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Translation by Rabbi Shimon Silver

Published in A Tishrei Companion
(Pittsburgh: Kollel Jewish Learning Center,
2020)

Regulations and
warnings at the
outbrealk of the
cholera epidemic

The general rules of
conduct for Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Hakipurim

forvear 5092 1531

For Iihal Adath Yeshurun.
Here in Pozen

The committee signed below with
our great esteemed master the Av
Beth Din (Chief Rabbi) at its head
together with the rabbis of the Beth
Din (rabbinical court), may G-d
protect them, has been deliberating
on rules of conduct on the two days
of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom
Kippur this year. We have taken
into consideration that, according to
the doctors, large gatherings of men
in shuls for hours, leaving home on
an empty stomach, and breathing the
nippy morning air, risk contributing
to catching cholera. In addition,
lighting with lamps of oil and tallow
is very harmful to health. [These
regulations] are herewith set forth:

1. In all shuls both in the men’s
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section and in the womens
section on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur only half of the
seats may be occupied, using the
following model: Every seat will
have an empty seat next to it
Only half of the seat-holders in
the shuls will be able to attend the
shuls on these holy days. All seat
holders have equal rights, and
who may lose his rights to whom
else? Therefore, one half may
occupy their seats in shuls on the
two days of Rosh Hashanah and
the other half on Yom Kippur by
night and day.

. In order to reach the objective of

ensuring that every second seat is
vacant, and to determine who will
get their seat on Rosh Hashanah
and who on Yom Kippur, the
Gaon Av Bais Din, (the Chief
Rabbi, or senior member of the
local Rabbinical Council, in this
case, R Akiva Eger himself) cast
a lottery, as all the seats in the
shuls are numbered in order as
multiples of 1 or 2 {odd or even
numbered) and the lot fell on the
number 1. For Rosh Hashanah
the seats with odd numbers will
be occupied and for Yom Kippur,
the even numbers. By way of
the lottery it turns out that seat-
holders whose numbers are odd
will occupy their seats on Rosh
Hashanah and those whose seat
numbers are even will leave their
seats vacant. The opposite [will
occur| on Yom Kippur - seat-
holders whose seat numbers are
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even will occupy their seats while
the odd numbered seats will not
be occupied.

. The Gaon Av Beis Din (R Akiva

Eger, chief Rabbi), may his light
shine, the permanent Dayanim,
the Gabbai (officer) of the
month, the person appointed
Segan (the gabbai who calls out
alivos) for the year according
to our minhag here, and also
the Baalei Tefilos, leaders of
the services on their day, and
also in the women's section, the
Rebitzen, may she live long, and
the gabba'iss (women officers)
of every shul - will keep their
seats both on Rosh Hashanah
and on Yom Kippur even though
according to the lottery they
would have needed to give them

up.

. The head officers (Members of

the Board) should take care of the
printing of tickets in a unique way
for each shul. The odd numbered
seaf-holders can pick up their
tickets on the Tuesday before
Rosh Hashanah for use on Rosh
Hashanah, and seat-holders
with even numbered seats can
pick up their tickets up for Yom
Kippur on Thursday before Yom
Kippur.

. To maintain order an army guard

will be seated at every entrance
to a shul, people will be expected
to show him the tickets, and
special police officers will also
be responsible to maintain this
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arrangement in the shuls.

. Asthose who will not be permitted

entry fo shuls will need to make
Minyanim in private homes,
those running each minyan are
required to be specially vigilant
that the number of participants
relative to the space will also be
limited in the same fashion, such
that only half of the seats that are
set up there will be occupied, and
that supervision will be enforced
to observe this ruling through the
health authorities.

. The executive board members

will help as much as they can
to set up the minyanim and to
provide them with sifrei Torah
and Shofars, as needed.

. By order of our Master and

Teacher the Chief Rabbi, may
his light shine, a public sale
of the “Mitzvos” (aliyos and
kibudim) should be made at all
the minyanim and the monies
shall be consecrated to the

communal charity coffers.

