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What'’s in a Story? The Narratives That Shape Us

1) Genesis 45:4-8
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(4) Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come forward to me.”
And when they came forward, he said, “l am your brother
Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt. (5) Now, do not be
distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold me
hither; it was to save life that God sent me ahead of you. (6) It
is now two years that there has been famine in the land, and
there are still five years to come in which there shall be no
yield from tilling. (7) God has sent me ahead of you to ensure
your survival on earth, and to save your lives in an
extraordinary deliverance. (8) So, it was not you who sent me
here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord
of all his household, and ruler over the whole land of Egypt.
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2) Genesis 50:15-21
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(15) When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead,
they said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and
pays us back for all the wrong that we did him!” (16) So they
sent this message to Joseph, “Before his death your father
left this instruction: (17) So shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, |
urge you, the offense and guilt of your brothers who treated
you so harshly.” Therefore, please forgive the offense of the
servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph was in tears
as they spoke to him. (18) His brothers went to him
themselves, flung themselves before him, and said, “We are
prepared to be your slaves.” (19) But Joseph said to them,
“Have no fear! Am | a substitute for God? (20) Besides,
although you intended me harm, God intended it for good, so
as to bring about the present result—the survival of many
people. (21) And so, fear not. | will sustain you and your
children.” Thus he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
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3) Deuteronomy 26:5-10
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(5) You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God:
“My father was a fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt
with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there he
became a great and very populous nation. (6) The Egyptians
dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy
labor upon us. (7) We cried to the LORD, the God of our
fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and saw our plight, our
misery, and our oppression. (8) The LORD freed us from Egypt
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by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome
power, and by signs and portents. (9) He brought us to this
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey. (10) Wherefore | now bring the first fruits of the soil
which You, O LORD, have given me.” You shall leave it before
the LORD your God and bow low before the LORD your God.
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4) Ezekiel 11:13-16
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(13) Now, as | prophesied, Pelatiah son of Benaiah dropped
dead. | threw myself upon my face and cried out aloud, “Ah, Lord
GOD! You are wiping out the remnant of Israel!” (14) Then the
word of the LORD came to me: (15) “O mortal, [l will save] your
brothers, your brothers, the men of your kindred, all of that very
House of Israel to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem say, ‘Keep
far from the LORD; the land has been given as a heritage to us.’
(16) Say then: Thus said the Lord GOD: | have indeed removed
them far among the nations and have scattered them among the
countries, and | have become to them a diminished sanctity in
the countries whither they have gone.
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5) Megillah 29a:7
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The verse states: “Yet | have been to them as a little sanctuary in the
countries where they have come” (Ezekiel 11:16). Rabbi Yitzhak said: This is
referring to the synagogues and study halls in Babylonia. And Rabbi Elazar
said: This is referring to the house of our master, i.e., Rav, in Babylonia, from

which Torah issues forth to the entire world.
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6) Sforno on Leviticus 26:2:2
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INIT 'wTNI; the holy sites of the Jewish people during the
years of their exile, such as Torah academies and synagogues.
Ezekiel 11,15 describes such buildings as bun w1pn, a
“miniature Temple.” Our sages state that he referred by this
definition to Torah academies and synagogues.
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7) Exodus 2:11-15
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(11) Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he went
out to his kinsfolk and witnessed their labors. He saw an
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsmen. (12) He turned
this way and that and, seeing no one about, he struck down the
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Egyptian and hid him in the sand. (13) When he went out the
next day, he found two Hebrews fighting; so he said to the
offender, “Why do you strike your fellow?” (14) He retorted,

“Who made you chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me

as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was frightened, and
thought: Then the matter is known! (15) When Pharaoh learne
of the matter, he sought to kill Moses; but Moses fled from

Pharaoh. He arrived in the land of Midian, and sat down beside

a well.
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8) Leviticus 24:10-14

TH: 1" RIPN

(10) There came out among the Israelites one whose mother
was Israelite and whose father was Egyptian. And a fight broke
out in the camp between that half-Israelite and a certain
Israelite. (11) The son of the Israelite woman pronounced the
Name in blasphemy, and he was brought to Moses—now his
mother’s name was Shelomith daughter of Dibri of the tribe of
Dan— (12) and he was placed in custody, until the decision of
the LORD should be made clear to them. (13) And the LORD
spoke to Moses, saying: (14) Take the blasphemer outside the

camp; and let all who were within hearing lay their hands upon

his head, and let the whole community stone him.
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9) Shemot Rabbah 1:28
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(28) Another interpretation: "And he saw their suffering"
that they did not have rest. He went and said to Pharaoh, "
One who has a slave, if he does not rest one day a week, he
will die! While your slaves, if you don't allow them rest one
day a week, they will die!" He said to them, "Go and do for
them as you are saying." Moses went and established the
Sabbath day for them to rest.

