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The Resilience of Job 
Professor Ed Greenstein, a foremost authority on the Book of Job and recent winner of the 
EMET Prize in the Humanities for his Biblical research, just completed his book called Job: A 
New Translation.  He begins the book with the following introduction: 

The book of Job opens with a narrative in partly metered prose in which the deity, with the 
assistance of one of his angelic servants, the Satan, afflicts the pious Job over and over in order 
to see if he will maintain his piety or abandon it and “bless” (a euphemism for “curse”) God.  The 
figure of a pious sufferer is known in the ancient Near East, but there is no parallel there to the 
sort of test Job undergoes.  The motif of testing a man by seeing how much pain he can endure is 
associated in folktales (from elsewhere) with measuring his devotion to a woman.  And the Job 
narrative displays several features of a folktale, from the exposition (Once there was a man…) to 
the use of typological numbers (three, seven, ten).  Taken together, these features suggest that 
God is testing Job in order to gauge the depth of his devotion, the bond of his love.  Job withstands 
the assaults to his faith, but when three friends come to console him they have nothing to say, 
and it may be surmised that during the course of a week of silent sitting Job begins to reassess his 
belief. 

 

In Hevruta, please read Job Chapter 1 and discuss the questions that follow.  Then continue reading 
chapter 2 and discuss the next set of questions.  When we return from Hevruta, we will share our thoughts 
regarding Job and his plight.  

Job 1 

1.There was a man in the land of Uz named 
Job. That man was blameless and upright; he 
feared God and shunned evil. 2. Seven sons 
and three daughters were born to him; 3. his 
possessions were seven thousand sheep, 
three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen and five hundred she-asses, and a very 
large household. That man was wealthier 
than anyone in the East. 4. It was the custom 
of his sons to hold feasts, each on his set day 
in his own home. They would invite their 
three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5. 
When a round of feast days was over, Job 
would send word to them to sanctify 
themselves, and, rising early in the morning, 