. On Rosh Hashanah, the services

from Yigdal until after the shofar
blasts at the end of Musaf should
take no longer than five hours.
The shuls should open at 5, at 5:30
they shall begin with Yigdal and
at 10:30 all the tefilos and shofar
blasts should end. To this end:
a) The “Mitzvos” will be sold
the evening before, after Maariv;
b) anyone who has an aliya may
make just one "Mi Shebairach™;
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10.

11.

12.

¢) The Piyutim (additional)
liturgical poems before Kedusha
at Shacharis [on the first day of
RH] from owa S vewna 770 1o

nen(and on the second day)
2 neyr m wK | (the poems
beginning with those words and
everything between them) and
also numar mmobm aw owren
a9, oYenK oK omomd nrewen
the poems for Musal between
the middle brochos shall not be
said at all: d) The leaders of the
services may not draw out the
services at all with songs and
chazanus, they should only say
the tefilos word for word and
give them meaning with feeling
and kavanah.

On Rosh Hashanah it is
forbidden to light up the shuls
before noon. Only in front of the
amud of the chazan they may
kindle some lights.

The Chief rabbi and Bais Din
announce [their ruling] that no-
one is 77 = S xan - fulflls his
obligation halachically, if he
comes to shul on Rosh Hashanah
with an empty stomach. Everyone
is obligated to eat something
warm in the morning. Even if it is
already day (after dawn when one
should not eat before davening)
he is obligated at the very least to
drink tea.

The Chief Rabbi and the Bais
Din rule that anyone feeling
any minor weakness is obliged
immediately after blowing

Elmad
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shofar to go to his home and to
eat breakfast by reciting Kiddush
where he will be eating a meal.
Although this is an interruption
between the first blasts and the
second blasts during Musaf.
For right after Shacharis the
obligation to recite kiddush
takes effect and this is not
possible to do unless it is where
there will be a meal. However,
before blowing the shofar, only
amn xobpa xowe a small snack
is permitted. Therefore, only
with great difficulty is it possible
to make omp mmyc mpna TITE
a0 nprpn kiddush with its meal
before blowing shofar. However,
s0 that nobody should be late for
the silent Musaf prayer, they
shall wait about a half hour
before beginning Musaf in every

shul. (R Gestetner felt that this clause
contains many halachic details. He
transliterated the original German in a
footnote to prevent misunderstandings.
He also added a detailed and extensive
discussion of the issues. While we will
not do that here, please understand that
this deals with a halachic controversy and
this should not be taken as a conclusive
ruling.)

On Yom Kippur night, the n>an
noen pow should not be said
with the tune and passuk by
passuk as is the usual custom (in
Posen; this is not our customn). Rather,
the congregation and the chazan
should say it together without
the tune, and the piyyvut 1mx
11K until 7723 17 (which most shuls
omit nowadays) should not be said
at all. At 10 (PM) all shuls must
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14.

15.

16.

close. Everyone is absolutely
obligated to rest at night in his

own home. (It is not unusual for
people to spend the night awake in shul.)

On the morning of Yom Kippur,
the shuls will open at 4:30, at the
time that the army changes guard.
At 5:45 [services] will begin with
Yigdal. Selichos will not be said
at all, not at Shacharis and not
at Musaf and not at Mincha.
They will say only 7mma 5» 1 and
one time the Thirteen Attributes
[of Mercy] and right after that
Tmm mar. At Shacharis on Yom
Kippur right after 75>m nom 5y
they will begin “ymm % ="
skipping other ooere. (R Gestetner
points out that his is not to be faken

literally. 5ome of the prayers between
these are essential.)

The cantor for Shacharis is
obligated toshorten the chazanus
and songs so Shacharis, Krias
Hatorah and Yizkor will end
by 10:30. The cantor for Musaf
shall not begin before 11:30. In
between one can say Tehilim,
and whoever wants can rest for
the entire hour in his home. The
cantor for Musaf is obligated
to finish by 3. The cantor for
Mincha should stand up [to
begin| services only at 4:15. In
between they shall do the same as
between Shacharis and Musaf.

