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P’sachim 35:a-b: With what types of grains is the obligation of matza fulfilled?

Deuteronomy 16:3:

You (sn) shall not eat anything leavened with it; for seven days

thereafter you shall eat unleavened bread....
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P’sachim 35:a-b:

MISHNA: These are the types of grain with which a
person fulfills his obligation to eat matza on the first
night of Passover: With wheat, with barley, with spelt
[kusmin], with rye [shifon], and with oats [shibbolet
shu’al]. And one fulfills his obligation by eating not
only matza made from properly tithed grains, but even
with matza made from doubtfully tithed produce, and
matza made with first tithe from which its teruma was
already taken, or second tithe and consecrated food
that were redeemed. And priests may eat matza
prepared from halla, the portion of dough that is given
to priests, or with teruma, as priests are permitted to
eat these portions.

DTNY NNIANN 2'N 0NAT IPR Nlwn
N0 7V |IWK1 7'22 1N2IN 'T' [N RXI
,0MIVYAI,D0'0NA: NXN DNN NWY DN
AHUIv n212'wal,|19'wA1l 'NoI0a
['21IN N212NA 1 K7 XA NAIN 'R
INNTA D) X7X ,0N7 'IN12 DIPINNN
NINN wIaIn DX 1N X7Y arian(
121N ALY [IWKRT TWYN1L) TWun
WYNal, [N17 [NIN7 2NN INNINN
D'712' DNINI.ITIIV WTPN IX T
[N NO'WN P7N) N2N2 NXN NIWYYL
ANINNA IN NN T N2 DRI (DDN2Y
.N7'281 NONIN R'N DN NN

However, one may not fulfill one’s obligation to eat
matza made with untithed produce, nor with matza
made from the first tithe from which its teruma was
not separated, nor with matza made either from the
second tithe, nor from consecrated grain that was not
redeemed. With regard to one who prepared loaves of
matza that are brought with a thanks-offering, or to
the wafers brought by a nazirite, the Sages drew the
following distinction: If he prepared them for himself,
then he does not fulfill his obligation to eat matza with
them. However, if he prepared them to sell them in
the market to those who require these loaves or
wafers, one fulfills the obligation to eat matza with
them.
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GEMARA: The Gemara identifies the species mentioned
in the mishna. One of the Sages taught in the Tosefta:
Spelt is a type of wheat, while oats [shibbolet shu’al]
and rye [shifon] are a type of barley. The Gemara
translates the lesser-known species into the vernacular
Aramaic: Spelt is called gulba; rye is dishra; and oats
are shevilei ta’ala. The Gemara infers: These species,
yes, they may be used for matza; however, rice [orez]
and millet [dohan], no, they may not be used.
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The Gemara asks: From where are these matters, that
matza cannot be prepared from rice or millet, derived?
Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said, and likewise a Sage of
the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught, and likewise a
Sage of the school of Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov taught
that the verse states: “You shall eat no leavened bread
with it; seven days you shall eat with it matza, the
bread of affliction” (Deuteronomy 16:3). This verse
indicates that only with substances which will come to
a state of leavening, a person fulfills his obligation to
eat matza with them, provided he prevents them from
becoming leavened. This excludes these foods, i.e.,
rice, millet, and similar grains, which, even if flour is
prepared from them and water is added to their flour,
do not come to a state of leavening but to a state of
decay [sirahon].
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The Gemara notes: The mishna is not in accordance
with the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri, who said:
Rice is a full-fledged type of grain, and one is liable to
receive karet for eating it in its leavened state, like
other types of grain. As it was taught in a baraita:
Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri prohibits eating cooked rice
and millet on Passover, due to the fact that they are
close to being leavened.
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A dilemma was raised before the scholars who were
studying this issue. What is the meaning of the
expression: That it is close to becoming leavened?
Does this mean that it will be leavened even quicker
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than wheat or barley? Or does it perhaps mean that it
is only close to being leavened, i.e., it resembles
leavened bread, but it is not full-fledged leavened
bread. In other words, perhaps Rabbi Yohanan ben
Nuri maintains that these grains cannot in fact become
full-fledged leavened bread, and one is not punished
with karet for eating them on Passover. However, he
rules that one should nevertheless avoid eating them,
due to their similarity to leavened bread.
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The Gemara responds: Come and hear a resolution to
this question, as it was taught in a baraita that Rabbi
Yohanan ben Nuri said: Rice is a full-fledged type of
grain. Therefore, one is liable to receive karet for
eating it in its leavened state, and a person can fulfill
his obligation to eat matza with it on Passover. This
baraita clearly indicates that, according to the opinion
of Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri, rice becomes leavened like
other grains, and the expression: It is close to becoming
leavened, means that it becomes leavened quicker than
other grains.
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And so too, Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri would say: One
who has prepared bread from keramit, a type of wild
wheat, is obligated to separate halla, just as he must
separate halla from dough prepared of other types of
grain. The Gemara asks: What is keramit? Abaye said:
It is a plant called shitzanita. Since this name was not
widely known either, the Gemara asks: What is
shitzanita? Rav Pappa said: This is the wild grain that
is found between papyrus reeds.
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Rabba bar bar Hana said that Reish Lakish said: With
regard to dough that was kneaded with wine, oil, or
honey, one is not liable to receive karet for eating it in
its leavened state, since these liquids will not cause the
dough to be leavened. Rav Pappa and Rav Huna, son of
Rav Yehoshua, were sitting before Rav Idi bar Avin,
and Rav Idi bar Avin was sitting and dozing as his
students conversed. Rav Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua,
said to Rav Pappa: What is the reason of Reish Lakish,
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who maintains that one is not liable to receive karet for
this type of leavening?
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Rav Pappa said to him: The verse states: “You shall eat
no leavened bread with it; seven days you shall eat
with it matza” (Deuteronomy 16:3). In light of the
juxtaposition of leavened bread and matza, Reish
Lakish compares these two types of bread: With regard
to those substances through which a person fulfills his
obligation to eat matza, one is liable to receive karet
for eating them in their leavened state. And with
regard to this dough, which was kneaded with wine, oil,
or honey, since a person does not fulfill his obligation
to eat matza with it, as it is called rich, i.e., enhanced,
matza, one is not liable to receive karet for eating it in
its leavened state on Passover. Matza is called the
bread of affliction, or the poor man’s bread, a
description that does not apply to dough prepared with
wine, oil, or honey.
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Rav Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua, raised an objection to
Rav Pappa: We learned with regard to one who took a
baked item, dissolved it in water, and swallowed this
mixture on Passover: If the baked item is leavened
bread, he is punished with karet; and if it is matza, a
person does not fulfill his obligation to eat matza on
Passover with this food. The reason one does not fulfill
the obligation to eat matza is because swallowing in
this manner is not considered an act of eating. But here
this is a case where a person does not fulfill his
obligation to eat matza with this dissolved food, and
nevertheless he is liable to receive karet for eating it in
its leavened state. This ruling conflicts with Rav Pappa’s
general principle.
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At this point Rav Idi bar Avin woke up, due to their
discussion, and said to them: Children, this is the
reasoning of Reish Lakish: One is not liable to receive
karet for eating dough kneaded with oil or honey,
because oil and honey are considered fruit juices, and
fruit juice does not cause dough to be leavened.
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Therefore, dough prepared with these liquids is not
considered full-fledged leavened bread.
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2nx1' N7 ?xy1 - fulfills his obligation or not?