 ׀ ה֣יָהָוְ וֹמ֑שְׁ בוֹיּ֣אִ ץוּע֖־ץרֶאֶֽבְ ה֥יָהָ שׁיאִ֛ .א

 רסָ֥וְ םיהCִ֖אֱ ארֵ֥יוִ רשָׁ֛יָוְ םתָּ֧ אוּה֗הַ שׁיאִ֣הָ

  ׃ערָֽמֵ

  ׃תוֹנֽבָּ שׁוֹל֥שָׁוְ םינִ֖בָ העָ֥בְשִׁ וֹל֛ וּדלְוָּ֥יִּוַ .ב

ֹצ־יפֵלְאַ תעַ֨בְשִֽׁ וּהנֵקְמִ֠ יהִ֣יְוַ .ג  תשCֶׁ֧שְׁוּ ןא֜

 ר֙קָבָּ־דמֶצֶֽ תוֹא֤מֵ שׁמֵ֨חֲוַ םילִּ֗מַגְ יפֵ֣לְאַ

 דאֹ֑מְ הבָּ֣רַ הדָּ֖בֻעֲוַ תוֹנ֔וֹתאֲ תוֹא֣מֵ שׁמֵ֣חֲוַ

  ׃םדֶקֶֽ־ינֵבְּ־לכָּמִ לוֹד֖גָּ אוּה֔הַ שׁיאִ֣הָ י֙הִיְוַ

 וֹמ֑וֹי שׁיאִ֣ תיבֵּ֖ התֶּ֔שְׁמִ וּשׂ֣עָוְ ו֙ינָבָ וּכ֤לְהָוְ .ד

 םהיתיחא תשCֶׁ֣שְׁלִ וּ֙ארְקָוְ וּח֗לְשָׁוְ

  ׃םהֶֽמָּעִ תוֹתּ֖שְׁלִוְ לכֹ֥אֱלֶ ]םהֶ֔יתֵוֹיֽחְאַ[
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he would make burnt offerings, one for each 
of them; for Job thought, “Perhaps my 
children have sinned and blasphemed God 
in their thoughts.” This is what Job always 
used to do. 6. One day the divine beings 
presented themselves before the LORD, and 
the Adversary came along with them. 7. The 
LORD said to the Adversary, “Where have 
you been?” The Adversary answered the 
LORD, “I have been roaming all over the 
earth.”  8. The LORD said to the Adversary, 
“Have you noticed My servant Job? There is 
no one like him on earth, a blameless and 
upright man who fears God and shuns evil!” 
9. The Adversary answered the LORD, “Does 
Job not have good reason to fear God? 10. 
Why, it is You who have fenced him round, 
him and his household and all that he has. 
You have blessed his efforts so that his 
possessions spread out in the land. 11. But 
lay Your hand upon all that he has and he 
will surely blaspheme You to Your face.” 12. 
The LORD replied to the Adversary, “See, all 
that he has is in your power; only do not lay 
a hand on him.” The Adversary departed 
from the presence of the LORD. 13. One day, 
as his sons and daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in the house of their eldest 
brother, 14. a messenger came to Job and 
said, “The oxen were plowing and the she-
asses were grazing alongside them 15. when 
Sabeans attacked them and carried them 
off, and put the boys to the sword; I alone 
have escaped to tell you.” 16. This one was 
still speaking when another came and said, 
“God’s fire fell from heaven, took hold of the 
sheep and the boys, and burned them up; I 
alone have escaped to tell you.” 17. This one 
was still speaking when another came and 
said, “A Chaldean formation of three 