"And he saw an Egyptian man." What did he see? R. Huna
say in the name of Bar Kaprah, for 4 things the Israelites
were redeemed from Egypt, one was for not changing their
names (Shir ha-Shirim Rabbah, Vayikra Rabba 32). And from
where do we learn that they didn't engage in adultery?
Because it happened once and the verse publicized it, as it's
written: And his mother's name was Shlomit bat Divri etc.
(Lev 24:10). Our teachers say there were taskmasters
among the Egyptians and officers from the Israelites, one
taskmaster appointed over ten officers. One officer
appointed over ten Israelites. And the taskmasters would
go to the houses of the officers at daybreak to make them
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go call the workers. Once an Egyptian taskmaster went to
[do so to] an Israelite officer and he set his eye on his wife
who was beautiful without blemish. He called the man and
brought him out of his house, then the Egyptian returned
and had relations with his wife and she thought that he was
her husband and became pregnant from him. Her husband
returned and found the Egyptian leaving his house. He
asked her, Did he touch you? She said yes, but | thought he
was you. When the taskmaster saw that he suspected him
he returned him to hard labor and struck him and sought to
kill him.

Moshe saw this and looked at him and saw with Ruah
Hakodesh what he did in the house, and saw what would be
done in the field, and said surely he deserves death, as it is
written: One who strikes a man shall die. And not only this,
but moreover he slept with the wife of Datan and therefore
deserved killing, as it says: The adulterer and adulteress
shall surely die (Lev 20:10), and that is why it is written: And
he turned this way and that etc., he saw what he did to him
at home and what he did to him in the field.
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10) Shemot Rabbah 1:29
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And he saw that there was no man, because he was liable to
be killed. R’ Yehuda said there was no man around to stand up
for God, so he killed him. R’ Nehemiah said, he saw that there
was no one who could use God’s Name [to kill] so he killed
him. The Rabbis said, he saw that there would be no chance of
righteous people among his descendants until the end of time.
When Moses saw this, he consulted the angels and he said to
them: “Is he liable for the death penalty?” They said to him:
“Yes.” That is why it says “And he saw there was no man,” who
would say something in his merit.

And he struck the Egyptian. What did he use to kill him? R’
Evyatar said, he struck him with a fist, and some say with a
cement spreading tool. The Rabbis said, he utilized God’s
Sacred Name and killed him, as it says: . IR NHNR ’JﬂD?D
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Rabbi Michael Emerson is the Director of Special Projects at Pardes, where his responsibilities
include development and program administration, as well as some teaching, primarily under the
wing of the Pardes Center for Jewish Educators. Raised in Memphis, TN, Michael graduated from
Columbia University in 2009 and completed a Master’s Degree in NYU’s Education and Jewish
Studies program. He received rabbinic ordination from Yeshiva University’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary in 2014 and is a Wexner Graduate Fellowship/Davidson Scholar alumnus.
Michael made Aliyah in July 2019 from Columbus, Ohio, where he was Program Director of the
Wexner Service Corps, a service-learning fellowship for Jewish teens run by The Wexner
Foundation. Previously, Michael taught Tanakh for four years at SAR High School, an Orthodox day
school in Riverdale, NY, and during the summers he taught high school students at the Drisha
Institute for Jewish Education. Michael spent six wonderful summers at Camp Stone, a Modern
Orthodox summer camp, where he was inspired to become a Jewish educator. Michael is married
to Dr. Adina Bitton, and together they are raising their three daughters Maayan, Lital and Keren in
Jerusalem.

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes inspires
engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and active participants.
For more information see www.pardes.org.il.
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