NXI' XY - does not fulfill

nxir — fulfills
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Tevel - untithed produce
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d’mai — doubtfully tithed produce
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matza made from the first tithe from which its
teruma was not separated
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matza made with first tithe from
which its teruma was already taken

1791 N7¥ WTpNI QW wun

matza made either from the second tithe, nor from
consecrated grain that was not redeemed
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second tithe and consecrated food
that were redeemed
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With regard to one who prepared loaves of matza
that are brought with a thanks-offering, or to the
wafers brought by a nazirite, the Sages drew the
following distinction: If he prepared them for himself,
then he does not fulfill his obligation to eat matza
with them. However, if he prepared them to sell
them in the market to those who require these loaves
or wafers, one fulfills the obligation to eat matza with
them.
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priests may eat matza prepared
from halla, the portion of dough
that is given to priests, or with
teruma, as priests are permitted to
eat these portions.




Isur Hana’a - the prohibition of deriving benefit from forbidden items:

Hizkiya said: From where is it derived in the mishna
that it is prohibited to derive benefit from leavened
bread on Passover? As it is stated: “Leavened bread
shall not be eaten” (Exodus 13:3). Since the verse uses
the passive, it should be understood as follows: There
shall be no permitted consumption of it at all, even
deriving benefit, as benefit could be exchanged for
money, which could be used to buy food.

The Gemara reads precisely: The reason deriving
benefit is prohibited is that the Merciful One writes in
the Torah: “Leavened bread shall not be eaten.” Had
the Torah not written: “Shall not be eaten,” and
instead used the active form: You shall not eat, | would
have said that the prohibition of eating is implied but
that the prohibition of deriving benefit is not implied.
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The Gemara comments: And this conclusion disagrees
with the opinion of Rabbi Abbahu, as Rabbi Abbahu
said that wherever it is stated: “It shall not be eaten,”
“You, singular, shall not eat,” or “You, plural, shall not
eat,” both a prohibition of eating and a prohibition of
deriving benefit are implied, unless the verse specifies
that one may benefit, in the manner that it specified
with regard to an unslaughtered animal carcass.
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