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“God has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today...”

1. 1 Samuel ch.15

Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over
his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the Lord. 2 This is
what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Il will punish the Amalekites for what they
did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now
go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy® all that belongs to them.
Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants,
cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.””

4So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two
hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand from Judah. ®Saul
went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 6 Then he
said to the Kenites, “Go away, leave the Amalekites so that | do not
destroy you along with them; for you showed kindness to all the
Israelites when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites moved away
from the Amalekites.

"Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to

Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the
Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the

sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep
and cattle, the fat calves™® and lambs—everything that was good. These
they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was
despised and weak they totally destroyed.

©Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: ! “I regret that | have made
Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out
my instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that
night.

2Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was
told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his
own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.”

13When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The Lord bless you! | have
carried out the Lord’s instructions.”

14But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What
is this lowing of cattle that | hear?”

155aul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they
spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God,
but we totally destroyed the rest.”

16 “Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the Lord said to
me last night.”

“Tell me,” Saul replied.

17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you
not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king
over Israel. ¥ And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely
destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them
until you have wiped them out.” ¥* Why did you not obey the Lord? Why
did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?”
204yt | did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission

the Lord assigned me. | completely destroyed the Amalekites and
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brought back Agag their king. 2! The soldiers took sheep and cattle from
the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice
them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”
2Byt Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 2 For rebellion is like
the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you
have rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you as king.”
2 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. | violated the Lord’s
command and your instructions. | was afraid of the men and so | gave in
to them. 2> Now | beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that
| may worship the Lord.”
26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have
rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king over
Israell”
27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and
it tore. 2Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel
from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better
than you. 2 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind;
for he is not a human being, that he should change his mind.”
30S3ul replied, “I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of
my people and before Israel; come back with me, so that | may worship
the Lord your God.” 3! So Samuel went back/away with/from Saul, and
Saul worshiped the Lord.
32Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites.”
Agag came to him in chains. And he thought, “Surely the bitterness of
death is past.”
3 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless,

so will your mother be childless among women.”
And Samuel put Agag to death before the Lord at Gilgal.
34Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of
Saul. 3> Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though
Samuel mourned for him. And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul
king over Israel.

2. 1 Samuel ch.30.
a. Did Saul kill all the Amalekites?
b. The Culture of Amalek

David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the
Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked
Ziklag and burned it, 2and had taken captive the women and
everyone else in it, both young and old. They killed none of them,
but carried them off as they went on their way. 3When David and his
men reached Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and their wives
and sons and daughters taken captive. #So David and his men

wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep. > David’s two
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wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the
widow of Nabal of Carmel....

David and the six hundred men with him came to the Besor
Valley...'* They found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to
David. They gave him water to drink and food to eat— 2 part of a
cake of pressed figs and two cakes of raisins. He ate and was
revived, for he had not eaten any food or drunk any water for three
days and three nights.

13 David asked him, “Who do you belong to? Where do you come
from?”

He said, “l am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite. My master
abandoned me when | became ill three days ago. 1*We raided the
Negev of the Kerethites, some territory belonging to Judah and the
Negev of Caleb. And we burned Ziklag.”

15David asked him, “Can you lead me down to this raiding party?”
He answered, “Swear to me before God that you will not kill me or
hand me over to my master, and | will take you down to them.”

6 He led David down, and there they were, scattered over the
countryside, eating, drinking and reveling because of the great
amount of plunder they had taken from the land of the Philistines
and from Judah. ¥ David fought them from dusk until the evening of
the next day, and none of them got away, except four hundred
young men who rode off on camels and fled. 8 David

recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, including his two
wives.

3. 1Samuel ch.14

31That day, after the Israelites had struck down the
Philistines from Mikmash to Aijalon, they were
exhausted. 32 They pounced on the plunder and, taking
sheep, cattle and calves, they butchered them on the
ground and ate them, together with the blood. 3¥Then
someone said to Saul, “Look, the men are sinning against
the Lord by eating meat that has blood in it.”

“You have broken faith,” he said. “Roll a large stone over
here at once.” ~So everyone brought his ox that night and
slaughtered it there.

4. Judges ch.3

12 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and
because they did this evil the Lord gave Eglon king of
Moab power over Israel. 3 Getting the Ammonites and
Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and attacked Israel,
and they took possession of the City of Palms

5. Judges ch.6

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for
seven years he gave them into the hands of the
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Midianites. 2Because the power of Midian was so
oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves
in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the
Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites,
Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the
country. *They camped on the land and ruined the
crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing
for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They
came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of
locusts. It was impossible to count them or their
camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. ® Midian so
impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to
the Lord for help.

7. Devarim 25

Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way
when you came out of Egypt. ¥ When you were weary and
worn out, they met you on your journey and attacked all
who were lagging behind; they had no fear of

God. ¥ When the Lord your God gives you rest from all the
enemies around you in the land he is giving you to possess
as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of

Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

8. Maimonides. Laws of Kings

Israel was enjoined with three Commandments upon
entering the Land: to appoint a king, as it says, “you shall
set a king over yourselves” (Deut. 17:15); to destroy the
descendents of Amalek, as it says “erase the memory of
Amalek” (Deut. 25:19); and build the Temple, as it says,
“you shall seek His habitation, and there you will come”
(Deut. 12:5).

The appointment of the king comes before the war with
Amalek, as it says, “G-d has sent me to anoint you
king...Now, go and smite Amalek” (| Samuel 15:1-3). The
eradication of Amalek precedes the construction of the
Temple, as it says, “and it was so, when the king was
settled in his home, and G-d allowed him respite from his
enemies all around. And the king said to Nathan, the
Prophet, ‘1 am living in a house of cedar...”” (1l Samuel 7:1-
2).
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