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S.Y. Agnon, Introduction to Kaddish

When a king of flesh and blood goes forth to war against his enemies, he leads out his soldiers to slay
and to be slain. It is hard to say, does he love his soldiers, doesn’t he love his soldiers, do they matter
to him, don't they matter to him. But even if they do matter to him, they are as good as dead, for the
Angel of Death is close upon the heels of everyone who goes off to war, and accompanies him only to
slay him. When the soldier is hit by arrow or sword or saber or any of the other kinds of destructive
weapons, and slain, they put another man in his place, and the king hardly knows that someone is
missing — for the population of the nations of the world is big and their troops are many. If one main
is slain, the king has many others to make up for him. But our king, the King of kings of kings, the Holy
One, blessed be He, is a king who delights in life, who loves peace and pursues peace, and loves His
people Israel, and He chose us from among all the nations: not because we are a numerous folk did
He set His love upon us, for we are the fewest of all people. But because of the love He loves us with
and we are so few, each and every one of us matters as much before Him as a whole legion, for He
hasn't many to put in our place. When from Israel one is missing, God forbid, a minimising takes place
in the King's legions, and in His kingdom, blessed be He, there is a decline of strength, as it were, for
His kingdom now lacks one of its legions and His grandeur, blessed be He, has been diminished, God
forbid. That is why for each dead person in Israel we recite the prayer “magnified and sanctified be
His Great Name.” Magnified be the power of the Name so that before Him, blessed be He, there be
no decline of strength: and sanctified be He in all the worlds which He created according to His will,
and not for ourselves let us have fear but for the superlative splendor of His exalted holiness. May He
establish His sovereignty so that His kingdom be perfectly revealed and visible, and may it suffer no
diminishing, God forbid. In our lifetime and in your days and in the lifetime of the whole house of Israel
speedily and soon — for if His sovereignty is manifest in the world, there is peace in the world and
blessing in the world and song in the world and a multitude of praises in the world and great
consolation in the world, and the holy ones, Israel, are beloved in the world, and His grandeur
continues to grow and increase and never diminishes. If this is what we recite in prayer over any who
die, how much the more over our beloved and sweet brothers and sisters, the dear children of Zion,
those killed in the Land of Israel, whose blood was shed for the glory of His blessed Name and for His
people and His land and His heritage. And what is more, everyone who dwells in the land of Israel
belongs to the legion of the King of kings of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, whom the King
appointed watchman of His palace. When one of His legions is slain, He has no others as it were to put
in his place. Therefore, brethren of the whole house of Israel, all you who mourn in this mourning, let
us fix our hearts on our Father in heaven, Israel's king and redeemer, and let us pray for ourselves and
for Him too, as it were: Magnified and sanctified be His Great Name in the world which He created as
He willed. May He establish His kingdom, may He make His deliverance to sprout forth, may He bring
nigh His messiah, and so to the end of the whole prayer. May we be found worthy still to be in life
when with our own eyes we may behold Him who makes peace in His high places, in His compassion
making peace for us and for all Israel. Amen.

translation from Hebrew by Judah Goldin, The Jewish Expression (New York: Bantam Books, 1970), 484-485
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Kaddish of Rabbi Levi Yitzkak of Berditchev

Good morning to You, Lord, Master of the universe, |, Levi Yitzhak, son of Sarah of Berdichev, | come
to You with a Din Torah from Your people Israel. What do You want of Your people Israel? What have
You demanded of Your people Israel? For everywhere | look it says, “Say to the Children of Israel.” And
every other verse says, “Speak to the Children of Israel.” And over and over, “Command the Children
of Israel.” Father, sweet Father in heaven, How many nations are there in the world? Persians,
Babylonians, Edomites. The Russians, what do they say? That their Czar is the only ruler. The Prussians,
what do they say? That their Kaiser is supreme. And the English, what do they say? That George the
Third is sovereign. And |, Levi Yitzhak, son of Sarah of Berdichev, say, Yisgadal v'yiskadash shmei raboh
- Magnified and sanctified is Thy Name. And |, Levi Yitzhak, son of Sarah of Berdichev, say, From my
stand | will not waver, And from my place | shall not move Until there be an end to all this. Yisgadal
v'yiskadash shmei raboh - Magnified and sanctified is only Thy Name.

as rendered by Samuel Dresner, Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev: Portrait of a Hasidic Master (New York, Hartmore House: 1974), 85
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They say of Elazar Bialystocker that once his friends found him dancing on the roof of the Kotzker
Rebbe’s home, a cabbage leaf on his head, a straw belt tied around his waist, and wooden sandals on
his feet. Thus clad, he danced with joy and fervor for many hours, his feet flying upward, his hands
raised to Heaven, his voice clearly heard from one end of the city to the next: “The world and all it
contains is God'’s, its fullness and all who live there. There is none but He!” his voice cleaved through
both God’s heavens and men’s hearts, until all those who saw and heard him stood upright like pillars
and joined him in his song: “The world and all it contains is God’s...”

The venerable Rebbe left his room and stared into R’ Elazar’s face and didn’t take his eyes off
him for quite some time. Finally he called to R’ Elazar on the roof and said, “When is a propitious time?
When God is crowned in all the worlds. Come, Elazar, and | will bless you with a son in your old age!”

R’ Elazar didn’t stop dancing and answered his Rebbe: “Rebbe, | lack nothing, not even a son
to say Kaddish after me. Far better one minute taking on the heavenly Kingship on this roof than all
the life of the next world that the son helps the father merit after his death, by saying for him, ‘Yisgadal
v’yiskadash Shemeh rabbah!” ”

Why should Elazar prepare for himself a Kaddish for later, when now he stands before his
Creator, he and not his son, and declares, with all his 248 limbs and 365 sinews: “Yisgadal v’yiskadash
Shemeh rabbah — May His great Name grow exalted and sanctified,” and the people answering with
all their might, “Amen, may His great Name be blessed forever...”

Eliyahu Kitov, Sharp as a Needle, trans. Miriam Zakon (Southfield MI: Targum, 2005), 128-129

('l ) Elmad
'I'D N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org


mailto:levi@pardes.org.il

Mourners’ Kaddish

3 Pardes 0119 Levi Cooper
Institute of Jewish Studies Ievi@gardes.org.il

Levi Cooper, originally from Melbourne, has been teaching at Pardes since 1998. He volunteers as
community rabbi in Zur Hadassa. Levi completed his doctorate in Bar-llan University’s Faculty of Law
and then held postdoctoral positions in University of Oxford and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.
In addition to teaching at Pardes, Levi is a Teaching Fellow at Tel Aviv University’s Faculty of Law. Levi’s
research focuses on legal history and interplays between Jewish legal writing and broader legal,
intellectual, and cultural contexts. His book, Relics for the Present (2 volumes), offers a contemporary
commentary on the Talmud. His current project examines Rabbinic responses to past pandemics. For
more details see https://www.pardes.org.il/faculty/levi-cooper.

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, inclusive, diverse and intellectually
challenging Jewish learning community based in Jerusalem with programs worldwide. Pardes
cultivates a life-long love of Jewish learning, the Jewish people and Israel. Pardes inspires
engagement in Jewish life — as communal and spiritual leaders, educators and active participants.
For more information see www.pardes.org.il.
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