 חלַ֧שְׁיִּוַ התֶּ֜שְׁמִּהַ ימֵ֨יְ וּ֩פֽיקִּהִ יכִּ֣ יהִ֡יְוַ .ה

 הלָ֣עֱהֶוְ ר֮קֶבֹּבַּ םיכִּ֣שְׁהִוְ םשֵׁ֗דְּקַיְ וַֽ בוֹיּ֣אִ

 י֙לַוּא בוֹיּ֔אִ רמַ֣אָ יכִּ֚ ם֒לָּכֻּ רפַּ֣סְמִ ת֮וֹלעֹ

 הכָכָּ֛ םבָ֑בָלְבִּ םיהCִ֖אֱ וּכ֥רֲבֵוּ ינַ֔בָ וּא֣טְחָ

 םוֹיּ֔הַ יהִ֣יְוַ .ו ׃םימִֽיָּהַ־לכָּ בוֹיּ֖אִ השֶׂ֥עֲיַ

 הוָ֑היְ־לעַ בצֵּ֖יַתְהִלְ םיהCִ֔אֱהָ י֣נֵבְּ וּ֙אבֹ֨יָּוַ

ֹיּוַ .ז ׃םכָֽוֹתבְּ ןטָ֖שָּׂהַ־םגַֽ אוֹב֥יָּוַ  הוָ֛היְ רמֶא֧

ֹבתָּ ןיִאַ֣מֵ ןטָ֖שָּׂהַ־לאֶ  ה֙וָהיְ־תאֶ ןטָ֤שָּׂהַ ןעַיַּ֨וַ א֑

 .ח ׃הּבָּֽ pלֵּ֖הַתְהִמֵֽוּ ץרֶאָ֔בָּ טוּשּׁ֣מִ רמַ֔אֹיּוַ

ֹיּוַ ־לעַ r֖בְּלִ תָּמְשַׂ֥הֲ ןטָ֔שָּׂהַ־לאֶ ה֙וָהיְ רמֶא֤

 םתָּ֧ שׁיאִ֣ ץרֶאָ֔בָּ וּ֙המֹ֨כָּ ןיאֵ֤ יכִּ֣ בוֹיּ֑אִ ידִּ֣בְעַ

 ןעַ֧יַּוַ .ט ׃ערָֽמֵ רסָ֥וְ םיהCִ֖אֱ ארֵ֥יְ רשָׁ֛יָוְ

 בוֹיּ֖אִ ארֵ֥יָ םנָּ֔חִהַֽ רמַ֑אֹיּוַ הוָ֖היְ־תאֶ ןטָ֛שָּׂהַ

ֹלהֲ .י ׃םיהCִֽאֱ  וֹד֧עֲבַ תָּכְשַׂ֣ ]התָּאַ֠[ תא־אֽ

 ביבִ֑סָּמִ וֹל֖־רשֶׁאֲ־לכָּ דעַ֥בְוּ וֹת֛יבֵּ־דעַבְוּ

 .אי ׃ץרֶאָֽבָּ ץרַ֥פָּ וּהנֵ֖קְמִוּ תָּכְרַ֔בֵּ ו֙ידָיָ השֵׂ֤עֲמַ

־םאִ וֹל֑־רשֶׁאֲ־לכָבְּ עגַ֖וְ r֔דְ יָֽ א֣נָ־חלַֽשְֽׁ ם֙לָוּאוְ

ֹל ֹיּוַ .בי ׃ךָּכֶֽרֲבָיְ rינֶ֖פָּ־לעַ א֥ ־לאֶ הוָ֜היְ רמֶא֨

־לאַ וילָ֔אֵ קרַ֣ rדֶ֔יָבְּ וֹ֙ל־רשֶׁאֲ־לכָ ה֤נֵּהִ ןטָ֗שָּׂהַ

 .גי ׃הוָֽהיְ י֥נֵפְּ םעִ֖מֵ ןטָ֔שָּׂהַ א֙צֵיֵּוַ rדֶ֑יָ חלַ֖שְׁתִּ

 ןיִיַ֔ םיתִ֣שֹׁוְ ם֙ילִכְאֹֽ ויתָ֤נֹבְוּ וינָ֨בָוּ םוֹיּ֑הַ יהִ֖יְוַ

־לאֶ אבָּ֥ pאָ֛לְמַוּ .די ׃רוֹכֽבְּהַ םהֶ֥יחִאֲ תיבֵ֖בְּ

 תוֹנ֖תֹאֲהָוְ תוֹשׁ֔רְחֹֽ וּי֣הָ ר֙קָבָּהַ רמַ֑אֹיּוַ בוֹיּ֖אִ

 םחֵ֔קָּתִּוַ א֙בָשְׁ לפֹּ֤תִּוַ .וט ׃םהֶֽידֵיְ־לעַ תוֹע֥רֹ

־קרַ הטָ֧לְמָּ֨אִוָֽ ברֶחָ֑־יפִלְ וּכּ֣הִ םירִ֖עָנְּהַ־תאֶוְ

 רבֵּ֗דַמְ הזֶ֣ ׀ דוֹע֣ .זט ׃pלָֽ דיגִּ֥הַלְ ידִּ֖בַלְ ינִ֛אֲ

־ןמִ ה֙לָפְנָֽ םיהCִ֗אֱ שׁאֵ֣ ר֒מַאֹיּוַ אבָּ֣ ה֮זֶוְ

ֹצּבַּ רעַ֥בְתִּוַ םיִמַ֔שָּׁהַ  םלֵ֑כְאֹתּוַ םירִ֖עָנְּבַוּ ןא֛

 דוֹע֣ .זי ׃pלָֽ דיגִּ֥הַלְ ידִּ֖בַלְ ינִ֛אֲ־קרַ הטָ֧לְמָּ֨אִוָ

 ׀ וּמשָׂ֣ םידִּ֞שְׂכַּ ר֒מַאֹיּוַ אבָּ֣ ה֮זֶוְ רבֵּ֗דַמְ הזֶ֣ ׀
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columns made a raid on the camels and 
carried them off and put the boys to the 
sword; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 18. 
This one was still speaking when another 
came and said, “Your sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in the house 
of their eldest brother 19. when suddenly a 
mighty wind came from the wilderness. It 
struck the four corners of the house so that 
it collapsed upon the young people and they 
died; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 20. 
Then Job arose, tore his robe, cut off his hair, 
and threw himself on the ground and 
worshiped. 21. He said, “Naked came I out 
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return there; the LORD has given, and the 
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name 
of the LORD.” 22. For all that, Job did not sin 
nor did he cast reproach on God. 

