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The Resilience of Job

Professor Ed Greenstein, a foremost authority on the Book of Job and recent winner of the
EMET Prize in the Humanities for his Biblical research, just completed his book called Job: A
New Translation. He begins the book with the following introduction:

The book of Job opens with a narrative in partly metered prose in which the deity, with the
assistance of one of his angelic servants, the Satan, afflicts the pious Job over and over in order
to see if he will maintain his piety or abandon it and “bless” (a euphemism for “curse”) God. The
figure of a pious sufferer is known in the ancient Near East, but there is no parallel there to the
sort of test Job undergoes. The motif of testing a man by seeing how much pain he can endure is
associated in folktales (from elsewhere) with measuring his devotion to a woman. And the Job
narrative displays several features of a folktale, from the exposition (Once there was a man...) to
the use of typological numbers (three, seven, ten). Taken together, these features suggest that
God is testing Job in order to gauge the depth of his devotion, the bond of his love. Job withstands
the assaults to his faith, but when three friends come to console him they have nothing to say,
and it may be surmised that during the course of a week of silent sitting Job begins to reassess his
belief.

In Hevruta, please read Job Chapter 1 and discuss the questions that follow. Then continue reading
chapter 2 and discuss the next set of questions. When we return from Hevruta, we will share our thoughts
regarding Job and his plight.

Job 1

1.There was a man in the land of Uz named
Job. That man was blameless and upright; he
feared God and shunned evil. 2. Seven sons
and three daughters were born to him; 3. his
possessions were seven thousand sheep,
three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of
oxen and five hundred she-asses, and a very
large household. That man was wealthier
than anyone in the East. 4. It was the custom
of his sons to hold feasts, each on his set day
in his own home. They would invite their
three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5.
When a round of feast days was over, Job
would send word to them to sanctify
themselves, and, rising early in the morning,
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he would make burnt offerings, one for each
of them; for Job thought, “Perhaps my
children have sinned and blasphemed God
in their thoughts.” This is what Job always
used to do. 6. One day the divine beings
presented themselves before the LORD, and
the Adversary came along with them. 7. The
LORD said to the Adversary, “Where have
you been?” The Adversary answered the
LORD, “l have been roaming all over the
earth.” 8. The LORD said to the Adversary,
“Have you noticed My servant Job? There is
no one like him on earth, a blameless and
upright man who fears God and shuns evil!”
9. The Adversary answered the LORD, “Does
Job not have good reason to fear God? 10.
Why, it is You who have fenced him round,
him and his household and all that he has.
You have blessed his efforts so that his
possessions spread out in the land. 11. But
lay Your hand upon all that he has and he
will surely blaspheme You to Your face.” 12.
The LORD replied to the Adversary, “See, all
that he has is in your power; only do not lay
a hand on him.” The Adversary departed
from the presence of the LORD. 13. One day,
as his sons and daughters were eating and
drinking wine in the house of their eldest
brother, 14. a messenger came to Job and
said, “The oxen were plowing and the she-
asses were grazing alongside them 15. when
Sabeans attacked them and carried them
off, and put the boys to the sword; | alone
have escaped to tell you.” 16. This one was
still speaking when another came and said,
“God’s fire fell from heaven, took hold of the
sheep and the boys, and burned them up; |
alone have escaped to tell you.” 17. This one
was still speaking when another came and

said, “A Chaldean formation of three
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columns made a raid on the camels and
carried them off and put the boys to the
sword; | alone have escaped to tell you.” 18.
This one was still speaking when another
came and said, “Your sons and daughters
were eating and drinking wine in the house
of their eldest brother 19. when suddenly a
mighty wind came from the wilderness. It
struck the four corners of the house so that
it collapsed upon the young people and they
died; | alone have escaped to tell you.” 20.
Then Job arose, tore his robe, cut off his hair,
and threw himself on the ground and
worshiped. 21. He said, “Naked came | out
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall |
return there; the LORD has given, and the
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
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of the LORD.” 22. For all that, Job did not sin
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Questions for discussion regarding Chapter 1:

1. Itis suggested that the author of this tale had a knowledge of the Hebrew Bible, owing to the
phrases and vocabulary that were chosen to begin telling this tale of the “blameless and upright”
Job. Who do you think his intended audience was?

2. The Satan played ‘devil’s advocate’ in verses 9 to 11 when he said that Job was righteous because
he had it so good. Make life difficult for him, claims Satan, he won’t be so righteous. In fact, he
would go so far as to curse the divine! Do you agree with this assessment about Job? About
people in general? Does the opposite hold true, that if a person who has suffered could just ‘catch
a break’, they would be less likely to be soured on their plight?

3. What do you think about the Divine choosing to take Satan up on his challenge? How does that
make you feel about how the Divine is depicted in this opening chapter?

4. Finally, please analyze Job’s response (verses 20 to 22) to his terrible situation, both in terms of
his actions and his words. What is your reaction to Job’s behavior?
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Job 2

1. One day the divine beings presented
themselves before the LORD. The Adversary
came along with them to present himself
before the LORD. 2. The LORD said to the
Adversary, “Where have you been?” The
Adversary answered the LORD, “I have been
roaming all over the earth.” 3. The LORD said
to the Adversary, “Have you noticed My
servant Job? There is no one like him on
earth, a blameless and upright man who
fears God and shuns evil. He still keeps his
integrity; so you have incited Me against him
to destroy him for no good reason.” 4. The
Adversary answered the LORD, “Skin for
skin—all that a man has he will give up for
his life.

5. But lay a hand on his bones and his flesh,
and he will surely blaspheme You to Your
face.” 6. So the LORD said to the Adversary,
“See, he is in your power; only spare his life.”
7. The Adversary departed from the
presence of the LORD and inflicted a severe
inflammation on Job from the sole of his
foot to the crown of his head. 8. He took a
potsherd to scratch himself as he sat in
ashes. 9. His wife said to him, “You still keep
your integrity! Blaspheme God and die!” 10.
But he said to her, “You talk as any
shameless woman might talk! Should we
accept only good from God and not accept
evil?” For all that, Job said nothing sinful. 11.
When Job’s three friends heard about all
these calamities that had befallen him, each
came from his home—Eliphaz the Temanite,
Bildad the Shuhite, the
Naamathite. They met together to go and

and Zophar

console and comfort him. 12. When they
saw him from a distance, they could not
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recognize him, and they broke into loud | NY2Y) D) NYIY YIXRY AN 12¥"N .0
weeping; each one tore his robe and threw | 9733 3R 2 927 PN 127°PK) NI
dust into the air onto his head. 13. They sat STND ANDD
with him on the ground seven days and
seven nights. None spoke a word to him for
they saw how very great was his suffering.

Questions for discussion regarding Chapter 2:

1. Why do you think that the intensity was increased by the author? What was the point of chapter
2?

2. In verse 9, Job’s wife makes her first appearance and addresses Job’s suffering. How do you
interpret her comments?

3. Please analyze Job's response to his wife. How do you think Job interpreted his wife’s statement?

The next 35 chapters finds Job’s friends working through the conundrum regarding the question of why
the evil prosper and the righteous suffer. | will urge you to read the remaining portion of the book on
your own. Our question is: Is Job a hero for displaying the kind of resilience that he showed?



