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A Tradition of Defiance: The Peculiar Resilience of David, Ruth, and Yehudah
A surprising end note:
1

Q

Il Samuel 24

(1) The anger of the LORD again flared up against Israel; and
He incited David against them, saying, “Go and number Israel
and Judah.”...(9) Joab reported to the king the number of the
people that had been recorded: in Israel there were 800,000
soldiers ready to draw the sword, and the men of Judah
numbered 500,000. (10) But afterward David reproached
himself for having numbered the people. And David said to the
LORD, “I have sinned grievously in what | have done. Please, O
LORD, remit the guilt of Your servant, for | have acted
foolishly.”

(11) When David rose in the morning, the word of the LORD
had come to the prophet Gad, David’s seer: (12) “Go and tell
David, ‘Thus said the LORD: | hold three things over you;
choose one of them, and | will bring it upon you.”” (13) Gad
came to David and told him; he asked, “Shall a seven-year
famine come upon you in the land, or shall you be in flight
from your adversaries for three months while they pursue you,
or shall there be three days of pestilence in your land? Now
consider carefully what reply | shall take back to Him who sent

”

me.

(14) David said to Gad, “l am in great distress. Let us fall into
the hands of the LORD, for His compassion is great; and let me
not fall into the hands of men.”

(15) The LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from morning until
the set time; and 70,000 of the people died, from Dan to Beer-
sheba... (17) When David saw the angel who was striking down
the people, he said to the LORD, “I alone am guilty, | alone
have done wrong; but these poor sheep, what have they
done? Let Your hand fall upon me and my father’s house!”

(18) Gad came to David the same day and said to him, “Go and
set up an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah
the Jebusite.” (19) David went up, following Gad’s instructions,
as the LORD had commanded... (24) But the king replied to
Araunah, “No, | will buy them from you at a price. | cannot

0 29NN
no% 2X7172 NN ? M ARgn (%)
X NN TR T2 TNZ'00 TN

720n NN AR A7 (). TN
TN PR 0 TR72N 0YnTTRN
AT WX 270 AP0 2P nwR A% nikn
INXTIT72% 1 ) WX PR NiXRTwnRn
o8 17 N (0) DYTTNX 199 1IN
M TR NPy WX TN Xp M

—iran momlmm iy mm ey 0d a8 5 g - -y -

I M (9) 1222 17 2R ()
7197 (2°) pRY T M0 RT3 TN
20 Wy M AR T TN A7
P TIPYR DRI 7703 T2y i
12 NP1 1277371 170N TN (07)
"DN T¥IN2 12371 030 YW 77 XIANT
977 R 8107 01 DU Moy
TRY T$INDTIT 0 NYOY NITION)

e T R e A T

N3TT7D1 TRR 72718 TR )T 1R (1)
721 [P 0227 Ml
TI7BNTON O

=91 27N DX 23T M I (1)
YW IR2TIYI T OV N TYin Ny
OX TIT RN (7). WPN APX Dy Y
Oya 7217 1 AN?ATTNN 1IN12 M
TP TAYT “PIRTNNDT 221X 3T 7R
AN AR 3 AT K R WY 7 INEA
[£3)

12 KM X3 0172 TITTON TN (1)
[AIR] PN T2 M M2 ORT 7Y
MY WK 131377 290 (0°) 00
XD MINTON 7700 RN (7).
TZYN K21 1M ANIND MIpK 117D
TRITNR TIT PN 03 iRy oK mi?
(719) -0°Wnn 0°2PW 1033 TPITNN

B

Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL




@5l

Pardesio11o

Institute of Jewish Studies

A Tradition of Defiance
Rachel Sharansky Danziger
shar.rachel@gmail.com

sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that have cost me
nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for
fifty shekels of silver. (25) And David built there an altar to the
LORD and sacrificed burnt offerings and offerings of well-
being. The LORD responded to the plea for the land, and the
plague against Israel was checked.
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In the beginning:

In what ways does the ending of Il Samuel resemble or echo the beginning of | Samuel? (sources 2-

3)

2

| Samuel 1:1-8

(1) There was a man from Ramathaim of the Zuphites, in the
hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of
Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.
(2) He had two wives, one named Hannah and the other
Peninnah; Peninnah had children, but Hannah was childless.
(3) This man used to go up from his town every year to
worship and to offer sacrifice to the LORD of Hosts at
Shiloh.—Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were
priests of the LORD there. (4) One such day, Elkanah offered a
sacrifice. He used to give portions to his wife Peninnah and to
all her sons and daughters; (5) but to Hannah he would give
one portion only—though Hannah was his favorite—for the
LORD had closed her womb. (6) Moreover, her rival, to make
her miserable, would taunt her that the LORD had closed her
womb. (7) This happened year after year: Every time she went
up to the House of the LORD, the other would taunt her, so
that she wept and would not eat.