 ם֙ילִּמַגְּהַ־לעַ וּט֤שְׁפְיִּ וַֽ םישִׁ֗ארָ השCָׁ֣שְׁ

 ברֶחָ֑־יפִלְ וּכּ֣הִ םירִ֖עָנְּהַ־תאֶוְ םוּח֔קָּיִּוַ

 דעַ֚ .חי ׃pלָֽ דיגִּ֥הַלְ ידִּ֖בַלְ ינִ֛אֲ־קרַ הטָ֧לְמָּ֨אִוָ

 rיתֶ֤וֹנבְוּ rינֶ֨בָּ רמַ֑אֹיּוַ אבָּ֣ הזֶ֖וְ רבֵּ֔דַמְ הזֶ֣

  ׃רוֹכֽבְּהַ םהֶ֥יחִאֲ תיבֵ֖בְּ ןיִיַ֔ םיתִ֣שֹׁוְ ם֙ילִכְאֹֽ

 רבָּ֗דְמִּהַ רבֶעֵ֣מֵ ׀ האָבָּ֣ הלָ֜וֹדגְּ חַוּר֨ ה֩נֵּהִוְ .טי

 םירִ֖עָנְּהַ־לעַ לפֹּ֥יִּוַ תיִבַּ֔הַ תוֹנּ֣פִּ ע֙בַּרְאַבְּ ע֙גַּיִּוַ

  ׃pלָֽ דיגִּ֥הַלְ ידִּ֖בַלְ ינִ֛אֲ־קרַ הטָ֧לְמָּ֨אִוָ וּתוּמ֑יָּוַ

־תאֶ זגָ יָּ֖וַ וֹל֔עִמְ־תאֶ ערַ֣קְיִּוַ ב֙וֹיּאִ םקָ֤ יָּוַ .כ

 ר֩מֶאֹיּוַ .אכ ׃וּחתָּֽשְׁיִּוַ הצָרְאַ֖ לפֹּ֥יִּוַ וֹשׁ֑אֹר

 ם֙רֹעָוְ ימִּ֗אִ ןטֶבֶּ֣מִ ]יתִאצָ֜יָ[ יתצי םרֹ֨עָ

 םשֵׁ֥ יהִ֛יְ חקָ֑לָ הוָ֖היוַ ןתַ֔נָ הוָ֣היְ המָשָׁ֔ בוּשׁ֣אָ

ֹז־לכָבְּ .בכ ׃pרָֽבֹמְ הוָ֖היְ  בוֹיּ֑אִ אטָ֣חָ־אֹל תא֖

 ׃םיהCִֽאלֵ הלָ֖פְתִּ ןתַ֥נָ־אֹלוְ

 

 

 
Questions for discussion regarding Chapter 1: 

1.  It is suggested that the author of this tale had a knowledge of the Hebrew Bible, owing to the 
phrases and vocabulary that were chosen to begin telling this tale of the “blameless and upright” 
Job.  Who do you think his intended audience was? 

2. The Satan played ‘devil’s advocate’ in verses 9 to 11 when he said that Job was righteous because 
he had it so good.  Make life difficult for him, claims Satan, he won’t be so righteous.  In fact, he 
would go so far as to curse the divine!  Do you agree with this assessment about Job?  About 
people in general?  Does the opposite hold true, that if a person who has suffered could just ‘catch 
a break’, they would be less likely to be soured on their plight? 

3. What do you think about the Divine choosing to take Satan up on his challenge?  How does that 
make you feel about how the Divine is depicted in this opening chapter? 

4. Finally, please analyze Job’s response (verses 20 to 22) to his terrible situation, both in terms of 
his actions and his words.  What is your reaction to Job’s behavior? 
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Job 2 

