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1. Women Are a Separate People Bereishit 6
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These are the generations (toledot) of Noah, Noah was a righteous man... Noah walked with God.

Buber, “The Question to the Single One”

And indeed a man can have dealings with God only as a Single One... This the Old
Testament... expresses by permitting only a person bearing a name... (such as) Noah, to have
dealings with Elohim.

2. Genesis 12
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The Lord said to Abram: “Go forth from your land, from your birthplace, from your father’s house
to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make
your name great and you shall be a blessing... and all the families of the earth will be blessed
through you.”

Genesis 14
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... he told Abram the Hebrew [lvri]...
Midrash Bereishit Rabbah
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Rabbi Yehuda said, “All the world was on one side and he was on the other...”

3. Genesis 11
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And all the earth was of one language and of one set of words... And they said, “Come let
us build a city and a tower...and we will make a name for ourselves, lest we scatter...
Therefore, He called its name Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all
the earth and from there the Lord scattered them over the face of all the earth.
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Ha’amek Davar (Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, 19" century, Volozhin)

We must understand what they were afraid of [and that is] that some would leave for
another land. This was certainly connected to the "devarim ahadim" among them, as they
feared that since not all human thoughts are identical, if some would leave they might adopt
different thoughts. And so they made certain that no one left their enclave.

4. Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5
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God imprinted each person with the stamp of Adam, and no one person is like another.
012N NXR T2I0 NN NN NIT2M N2R1...01Y NND |2 0Y DY NT7iR NN

This is the line of Shem. Shem was 100 years old... this is the line of Terah; Terach begat Abram.

5. Exodus 1
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These are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt; with Jacob came each
man and his household. Reuben, Simon, Levi and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;
Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. And all those who issued from Jacob were seventy, and

Joseph was in Egypt. And Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all that generation. And the
children of Israel were fruitful and they and they swarmed and they increased and became

24 WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



€,
g Lechi Lach: Women’s Journey Towards Self, Toward the Devine
, Pardes o11o

[
Institute of Jewish Studies

Judy Klitsner | judyklitsner@gmail.com

very mighty, and the earth was filled with them. A new king arose over Egypt, who did not
know Joseph. And he said to his nation, “Behold the nation of the children of Israel is greater
and mightier than we are. Come let us deal cleverly with them [lit. him] lest they [lit. he]
increase, and it will be when war occurs that they [lit. he] will join our enemies in fighting
us, and rise up from the land.” And they placed taskmasters over them [lit. him] to oppress
them [lit. him] with their burdens; and they [lit. he] built storage cities for Pharaoh, Pitom
and Ramses. But the more they oppressed them [lit. him], the more they [lit. he] increased
and spread out, so they came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians enslaved the children
of Israel with hard labor. And they embittered their lives with hard labor, with mortar and
bricks and with all kinds of work in the field—they enforced all labor ruthlessly.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one whose name was Shifra and the other
whose name was Puah. And he said, “When you birth the Hebrew women and you see them
on the birthing stools, if it is a son kill him, and if it is a daughter let her live.” And the
midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had said to them, and they let the
children live. The king of Egypt called to the midwives and said to them, “Why have you
done this thing, letting the children live?” And the midwives said to Pharaoh, “The Hebrew
women are not like Egyptian women: they are vigorous. Before the midwife can come to
them, they give birth.” And God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied
and increased greatly. And because the midwives feared God, he established households
for them. Then Pharaoh charged all his people saying, “Every boy that is born you shall
throw in the Nile, but let every daughter live.”

6. Exodus 2
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A man of the house of Levi went and married the daughter of Levi. The woman conceived
and bore a son; and... she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer,
she took a wicker basket... And she put the child into it and placed it among the reeds by
the bank of the Nile. And his sister stationed herself at a distance, to learn what would be
done to him. The daughter of Pharaoh went down to bathe upon the river.... She saw the
basket...when she opened it, she saw that it was a child, a boy crying. She took pity on it
and said, “This must be a Hebrew child.”

Rashi
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To bathe upon the river. Transpose the verse and explain it: “And the daughter of Pharaoh
came down to the river to bathe in it.”
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