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Leadership in the Book of Judges

Shoftim 6:7-13
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When the Israelites cried to the LORD on account of Midian, the LORD sent a prophet to the
Israelites who said to them, “Thus said the LORD, the God of Israel: | brought you up out of Egypt
and freed you from the house of bondage. | rescued you from the Egyptians and from all your
oppressors; | drove them out before you, and gave you their land. And | said to you, ‘1 the LORD am
your God. You must not worship the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.” But you did not
obey Me.” An angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was then beating out wheat inside a winepress in order to keep
it safe from the Midianites. The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is
with you, valiant warrior!” Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why has all
this befallen us? Where are all His wondrous deeds about which our fathers told us, saying, ‘Truly
the LORD brought us up from Egypt’? Now the LORD has abandoned us and delivered us into the
hands of Midian!” The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this strength of yours and deliver Israel
from the Midianites. | herewith make you My messenger.”

Midrash Tanchuma, Shoftim 4:1
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Appoint for yourselves [in all of your gates] (Deuteronomy 16:18) You should appoint judges in all
the gates; as courts convene twice a week in the cities, on Monday and on Thursday. And if the law
was stuck in front of them (they were not able to determine it), they would ask the [high] court in
the chamber of hewn stone. "And they shall judge the nation with righteous judgement," that they
should incline the people towards righteousness. Rabbi Yehudah beRabbi Shalom said, "That they
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should incline towards and advocate merit for [the Jewish people] in front of the Holy One, blessed
be He." From who do you learn [this]? From Gidon ben Yoash. As Israel was in distress in his days,
and the Holy One, blessed be He, sought a person to advocate merit about them. But He did not find
[anyone], as the generation was poor in commandments and in good deeds. Once he found the
merit in Gidon, that he advocated merit about them, the angel immediately revealed himself to
[Gidon]; as it is stated (Judges 6:12-14), "And the angel of the Lord [was revealed] to him.... And he
said to him, 'Go with this strength of yours,"" with the strength of the merit that you advocated
about My children. This is, "And they shall judge the nation with righteous judgement," that they
should advocate merit for the generation.

Malbim Shoftim 6:13
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“The LORD turned to him...” Until this moment an angel had spoken with him, and now G-d turned
to him with a direct, prophetic communication (because the angel was an intermediary whose
appearance preceded the revelation of Gd’s word, just as Joshua had experienced at Jericho.) And
when Gd said ‘Go in this strength of yours...” this meant one of two things. Perhaps it was a
reference to the capacity he had for mighty deeds, as it says “...to keep it safe from the Midianites.”
(6:11) In this case Gd was pouring out great abundance into this power, enough that he could save
Israel. Or perhaps it is a reference to the strength of his claim against the angel. When Gd saw that
Gidon made a claim against the removal of providence from Israel (and their subsequent suffering),
it was a sign that this feeling burned in his heart and he was ready for their salvation.

Shoftim 7:1-7

Early next day, Jerubbaal—that is, Gideon—and all the troops with him encamped above En-harod,
while the camp of Midian was in the plain to the north of him, at Gibeath-moreh. The LORD said to
Gideon, “You have too many troops with you for Me to deliver Midian into their hands; Israel might
claim for themselves the glory due to Me, thinking, ‘Our own hand has brought us victory.’
Therefore, announce to the men, ‘Let anybody who is timid and fearful turn back, as a bird flies from
Mount Gilead.” Thereupon, 22,000 of the troops turned back and 10,000 remained. “There are still
too many troops,” the LORD said to Gideon. “Take them down to the water and | will sift them for
you there. Anyone of whom | tell you, ‘This one is to go with you,’ that one shall go with you; and
anyone of whom | tell you, ‘This one is not to go with you,’ that one shall not go.” So he took the
troops down to the water. Then the LORD said to Gideon, “Set apart all those who lap up the water
with their tongues like dogs from all those who get down on their knees to drink.” Now those who
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“lapped” the water into their mouths by hand numbered three hundred; all the rest of the troops
got down on their knees to drink. Then the LORD said to Gideon, “I will deliver you and | will put
Midian into your hands through the three hundred ‘lappers’; let the rest of the troops go home.”
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Yalkut Shimoni 62:1
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“There are still too many troops,” the LORD said to Gideon. “Take them down to the water...” Those
who knelt on their knees to drink water, willing or not, were bowing down to idols. The generation
of Gidon was bowing down to a reflection in the water. The Holy One said to him “I will deliver you
and | will put Midian into your hands through the three hundred ‘lappers’ and of them it says “I will
leave in Israel only seven thousand—every knee that has not knelt to Baal and every mouth that has
not kissed him.” (Kings | 19:18) and “The remnant of Jacob shall be, In the midst of the many
peoples, Like dew from the LORD, Like droplets on grass— Which do not look to any man Nor place
their hope in mortals.” (Micah 5:6)

Shoftim 7:16-18
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He divided the three hundred men into three columns and equipped every man with a ram’s horn
and an empty jar, with a torch in each jar. “Watch me,” he said, “and do the same. When | get to the
outposts of the camp, do exactly as | do. When | and all those with me blow our horns, you too, all
around the camp, will blow your horns and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon!"”
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THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes inspires
engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and active participants.
For more information see www.pardes.org.il.
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