1. One day the divine beings presented 
themselves before the LORD. The Adversary 
came along with them to present himself 
before the LORD. 2. The LORD said to the 
Adversary, “Where have you been?” The 
Adversary answered the LORD, “I have been 
roaming all over the earth.” 3. The LORD said 
to the Adversary, “Have you noticed My 
servant Job? There is no one like him on 
earth, a blameless and upright man who 
fears God and shuns evil. He still keeps his 
integrity; so you have incited Me against him 
to destroy him for no good reason.” 4. The 
Adversary answered the LORD, “Skin for 
skin—all that a man has he will give up for 
his life.  
5. But lay a hand on his bones and his flesh, 
and he will surely blaspheme You to Your 
face.” 6. So the LORD said to the Adversary, 
“See, he is in your power; only spare his life.” 
7. The Adversary departed from the 
presence of the LORD and inflicted a severe 
inflammation on Job from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head. 8. He took a 
potsherd to scratch himself as he sat in 
ashes. 9. His wife said to him, “You still keep 
your integrity! Blaspheme God and die!” 10. 
But he said to her, “You talk as any 
shameless woman might talk! Should we 
accept only good from God and not accept 
evil?” For all that, Job said nothing sinful. 11. 
When Job’s three friends heard about all 
these calamities that had befallen him, each 
came from his home—Eliphaz the Temanite, 
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite. They met together to go and 
console and comfort him. 12. When they 
saw him from a distance, they could not 

 בצֵּ֖יַתְהִלְ םיהCִ֔אֱהָֽ י֣נֵבְּ וּ֙אבֹ֨יָּוַ םוֹיּ֔הַ יהִ֣יְוַ .א
 בצֵּ֖יַתְהִלְ םכָ֔תֹבְּ ן֙טָשָּׂהַ־םגַֽ אוֹב֤יָּוַ הוָ֑היְ־לעַ
  ׃הוָֽהיְ־לעַ
ֹיּוַ .ב ֹבתָּ הזֶּ֖מִ יאֵ֥ ןטָ֔שָּׂהַ־לאֶ ה֙וָהיְ רמֶא֤  א֑
 ץרֶאָ֔בָּ טשֻּׁ֣מִ רמַ֔אֹיּוַ ה֙וָהיְ־תאֶ ןטָ֤שָּׂהַ ןעַיַּ֨וַ
  ׃הּבָּֽ pלֵּ֖הַתְהִמֵוּ
ֹיּוַ .ג ־לאֶ r֮בְּלִ תָּמְשַׂ֣הֲ ןטָ֗שָּׂהַ־לאֶ הוָ֜היְ רמֶא֨
 םתָּ֧ שׁיאִ֣ ץרֶאָ֗בָּ וּהמֹ֜כָּ ןיאֵ֨ י֩כִּ ב֒וֹיּאִ ידִּ֣בְעַ
 קיזִ֣חֲמַ וּ֙נּדֶ֙עֹוְ ערָ֑מֵ רסָ֣וְ םיהCִ֖אֱ ארֵ֥יְ רשָׁ֛יָוְ
  ׃םנָּֽחִ וֹע֥לְּבַלְ וֹב֖ ינִתֵ֥יסִתְּוַ וֹת֔מָּתֻבְּ
־דעַבְּ רוֹע֣ רמַ֑אֹיּוַ הוָ֖היְ־תאֶ ןטָ֛שָּׂהַ ןעַ֧יַּוַ .ד
  ׃וֹשֽׁפְנַ דעַ֥בְּ ןתֵּ֖יִ שׁיאִ֔לָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ֙ לכֹוְ רוֹע֗
־לאֶוְ וֹמ֖צְעַ־לאֶ עגַ֥וְ r֔דְ יָֽ א֣נָ־חלַֽשְֽׁ ם֙לָוּא .ה
ֹל־םאִ וֹר֑שָׂבְּ   ׃ךָּכֶֽרֲבָיְ rינֶ֖פָּ־לאֶ א֥
ֹיּוַ .ו  pאַ֖ rדֶ֑יָבְ וֹנּ֣הִ ןטָ֖שָּׂהַ־לאֶ הוָ֛היְ רמֶא֧

  ׃רמֹֽשְׁ וֹשׁ֥פְנַ־תאֶ
־תאֶ p֤ יַּוַ הוָ֑היְ י֣נֵפְּ תאֵ֖מֵ ןטָ֔שָּׂהַ א֙צֵיֵּוַ .ז

