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Rabbinic Portraits of Strength and Resilience - the Story of R. Elazar ben Pedat

Talmud Yerushalmi, Brachot 2:1
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R. Yochanan was walking, supported by R.
Yaakov b. Idi, when R. Elazar saw him and hid
from him.

He said: Two things this Babylonian has done
to me! One- he does not greet me and one-
he does not quote my teachings in my name!

He said: So is their custom. The small do not
greet the great, in accordance with the
verse: "Youth saw me and hid themselves"
(Job 29:8).

As they were walking, they saw a Beit
Midrash.

He said: Here R. Meir used to sit and teach
and quote teachings in the name of R.
Ishmael but never quote teachings in the
name of R. Akiva.

He said: The entire world knows that R. Meir
is the student of R. Akiva!

He said: The entire world knows that R.
Elazar is the student of R. Yochanan!

As they passed by a statue of the king, [he
said:] Shall we walk around it?

He said: Why should we grant it such
respect?! Let us walk in front of it and "put
out its eyes"!

He said: How well R. Elazer did to not pass by
in front of you...

He said: R. Yaakov bar Idi knows how to
make peace!

" NNETIN 2 APV 20 Nom N anee
INTP N LML DY NN TUIN

11 TV N1'722 T |'2'0 NN NN RN
mi7wa 78W N7T NTN
.NYN RNYINY 1R X727 XTNI

NMN7WA I8W N7 NI1'WT .02 20 [1I'R 2 7"'N
DMV IR [N D2 APK] 'R I'RT NAT
LINanal

waTmn N TN A 'mn a%nn

[P XNVINW AR AT M 0" N Nan 2"'N
NNY [N XKNVINY 1IN K71 98UNY' 21T Ny
Ny T

INQ'PY T 1IN n"T U NNV 22 9N

AN AT ATANATUIR T VT V" 17 N

NMYIN IITAN NI 11AYm 1NN

001 NI 1AV K2X PR N7 A%9nN nn 9N
NNy

MIp 12V K27 1AV NIRITYUIR 1 2NN

.0"9% NN VUTIITIN 12 Ayt 120 N

L'nEJ mag

Mccess more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



¢

Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies

Strength and Reslience
Leah Rosenthal
leahro@pardes.org.il

Talmud Bavli, Bava Metzia 84a

Resh Lakish died, and R. Yochanan was
plunged into deep grief.

Said the Rabbis, 'Who shall go to ease his
mind? Let R. Elazar b. Pedath go, whose
learning is sharp.

So he went and sat before him; and on every
dictum uttered by R. Johanan he observed:
'There is a Baraitha which supports you!'

Are you to be like the son of Lakisha?' he
said: 'when | stated a law, the son of Lakisha
used to raise twenty-four objections, to
which | gave twenty-four answers, which
consequently led to an expansion of the
teaching. Whilst you say, "A Baraitha has
been taught which supports you:"?! Do | not
know myself that my dicta are correct?"
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Talmud Bavli, Berachot 5b

R. Elazar fell ill and R. Yochanan went in to
visit him. He saw that he was lying in a dark
room. He bared his arm and light radiated
from it.

Thereupon he saw that R. Eleazar was
weeping, and he said to him: Why do you
weep?

Is it because you did not study enough
Torah? Surely we learnt: The one who has
done much and the one who has done little
have the same merit, provided that the heart
is directed to heaven!

Is it perhaps lack of sustenance? Not
everybody has the privilege to enjoy two
tables.
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Is it perhaps because of children? This is the
bone of my tenth son! —

He replied to him: | am weeping on account
of this beauty that is going to rot in the
earth.

He said to him: On that account you surely
have a reason to weep; and they both wept.

In the meanwhile he said to him: Are your
sufferings welcome to you?

He replied: Neither they nor their reward!

He said to him: Give me your hand. He gave
him his hand and he raised him.
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Talmud Bavli, Ketubot 112a

When R. Eleazar went up to the Land of
Israel he remarked, 'l have escaped one!'

When he was ordained he said, 'l have
escaped two!'

When he was given a seat on the council for
intercalation he exclaimed, 'l have escaped
the three!’;

For it is said in Scripture, "And My hand shall
be against the prophets who prophesy
falsehood and utter lying divination. They
shall not be in the council of My people, they
shall not be written in the registers of the
House of Israel and neither shall they enter
into the land of Israel..." (Ezekiel 13)

"They shall not be in the council of My
people"- refers to the council for
intercalation, "neither shall they be written
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in the register of the house of Israel"- refers
to ordination;

"neither shall they enter into the land of
Israel"- in accordance with its plain
meaning.
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Talmud Bavli, Taanit 25a

R. Elazar b. Pedath found himself in very
great want.

Once after being bled he had nothing to eat.
He took a clove of garlic and put it into his
mouth; his heart became faint and he fell
asleep.

The Rabbis, coming to see him, saw that he
was crying and smiling, and that a ray of light
was radiating from his forehead.

When he awoke they asked him: Why did
you cry and laugh?

He replied: The Holy One, Blessed be He, was
sitting by my side and | asked Him, How long
will I suffer in this world?

And He replied: Elazar, my son, would you
wish that | should turn back the world to its
very beginnings? Perhaps you might then be
born at more prosperous hour...

| replied: All this, and then only perhaps?!

| then asked Him, Which is longer, the life
that | have already lived, or that which | am
yet to live?

He replied: The one that you have already
lived.

| then said to Him: If so, | do not want it.

He replied: As a reward for refusing this | will
grant you in the next world thirteen rivers of
balsam oil as clear as the Euphrates and the
Tigris, which will give you great pleasure.
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| asked, That and nothing more?

He replied: And what shall | then give to your
fellow men?

| said: Do | ask this of one who has nothing?

He thereupon snapped at my forehead and
exclaimed: Elazar, my son, my arrows are
upon you, my arrows!
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Talmud Kiddushin 30a-b

Our Rabbis taught: "And thou shalt teach
them diligently" (v'shinantem) -the words of
the Torah shall be sharp in your mouth, so
that if anyone asks you something, you
should not stammer and answer him, but
rather you should answer him immediately,

for it is said, "Say unto wisdom, Thou art my
sister";

and it is also said, "Bind them upon thy
fingers; write them upon the table of thine
heart;"

and it is also said: "As arrows are in the hand
of a mighty man, so are the children of thy
youth;" and it is also said, "Sharp arrows of
the mighty;" and it is also said: "Thine arrows
are sharp; the peoples fall under thee;"

and it is also said: "Happy is the man that has
his quiver full of them; They shall not be
shamed, when they speak with their
enemies in the gate."
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Talmud Bavli, Berachot 16b

R. Eleazar on concluding his prayer used to
say the following:

May it be Thy will, O Lord our God, to cause
to dwell in our lot- love and brotherhood
and peace and friendship, and may Thou
make our borders rich in disciples and
prosper our end with good prospect and
hope, and set our portion in Paradise, and
grant us good companions and a good
impulse in Thy world, and may we rise early
and find the yearning of our heart to be the
fear of Thy name, and may the satisfaction
of our souls come before you for good.
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LEAH ROSENTHAL has been teaching Talmud at Pardes for over thirty years. She holds a BA and
and an MA from the Hebrew University in Talmud and Jewish Education and has studied and

taught in several of Jerusalem's diverse batei midrash. She lives in Jerusalem with her husband

and family and cannot imagine herself living anywhere else in the world.

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes inspires
engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and active participants.
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