סִיסְרָא ...וַתֹּאמֶר הָלֹךְ אֵלֵךְ עִמָּךְ אֶפֶס כִי לֹּא תִהְיֶה תִפְאַרְתְךָ עַל הַדֶרֶךְ אֲשֶר אַתָה הוֹלֵךְ כִי בְיַד אִשָה  ר יְהֹּ  יִמְכֹּ
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Deborah, woman of Lappidoth, was a prophetess; she led Israel in that time. She used to sit 
under the Palm of Deborah…and the Israelites would come to her for judgment. She 
summoned Barak…and said to him, “The LORD…has commanded: Go up to Mount Tabor…and 
I will draw Sisera toward you… and I will deliver him into your hands.” But Barak said to her, “If 
you will go with me, I will go; if not, I will not go.” “I will go with you,” she answered. “However, 
there will be no glory for you… for then the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hands of a 
woman.”  

Judges 4-5 

ל כָל מַחֲנֵה סִיסְרָ  וָה אֶת סִיסְרָא... ויֵַרֶד סִיסְרָא מֵעַל הַמֶּרְכָבָה ויַָנָס בְרַגְלָיו... ויִַפֹּ  א... לֹּא נִשְאַר עַד אֶחָד: ויַָהָם יְהֹּ

כִי אָ  וָה אָנֹּ כִי לַיהֹּ זְנִים אָנֹּ וָה אֱלֹהֵי יִשְרָאֵל: שִמְעוּ מְלָכִים הַאֲזִינוּ רֹּ  שִירָה אֲזַמֵּר לַיהֹּ

 

And the Lord threw Sisera and his chariots…into a panic… and Sisera dismounted his chariot 
and fled on foot… All of Sisera’s soldiers fell… not a man was left. … And Deborah sang… “I will 
sing, will sing to the Lord…” 

Exodus 15 

ה גָאָה וָה כִי גָאֹּ ר אָשִירָה לַיהֹּ ֹּאמְרוּ לֵאמֹּ וָה ויַ  סוּס וְרֹּכְבוֹ רָמָה בַיָם:  אָז יָשִיר משֶה וּבְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל... לַיהֹּ

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song… “I will sing to the Lord…” 

12. Judges 4 

הֱלָה וַתְכַסֵהוּ בַשְמִיכָה:וַתֵצֵא יָעֵל לִקְרַ  ֹּאמֶר אֵלֶיהָ הַשְקִינִי נָא מְעַט   את סִיסְרָא וַתֹּאמֶר אֵלָיו סוּרָה אֲדֹּנִי... ויַָסַר אֵלֶיהָ הָאֹּ ויַ
ֹּאוד הֶחָלָב וַתַשְקֵהוּ וַתְכַסֵהוּ: ד פֶתַח הָ  מַיִם כִי צָמֵאתִי וַתִפְתַח אֶת נ ֹּאמֶר אֵלֶיהָ עֲמֹּ הֶל וְהָיָה אִם אִיש יָבוֹא וּשְאֵלֵךְ  ויַ אֹּ

ה אִיש וְאָמַרְתְ אָיִן: ת: וְאָמַר הֲיֵש פֹּ הֶל... וַתִתְקַע אֶת הַיָתֵד בְרַקָתוֹ ...ויַָעַף ויַָמֹּ וְהִנֵה   וַתִקַח יָעֵל אֵשֶת חֶבֶר אֶת יְתַד הָאֹּ
דֵף אֶת סִיסְרָא וַתֵצֵא יָעֵל לִקְרָאתוֹ  פֵל  בָרָק רֹּ וַתֹּאמֶר לוֹ לֵךְ וְאַרְאֶךָ אֶת הָאִיש אֲשֶר אַתָה מְבַקֵש ויַָבֹּא אֵלֶיהָ וְהִנֵה סִיסְרָא נֹּ

  מֵת וְהַיָתֵד בְרַקָתוֹ:

And Sisera fled by foot to the tent of Jael…Jael …said to him, “…come in here, do not be afraid.” 
So he entered her tent, and she covered him with a blanket. He said to her, “Please let me 
have some water; I am thirsty.” She opened a skin of milk and gave him some to drink… He 
said to her, “Stand at the entrance of the tent. If anybody comes and asks you if there is 
anybody here, say ‘No.’ Then Jael… took a tent pin… when he was fast asleep…she drove the 
pin through his temple … Thus he died. Now Barak appeared in pursuit of Sisera. Jael went out 
to greet him and said, “Go, I will show you the man you are looking for.” …there Sisera was 
lying dead, with the pin in his temple.  

Deborah’s song of triumph, Judges 5 

 



The Tent, the Field, and the Battlefield  
Judy Klitsner 

judyklitsner@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org 

  

 

לְכֵי נְתִיבוֹת יֵלְכוּ אֳרָחוֹת עֲקַלְקַלוֹת... חָדְלוּ פְרָזוֹן בְיִשְרָאֵל בִימֵי שַמְגַר בֶ  חָדֵלוּ עַד שַקַמְתִי  ן עֲנָת בִימֵי יָעֵל חָדְלוּ אֳרָחוֹת וְהֹּ
 דְבוֹרָה שַקַמְתִי אֵם בְיִשְרָאֵל: 

In the days of Jael paths ceased. And wayfarers went by roundabout paths. Deliverance 
ceased… till I Deborah arose… a mother in Israel!  

רָךְ:  הֶל תְבֹּ רַךְ מִנָשִים יָעֵל אֵשֶת חֶבֶר הַקֵינִי מִנָשִים בָאֹּ  תְבֹּ

Most blessed of women be Jael,… more blessed than the women of the tent.  

13. Manoah and his wife, Judges 13 

ֹּאמֶר אֵלֶיהָ הִנֵה נָא אַתְ עֲקָרָה וְלֹּא יָלַדְתְ וְהָרִית וְיָלַדְתְ בֵן: וָה אֶל הָאִשָה ויַ ֹּאמַר בִי  ויֵַרָא מַלְאַךְ יְהֹּ וָה ויַ ויֶַעְתַר מָנוֹחַ אֶל יְהֹּ
ויִַשְמַע הָאֱלֹהִים בְקוֹל מָנוֹחַ ויַָבֹּא   רֵנוּ מַה נַעֲשֶה לַנַעַר הַיוּלָד:אֲדוֹנָי אִיש הָאֱלֹהִים אֲשֶר שָלַחְתָ יָבוֹא נָא עוֹד אֵלֵינוּ וְיוֹ

וָה:   מַלְאַךְ הָאֱלֹהִים עוֹד אֶל הָאִשָה וְהִיא יוֹשֶבֶת בַשָדֶה וּמָנוֹחַ אִישָהּ אֵין עִמָּהּ ויְַבָרְכֵהוּ יְהֹּ

There was a certain man… whose name was Manoah. His wife was barren…An angel of the 
Lord appeared to the woman and said to her “…you shall conceive and bear a son… Manoah 
pleaded with the Lord. “…please let the man of God… come to us again, and let him instruct 
us how to act with the child that is to be born.” God heeded Manoah’s plea, and the angel of 
God came to the woman again. She was sitting in the field and her husband Manoah was not 
with her.  
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