 ]דעַ֥וְ[ דע וֹל֖גְרַ ףכַּ֥מִ ערָ֔ ןיחִ֣שְׁבִּ ב֙וֹיּאִ
  ׃וֹדֽקֳדְקָ
 בשֵׁ֥יֹ אוּה֖וְ וֹבּ֑ דרֵ֖גָּתְהִלְ שׂרֶחֶ֔ וֹל֣־חקַּֽיִּֽוַ .ח
  ׃רפֶאֵֽהָ־pוֹתבְּ
ֹתּוַ .ט  rתֶ֑מָּתֻבְּ קיזִ֣חֲמַ r֖דְעֹ וֹתּ֔שְׁאִ וֹ֙ל רמֶא֤
  ׃תמֻֽוָ םיהCִ֖אֱ pרֵ֥בָּ
ֹיּוַ .י  ת֙וֹלבָנְּהַ תחַ֤אַ רבֵּ֞דַכְּ הָילֶ֗אֵ רמֶא֣

 םיהCִ֔אֱהָ תאֵ֣מֵ֙ לבֵּקַנְ בוֹטּ֗הַ־תאֶ םגַּ֣ ירִבֵּ֔דַתְּ
ֹל ערָ֖הָ־תאֶוְ ֹז־לכָבְּ לבֵּ֑קַנְ א֣  אטָ֥חָ־אֹל תא֛

  )פ( ׃ויתָֽפָשְׂבִּ בוֹיּ֖אִ
־לכָּ תאֵ֣ בוֹיּ֗אִ יעֵ֣רֵ ׀ תשCֶׁ֣שְׁ וּע֞מְשְׁיִּ וַֽ .אי

 שׁיאִ֣ וּ֙אבֹ֨יָּוַ ו֒ילָעָ האָבָּ֣הַ ת֮אֹזּהַ העָ֣רָהָ
 יחִ֔וּשּׁהַ דדַּ֣לְבִוּ י֙נִמָיתֵּהַ זפַ֤ילִאֱ וֹמ֔קֹמְּמִ
 וֹל֖־דוּנֽלָ אוֹב֥לָ ודָּ֔חְיַ וּד֣עֲוָּיִּוַ יתִ֑מָעֲנַּֽהַ רפַ֖וֹצוְ
  ׃וֹמֽחֲנַלְוּֽ
ֹלוְ ק֙וֹחרָמֵ םהֶ֤ינֵיעֵ־תאֶ וּא֨שְׂיִּוַ .בי  א֣

 שׁיאִ֣ וּ֙ערְקְיִּ וַֽ וּכּ֑בְיִּוַ םלָ֖וֹק וּא֥שְׂיִּוַ וּהרֻ֔יכִּהִ
  ׃המָיְמָֽשָּׁהַ םהֶ֖ישֵׁארָ־לעַ רפָ֛עָ וּק֥רְזְיִּוַ וֹל֔עִמְ
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recognize him, and they broke into loud 
weeping; each one tore his robe and threw 
dust into the air onto his head. 13. They sat 
with him on the ground seven days and 
seven nights. None spoke a word to him for 
they saw how very great was his suffering. 

 תעַ֣בְשִׁוְ םימִ֖יָ תעַ֥בְשִׁ ץרֶאָ֔לָ וֹ֙תּאִ וּב֤שְׁיֵּוַ .גי
 לדַ֥גָ־יכִּֽ וּא֔רָ יכִּ֣ רבָ֔דָּ ו֙ילָאֵ רבֵ֤דֹּ־ןיאֵוְ תוֹל֑ילֵ
 ׃דאֹֽמְ באֵ֖כְּהַ
 

 

Questions for discussion regarding Chapter 2: 

1. Why do you think that the intensity was increased by the author?  What was the point of chapter 
2? 

2. In verse 9, Job’s wife makes her first appearance and addresses Job’s suffering.  How do you 
interpret her comments? 

3. Please analyze Job’s response to his wife.  How do you think Job interpreted his wife’s statement? 

The next 35 chapters finds Job’s friends working through the conundrum regarding the question of why 
the evil prosper and the righteous suffer.  I will urge you to read the remaining portion of the book on 
your own.  Our question is: Is Job a hero for displaying the kind of resilience that he showed?   

 


