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Samuel Steps Down. War at Michmas
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1. 1 Samuel ch.11
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they attacked the Ammonaite camp at dawn and slaughtered
them until the heat of the day. Those who survived were
scattered, so that no two of them were left together.

2The people then said to Samuel, “Who was it that asked, ‘Shall
Saul reign over us?’ Turn these men over to us so that we may
put them to death.”

13yt Saul said, “No one will be put to death today, for this day
the Lord has rescued Israel.”

14Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and
there renew the kingship.” *So all the people went to Gilgal and
made Saul king in the presence of the Lord. There they sacrificed
fellowship offerings before the Lord, and Saul and all the
Israelites held a great celebration.

Chapter 12
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Samuel said to all Israel, “I have listened to everything you said
to me and have set a king over you. 2Now you have a king as your
leader. As for me, | am old and gray, and my sons are here with
you. | have been your leader from my youth until this day. 3Here |
stand. Testify against me in the presence of the Lord and his
anointed. Whose ox have | taken? Whose donkey have | taken?
Whom have | cheated? Whom have | oppressed? From whose
hand have | accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If | have
done any of these things, | will make it right.”

4“You have not cheated or oppressed us,” they replied. “You
have not taken anything from anyone’s hand.”

>Samuel said to them, “The Lord is witness against you, and also
his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found

anything in my hand.” “He is witness,” they said.

8Then Samuel said to the people, “It is the Lord who appointed
Moses and Aaron and brought your ancestors up out of

Egypt. ”Now then, stand here, because | am going to judge you
before the Lord as to all the righteous acts performed by

the Lord for you and your ancestors.

8“After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the Lord for help, and
the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your ancestors out
of Egypt and settled them in this place.

9“But they forgot the Lord their God; so he sold them into the
hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into
the hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought
against them. ° They cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have
sinned; we have forsaken the Lord and served the Baals and the
Ashtoreths. But now deliver us from the hands of our enemies,
and we will serve you.” ! Then the Lord sent Jerub-

Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered you from the
hands of your enemies all around you, so that you lived in safety.
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124Byt when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was
moving against you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to

rule over us’—even though the Lord your God was your

king. ¥ Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you

asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you. *If you

fear the Lord and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his
commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you
follow the Lord your God—good! ** But if you do not obey

the Lord, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be
against you, as it was against your ancestors.

16 “Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about
to do before your eyes! 7 Is it not wheat harvest now? | will

call on the Lord to send thunder and rain. And you will realize
what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you asked
for a king.”

18Then Samuel called on the Lord, and that same day

the Lord sent thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of
the Lord and of Samuel.

The people all said to Samuel, “Pray to the Lord your God for
your servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our
other sins the evil of asking for a king.”

20“Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this

evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with
all your heart. 2 Do not turn away after useless (idols) that can do
you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are

useless. 22 For the sake of his great name the Lord will not

reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you his
own. 2 As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against

the Lord by failing to pray for you. And | will teach you the way
that is good and right. 2#But be sure to fear the Lord and serve
him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he
has done for you. 2°Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and
your king will perish.”

Responsible for
God Nation
Appointed by God Kohein/Priest Navi/Prophet
Nation Judge King
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Tractate Rosh Hashanna 25a-b
"Samuel said unto the people the Lord that appointed Moses and Aaron
"and in the same connection it is written [ibid. 11]: "The Lord sent Jerubaal

and Bedan and Jephtha and Samuel." [Jerubaal is Gideon; and why is he
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named Jerubaal? Because he strove against Baal. Bedan is Sampson; and
why is he named Bedan? Because he came from Dan. Jephtha means just
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what it is (i.e., he had no surname or attribute).] And it is also written [Ps.
Xcix. 6]: "Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those
who called upon his name." The sacred text regards the three common
people equal with the three noblest, to teach us that Jerubaal was in his
generation like Moses in his; Bedan in his generation was like Aaron in his;
Jephtha in his generation was like Samuel in his generation. From all this
one must learn that if even the commonest of the commoners is appointed
leader by a community, he must be considered as the noblest of the
nobility, for it is said [Deut. xvii. 9]: "And thou shalt come unto the priests,
the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in his days." (Why does the
passage say "in those days"?) Can you imagine that one could go to a judge
who was not in his days? (Surely not! But by these words Scripture teaches
us that a judge is to be held "in his days" equal in authority with the
greatest of his predecessors.) We find a similar teaching in Eccles. vii. 10:
"Say not thou that the former days were better than these!

