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2 Bold, Bombastic Models of Courage and Strength: Comparing Biblical and
Rabbinic Visions of Justice
“If an expert says it can’t be done, get another expert.”

“In Israel, in order to be a realist, you must believe in miracles”
- David Ben Gurion, Israeli Prime Minister —

A. Shabbat, Adam and Creation—The building blocks

Source #1
Talmud Sanhedrin 38a [trans. J. Benstein] N”Y N7 P10
The Rabbis taught: Adam (the human) was created on the eve 291071 NIV 29Y2 R DTN "N
of the Sabbath (i.e., last). And why (what can we learn from mn
L 5

the order of Creatlon'ln chapter 1)? ' AMY DN DIPA 1T KoY
a. So that heretics would not be able to claim that God nWYNA NIN T2 WITPRY 19 R
had a partner in the act of creation; MYNIA

b. Another answer: so that the human could enter into a
mitzvah immediate|y’-1 POY INYT MIN DXY NN 72T
NYYNI TATP VIN? 10 IMIN

c. Another answer: so that if he becomes too haughty,

he can be told: the gnat [MHK: mosquito] preceded YR

you in the order of Creation; T NN DIPY T NN 12T
d. Another answer: so that he could enter into a banquet

immediately. This is similar to a flesh-and-blood king TN NTIVOY DY T INN 71T

who built a palace, furnished it, laid a banquet, and PI0D9 MY DT W1 TON7 VN

T2 NN NTIVO PPRM PP

then invited in the honored guests.
PNIIN OION

Create a thesis statement: Based on Adam’s position in creation, what is human mission on earth?

Source #2
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 11-17 :n ©293%
Observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your OVTRD ,NAYD DV-NN VINY N
God has commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all NYY 25, PION MM ,TIN IYND
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your 22 YY), TAYN O
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your MAY--129D , 0P P, TNININD
daughter, your male or female sla\{e, your ox or your ass, or --[:rb::;)?-v[);’;ﬁ;g).,[:g;NnQL—;’E
any of your cattle, or the stranger in your settlements, so that ARNN-92) 7790m :n{w-] “mnm
your male and female slave may rest as you do. Remember NI WNY--TIWY2 WN T
that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and the Lord your 2,070 . TN, JNHRNI 772y
God freed you from there with a mighty hand and an TRYN, 02180 NN DD TIY

Y912 NPIN T2, 0YD PIOY MM

outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God has ) :
ATON MM 71X 12-5Y 5 1N0)
. DAY DP-NN ,NIVYD

commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. i

The Biblical Vision of the State
Source #3

What mitzvah is being referred to here? What is the significance of choosing this one?!
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Exodus 23:9-12

23:9-11 v

You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the feelings of
the stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the land of
Egypt. Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its
yield; but in the seventh you shall let it rest and lie fallow.

Let the needy among your people eat of it, and what they
leave the wild beasts eat. You shall do the same with your
vineyards and your olive groves. Six days you shall do your
work, but on the seventh day you shall cease from labor, in
order that your ox and your ass may rest, and that your
bondman and the stranger shall be refreshed.
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Source #4

Leviticus 25:1-24

T2-N ., NPl

The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai: Speak to the Israelite
people and say to them: When you enter the land that | assign to
you, the land shall observe a sabbath of the Lord. Six years you
may sow your field and six years you may prune your vineyard
and gather in the yield. But in the seventh year the land shall
have a sabbath of complete rest, a sabbath of the Lord: you shall
not sow your field or prune your vineyard. *You shall not reap
the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your
untrimmed vines; it shall be a year of complete rest for the land.
But you may eat whatever the land during its sabbath will
produce — you, your male and female slaves, the hired and bound
laborers who live with you, and your cattle and the beasts in your
land may eat all its yield.

You shall count off seven weeks of years — seven times
seven years — so that the period of seven weeks of years gives
you a total of forty-nine years. Then you shall sound the horn
loud; in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month —the
Day of Atonement — you shall have the horn sounded throughout
your land ®and you shall hallow the fiftieth year. You shall
proclaim release throughout the land for all its inhabitants. It
shall be a jubilee for you: each of you shall return to his holding
and each of you shall return to his family. That fiftieth year shall
be a jubilee for you: you shall not sow, neither shall you reap the
aftergrowth or harvest the untrimmed vines, for it is a jubilee. It
shall be holy to you: you may only eat the growth direct from the
field.

