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here the life of Sarah is presented in three age-groups is well known.
Let us take it then, as is cleatly presented to us, and thus we are told,
qot that Sarah lived one hundred and twenty seven years, but a hundred
years, twenty years arEd seven years. These three numbers represent to
us the three periods in the development of a human life: the age of
childhood, mature youth, completed old age. A spiritually and morally
perfected life could not be better expressed than: as an old man, he was
old, as a man, a man, as a child, a child. More, our sages remark: one
who lives truly takes the crowning speciality of each age into the next period.
Hence the expression B°»°2 X3 “he comes home with his days”, his days
are not spent and done with, he takes all the spiritual and moral acquisitions
of his past days over with him into the coming days, and does not allow
himself to be robbed by his years of anything that had been truly “his”.
Sarah took the beauty of childhood with her into her womanhood, and the
innocence of the twenty-years-old girl with her into the grave. How far
and surely'not to our advantage, does this point of view of our rabbis,
contrast with that of our days! They look for beauty, not in the twenty
year old but in the child, and innocence not in the child but in mature
adolescence, We are accustomed to speak of “childish innocence”. It would
be sad if childhood were to be enviable because of its innocence. Innocence
assumes the possibility of guilt, to be not guilty implies to have had a struggle
against the pull of one’s senses and passions and to have conquered, and
only the girl matured to womanhood and the boy matured to manhood
@n crown their head with the wreath of innocence.
All these years are called mw »n, she /ived in all of them, the
Whole of her hundred and twenty seven years existence was a life, a
lively, cheerful, important, good life, no moment of it that she would
have had to wish not to have been there, and still, the report concludes,
th!s 0 »n was only W »n W, years out of the life of Sarah, Oﬂly one
Period, only one part of her life; for life is not measured by the span of
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