"And the Lord Your God is Your King"

According to one approach, Shemuel absolutely negates the idea of monarchy and prefers the previous

situation of God's direct governance, whether through spiritual leaders such as Moshe and Aharon, or

through leaders whom God sends even though they are not men of spirit. For the people put their

trust not in those leaders, but in God, and He sends them and their leadership expresses God's

providence.

According to the alternative approach, Shemuel does not object to monarchy in itself, but rather he

believes that the people's request for a king was inappropriate in the given circumstances. In this
context, let us bring the words of the Ramban on the issue:

The request for royalty at that time was distasteful to the Holy One, blessed be He.... The reason

for all this was that at this time Shemuel was judge and prophet who was fighting their battles

according to the word of God, saving them in times of trouble, and it was improper for them to

request a king during his lifetime, even as Shemuel said to them: "And the Lord your God is your
king" (I Shemuel 12:12). And the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: "They have not rejected
you, but they have rejected Me" (ibid. 8:7). It was for this reason that He did not grant them

permanent royalty. (Ramban, Commentary to Bereishit 49:10)

What this means is that a distinction must be made between two types of judges. If the judge is one of

"the light ones of the world," then monarchy and a stable regime is preferable to the vacuum created

by a system of government based on ad hoc heroes. Figures like Gideon and Shimshon radiate not

sanctity and spirituality, but brute force, and a stable and more human system is better than such

leaders. However, in periods of fitting leadership, when "the heavy ones of the world" stand over the

people, guiding them in the path of Torah and in the fear of God, and representing God to them, then

without a doubt the system of the "judge-prophet" is preferable to a worldly figure. The transience and

3
www.alexisrael.org


https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.12.12?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.12.12?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.12.12?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.49.10?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.49.10?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker

. ‘P

Pardes o110

" Institute of Jewish Studies

KING SAUL AND THE QUESTION OF MONARCHY
PARDES COMMUNITY EDUCATION | FALL 2020
alex@pardes.org | www.alexisrael.org

the constant dependence that follow from such leadership can be a blessing, provided that a fitting

leader stands at the helm. Shemuel's emphasis on the superiority and spiritual advantage of an

unstable political situation is based on the assumption that a leader with spiritual inspiration will guide

the people.
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1 Samuel ch.13

Saul was thirty® years old when he became king, and he reigned
over Israel forty-®! two years.

2Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were
with him at Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a
thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of
the men he sent back to their homes.

3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the
Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown
throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” #So all
Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost,
and now lIsrael has rebelled against the Philistines.” And the
people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

5The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three

thousand!@ chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as
numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and
camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. ® When the Israelites saw
that their situation was critical and that their army was hard
pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in
pits and cisterns. ? Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the
land of Gad and Gilead.

Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were
quaking with fear. #He waited seven days, the time set by
Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began
to scatter. 9So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the
fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt

offering. 1°Just as he finished making the offering,

Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.

11 “\What have you done?” asked Samuel.

Saul replied, “When | saw that the men were scattering, and that
you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were
assembling at Mikmash, 121 thought, ‘Now the Philistines will
come down against me at Gilgal, and | have not sought the Lord’s
favor.” So | felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.”

183 “you have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not
kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he
would have established your kingdom over Israel for all

time. ¥ But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has
sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of
his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.”
15Then Samuel left Gilgal'” and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin,
and Saul counted the men who were with him. They numbered
about six hundred.
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16Saul and his son Jonathan and the men with them were staying
in Gibeah!® in Benjamin, while the Philistines camped at
Mikmash. ¥ Raiding parties went out from the Philistine camp in
three detachments. One turned toward Ophrah in the vicinity of
Shual, ¥ another toward Beth Horon, and the third toward the
borderland overlooking the Valley of Zeboyim facing the
wilderness.

19 Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole land of Israel,
because the Philistines had said, “Otherwise the Hebrews will
make swords or spears!” 2°So all Israel went down to the
Philistines to have their plow points, mattocks, axes and

sickles! sharpened. ?* The price was two-thirds of a shekel® for
sharpening plow points and mattocks, and a third of a

shekel™ for sharpening forks and axes and for repointing goads.
2250 on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and
Jonathan had a sword or spear in his hand; only Saul and his son
Jonathan had them.

B Now a detachment of Philistines had gone out to the pass at
Mikmash.
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