In this year of jubilee, each of you shall return to his
holding. When you sell property to your neighbor, or buy any
from your neighbor, you shall not wrong one another. *°In
buying from your neighbor, you shall deduct only for the number
of years since the jubilee; and in selling to you, he shall charge
you only for the remaining crop years: the more such years the
higher the price you pay; the fewer such years the lower the
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price; for what he is selling you is a number of harvests. Do not
wrong one another but fear God; for | the Lord am your God.

You shall observe My laws and faithfully keep My rules,
that you may live upon the land in security; the land shall yield its
fruit and you shall eat your fill, and you shall live upon it in
security. 2°And should you ask, “What are we to eat in the
seventh year, if we may neither sow nor gather in our crops?” |
will ordain My blessings for you in the sixth year, so that it shall
yield a crop sufficient for three years. When you sow in the
eighth year, you will still be eating old grain of that crop; you will
be eating the old until the ninth year, until its crops come in.

But the land must not be sold beyond reclaim, for the
land is Mine; you are but strangers resident with Me.
Throughout the land that you hold, you must provide for the
redemption of the land.
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Source #5

Deuteronomy 15:1-2, 9

Every seventh year you shall practice remission of debts. This
shall be the nature of the remission: every creditor shall remit
the due that he claims from his fellow he shall not dun his
fellow or kinsman, for the remission is proclaimed by the
Lord...

Beware lest you harbor the base thought, “the seventh year,
the year of remission, is approaching,” so that you are mean to
your needy kinsman and give him nothing. He will cry out to
the Lord against you, and you will incur guilt. Give to him
readily and have no regrets when you do so, for in return the
Lord will Bless you in all your efforts and in all your
undertakings.
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Make a list: what characterizes the biblical vision of justice?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of this vision?

B. Comparing the Rabbinic Vision

Source #6

Mishnah Tractate Gittin (The Laws of Divorce) Chapters 4-5

4:3 Hillel decreed the prozbol because of tikkun
olam.

: DDWN NPXN NN DI PPN HoN

4:5 If a man was half bondman and half freedman,
he should labor one day for his master and one day
for himself. So the School of Hillel.

TN DY 127 DX TIIW PN 12 PN T2V PNV OIN [N]
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The School of Shammai said to them: You have fixed T2V PIN 23V AWINON PN N2
the matter for his master, but for him you have not DNV 7727 195 NON D7WN N1 Ny Nom F0
fixed it ! NI NAYYH NI IND XD (N7 OYY?)

ixed it.

He cannot marry a bondwoman because he is half 12 IMIN WY 137 I P DN NP 29N NN
freedman. He cannot marry a freedwoman since he PHTOINN DY IOV AMD) PN
is half bondman. DRNY 1257270 MNND HON 2 INM

Should he never marry?

And was not the world only created for fruition and
increase, as it is written He created it not a waste; he
formed it to be inhabited (Isaiah 45:18)?7?

Rather, for the sake of tikkun olam, they should
compel his master to set him free; and the bondman
to write him a promissory note for half of his value.
The School of Hillel changed their opinion and taught
according to the opinion of the School of Shammai.

4:6 Captives should not be ransomed for more than 1PN 90 J7PNT ¥TI DY ANV OMIVD NN PTIS PN
their value because of tikkun olam. oW
4:9 Someone who sells himself and his children to DANIMN PTIO PR 130 1A NN INY NN 19107 [V]

. Yy M M Y
non-Jews—we do not redeem him, but we do VPIN NI INND 027 N P

redeem the son after the father’s death

5:3 Someone who returns a lost object cannot be : 02N PPN 190 Y2V NI NNIXND RYIDM
forced to take a vow, because of tikkun olam.
5:9 These are the matters that were decreed YN KNP 1N DIVY 1377 290 1IN D127 YN [N]

DIV 7577 M9 IR PINKY N PINNY

because of the ways of peace:

How do the Rabbis understand justice?
Is their vision different than that of the Torah?
Is their methodology for achieving it?
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