(8) Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why are you
crying and why aren’t you eating? Why are you so sad? Am |
not more devoted to you than ten sons?”
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| Samuel 1:9-16

(9) After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah
rose.—The priest Eli was sitting on the seat near the
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doorpost of the temple of the LORD.— (10) In her
wretchedness, she prayed to the LORD, weeping all the
while. (11) And she made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if
You will look upon the suffering of Your maidservant and
will remember me and not forget Your maidservant, and
if You will grant Your maidservant a male child, | will
dedicate him to the LORD for all the days of his life; and
no razor shall ever touch his head.”

(12) As she kept on praying before the LORD, Eli watched
her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was praying in her heart;
only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard. So
Eli thought she was drunk.

(14) Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken
spectacle of yourself? Sober up!” (15) And Hannah
replied, “Oh no, my lord! | am a very unhappy woman. |
have drunk no wine or other strong drink, but | have been
pouring out my heart to the LORD. (16) Do not take your
maidservant for a worthless woman; | have only been
speaking all this time out of my great anguish and
distress.”
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The mark of a hero:

In The Hero With a Thousand Faces, Joseph Campbell compares stories from different times and
places and shows how most of their heroes have to face similar challenges and must therefore
exhibit certain similar traits. The following quotes from his book describe the hallmark of a hero
(source 4), and one of the typical obstacles or villains that delay the hero on the other (source 5).
Using Campbell’s terms, who are the “threshold guardians” in the beginning of | Samuel (sources
2-3), and what makes Hannah the hero? And in what way does David resemble Hannah in source

1?

4,
Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces:

The hero is the champion of things becoming, not of things become... He does not mistake apparent
changelessness in time for the permanence of Being, nor is he fearful of the next moment... as

destroying the permanent with its change. (209)

5.
Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces:

...the hero goes forward in his adventure until he comes to the “threshold guardian” at the entrance
to the zone of magnified power. Such custodians bound the world... standing for the limits of the

hero’s present sphere, or life horizon. (64)

The two kings:

6.
| Samuel 28:15-20

D-10:M173 R DN

B

Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org

WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL




Pardesio11o

Institute of Jewish Studies

A Tradition of Defiance
Rachel Sharansky Danziger
shar.rachel@gmail.com

(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me and
brought me up?” And Saul answered, “l am in great trouble.
The Philistines are attacking me and God has turned away from
me; He no longer answers me, either by prophets or in dreams.
So | have called you to tell me what | am to do.” (16) Samuel
said, “Why do you ask me, seeing that the LORD has turned
away from you and has become your adversary? (17) The LORD
has done for Himself as He foretold through me: The LORD has
torn the kingship out of your hands and has given it to your
fellow, to David, (18) because you did not obey the LORD and
did not execute His wrath upon the Amalekites. That is why the
LORD has done this to you today. (19) Further, the LORD will
deliver the Israelites who are with you into the hands of the
Philistines. Tomorrow your sons and you will be with me; and
the LORD will also deliver the Israelite forces into the hands of
the Philistines.” (20) At once Saul flung himself prone on the
ground, terrified by Samuel’s words. Besides, there was no
strength in him, for he had not eaten anything all day and all
night.
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7.
| Samuel 17:33-50
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(33) But Saul said to David, “You cannot go to that Philistine
and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a
warrior from his youth!” (34) David replied to Saul, “Your
servant has been tending his father’s sheep, and if a lion or
a bear came and carried off an animal from the flock,..(37)
The LORD,” David went on, “who saved me from lion and
bear will also save me from that Philistine.”...
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Why now?
8.
Yoram Hazony, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture:
...biblical ethics proposes to evaluate human action from a completely different point of vantage
than that of Greek ethics — a point of vantage associated with the life of the nomad, who observes
and evaluates all that goes on in human life from a perspective that is outside the political state and
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free of any prior commitment to it...Independence of judgement and
action, then, depends on an ability to resist the creeping advance of justified fears and unjustified
commitments to human beings and their institutions — which together work to deprive the individual
of his freedom to discern what is right and to act in its name. A vigilant maintenance of one’s ability
to resist these justified fears and unjustified commitments is thus basic to the ethics of a shepherd,
the ethics of the History of Israel. (133-135)

Ultimately, it is the qualities associated with Judah that are vindicated by the narrative as being most
suited for ruling over men, and this despite the fact that Joseph’s political abilities... are recognized
to be superior...the ability of the ruler to humble himself and change his ways is seen as the only
hope of correcting the direction of the state when its off course. (72-73)

9.

Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces:

Only birth can conquer death...Within the soul, within the body social, there must be - if we are to
experience long survival - a continuous “recurrence of birth”... to nullify the unremitting recurrence
of death... (11-12)
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