For lighting in shuls on Yom
Kippur, oil lamps, tallow, or
vellow wax shall not be used.
Therefore, no-one has permission
to bring them to shul. Rather, all
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the householders are asked to
donate the cost of the wax candles
or lamps that they have been
bringing to shul in past years -
to the communal charity coffers.
The Members of the Board will
light the shuls with white wax
candles that will burn until 10 at
night. But by day wax candles will
be lit only before the amud and at
the seat of the Chief Rabbi from
Kol Nidrei until after Neilah.
Apart from these, no lamps will
burn throughout the day until
before Neilah. At that point the
lights will be kindled by a non-
Jew. mn yun® np N Anp IO 5K
LO™Ea oa bk et o b
M5 oMied O 33 WD WK IMIm
TP o™ o PR opSTT 1 noaan
TEMAN T npn oah 1 L e
Pon MY .ohpa Tem Tinm Yan
TRe? 2 PR nPea OTm TN
™M e 5p npTn orrnnn orption By
ST nbvem man Tt Sk Sawa
Although until now the practice
in this community is to refrain
from having a non-Jew Kindle
for a Jew on YK, and the lights
brought to shul are left burning
from Erev YK until the end of
Neilah, but at this time we need
to distance any risks or concerns
that exist. Therefore, the Chief
Rabbi rules that in pressing
circumstances we rely on the
halachic authorities who permit
kindling by a non-Jew for a
Jew to facilitate a mitzvah and
Teflas Neilah.

17. Yom Kippur is a Scriptural
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obligation. Therefore, the Chief
Rabbi and his court are unable to
rule leniently in a general sense
regarding the fast. However, so
that every single person has the
opportunity to consult with a
doctor for guidance immediately
when feeling weakness or
diarrhea G-d forbid, there will be
two doctors available all day in
the congregational room serving
as a central location in every shul
in town. The Chief Rabbi has
warned about this with a severe
warning: Do not keep secret even
the most minor event even a tiny
bit secret, but ask the doctor
immediately. x11 =n o S aopm
1 13 T332 WwRia KT WB1a aTnnn
LN mens? 1°n mm Sp nSen mnh
LMK mena 750 1wnl Sp T NS o
T TR XTI TP ona ary gom
K@ NN oPmn amarnn mypa
men UTTEa oA omT mioew Sh;a
J79m One who violates this
is responsible for his own life,
and not only for his own life
for it is possible that through
his actions something bad can
happen to others G-d forbid. He
will eventually have to give an
accounting for his life and for
other lives. On top of this, on this
holy and awesome day he must
guard himself from committing
this great transgression that is
considered shedding blood on
this holy day, Heaven forfend,
Heaven forfend.
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The Cholera Commission of Those
who Follow the Law of Moses

onIn owae anK T Y onaTn Tna
T T332 My Wmath WK oon KIS
T ,BT PO T N 1FMKDa oumn
Dinnn 5P on¥ya

Y1 i nen 1M maxTey pn
IMATTIKY 1970 PR

TIKDSKP 375 P

T 5%¥1 75 1™ 12 Sxmnw 7o

Included in the above words are
certain details that relate to halachic
rulings; my esteemed colleagues
the rabbis, lights of the exile,
the rabbinical court of this town
agreed with me on them, and they
themselves signed:

{The small) Akiva son of Moraeinu
Harav Moshe Ginz 2”1

(The small) Mordechai Landsberg
{The small) Yaakov Kalvari

{The small) Shmuel son of Lazi zt"l
VogelsDorf
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Levi Cooper, originally from Melbourne, has been teaching at Pardes since 1998. He volunteers as
community rabbi in Zur Hadassa. Levi completed his doctorate in Bar-llan University’s Faculty of Law
and then held postdoctoral positions in University of Oxford and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.
In addition to teaching at Pardes, Levi is a Teaching Fellow at Tel Aviv University’s Faculty of Law. Levi’s
research focuses on legal history and interplays between Jewish legal writing and broader legal,
intellectual, and cultural contexts. His book, Relics for the Present (2 volumes), offers a contemporary
commentary on the Talmud. His current project examines Rabbinic responses to past pandemics. For
more details see https://www.pardes.org.il/faculty/levi-cooper.

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes inspires
engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and active participants.
For more information see www.pardes.org.il.

(‘l ) Elmad
'I'D N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org


mailto:levi@pardes.org.il
https://www.pardes.org.il/faculty/levi-cooper
http://www.pardes.org.il/

