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The Location of Kever Rachel/Rachel’s Tomb
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And Rachel bore a son in the night, and called his name 'Son of my sorrow, for she suffered in giving him birth: but his
father called his name Benjamin, on the eleventh of the eighth month in the first of the sixth week of this
jubilee. (Book of Jubilees ch.32)
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kissed him, saying, “Has not the Lord anointed you ruler over his
inheritance?

2When you leave me today, you will meet two men near Rachel’s
tomb, at Zelzah on the border of Benjamin. They will say to you, ‘The

donkeys you set out to look for have been found.

~Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for
God is with you.

8“Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. | will surely come down to you to
sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but you must wait
seven days until | come to you and tell you what you are to do.”

2. Bereshit ch.35

And they journeyed from Beit-El; and there was but a little way
[? Kivrat Derekh] to come to Efrat; and Rachel labored with
child, and she had difficult labor. And it came to pass, when she
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was in difficult labor, that the midwife said to her, Fear not;
you shall have this son also. And it came to pass, as her soul
was departing, for she died, that she called his name Ben-Oni;
but his father called him Binyamin. And Rachel died, and was
buried in the way to Efrat, which is Beit-Lechem. And Ya’akov

set a pillar upon her grave; that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave to
this day. (35:16-20)
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APPROACH 1. NORTH OF JERUSALEM
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6. Kobur Bani Israel

3. Jeremiah 31

So says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, the sound of bitter
weeping — Rachel weeps over her children, refusing to be
comforted over her children for they are gone.

So says the Lord: Withhold your voice from weeping and your
eyes from tears, for your work will be rewarded, promises the
Lord, and they shall return from the enemy land. And there is
hope for your future, promises the Lord: the children shall return
to their borders.

4. B’resheet Rabbah 82:10

Why did our father Ya’akov see fit to bury Rachel on the road to
Efrat? He saw, through Divine inspiration, that the exiles will
eventually pass by there; therefore, he buried her there so that
she should beg God’s compassion for them, as it says: “A voice is
heard in Ramah...”

5. Jeremiah 40:1

The word came to Jeremiah from the Lord after Nebuzaradan
commander of the imperial guard had released him at

Ramah. He had found Jeremiah bound in chains among all the
captives from Jerusalem and Judah who were being carried into
exile to Babylon. 2When the commander of the guard found
Jeremiah, he said to him, “The Lord your God decreed this
disaster for this place.

Known by its Arabic name “Cobur Bani Israil,” five low, large, and long stone buildings are assumed to have been
used for burial. These buildings date to the Intermediate Bronze Age (1900-2200 BCE) and are located at the starting
point of Nahal Prat, on both sides of Highway 60, north of Jerusalem.

The Arabic name, which is translated as “The Graves of the Children of Israel” hints to an ancient Jewish burial site,
whose possible identification might contradict the traditional location of Rachel’s Tomb.
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The view from Kobur Bani Israel

Wasn’t Rachel buried in Bethlehem on the way to Efrat? (N1 = n1o9x)
Theory of Noga Hareuveni

n' Mmavwin' Joshua 18: 21-25
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'y’ Benjamin according to their families were Jericho,
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NNNaL MmNl vaa (n2)  and Ophni, and Geba; twelve cities with their
villages: Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth”
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Nehemia 7: 25-28:

The inhabitants of Gibeon, ninety and five, The
men of Bethlehem and Netophah, a hundred
fourscore and eight. The men of Anathoth, a
hundred twenty and eight.The men of Beth-
azmaveth, forty and two ... The men of Ramah and
Geva, sx hundred and twenty-one.
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Sifrei Vezot Habracha
Rabbi Meir says that Rachel died in the portion of
Benjamin, her son.

APPROACH #2. RACHEL’S TOMB IS NEAR BETHLEHEM IN JUDAH — THE TRADITIONAL VIEW
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Tosefta Sota [Lieberman edition], 11:13)

"...'When you depart from me today... at Tzeltzach' - where do
we find that Rachel was buried on the border of Binyamin, at
Tzeltzach? Was she not buried at Beit Lechem - in the portion of
Yehuda, as it is written, 'Rachel died and she was buried on the
road to Efrat' - and Efrat is in Yehuda's portion, as it is written,
'And you, Beit Lechem of Efrat - are too young to be among the
thousands of Yehuda'?

Rather, he [Shemuel] said to him [Shaul], 'Now, while | am talking
to you, they [the men] are at Rachel's tomb. You will go, while
they will be approaching, and you will meet them on the border
of Binyamin, at Tzeltzach."

Nachmanides. Bereshit 35:16

Kivrat Eretz. Menachem explained this phrase as a great distance,
but this is not the meaning of the text ... and | say that it is a
standard measure of distance [Rashi]

What is correct is the the commentary of R.David Kimchi who
explains that it is ...the distance of travel from morning to the
evening meal, because that is the way that wayfarers measure
distance.

This | wrote at first, but now that | merited to come to Jerusalem,
thank the good God, | saw with my own eyes that the distance
from Rachel’s Tomb to Bethlehem is not even a single mile! And
as such, these interpretations have been disproved, as well as
that of Menachem, but rather Rashi is correct that it is a measure
of distance.

As for Ramah of Benjamin, it is a distance of Four Parsah away!
And Ramah is in Mount Ephraim more than two days walk away.
Thus | will say that when the verse says “A voice is heard in
Ramah”, it is a metaphor, as if Rachel was crying out with such a
loud voice in mournfulness that her voice was heard a great
distance away ...because the places are not in close proximity...
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and the verse does NOT state that “Rachel was crying AT

Ramah”, only that her voice was heard there.

It seems that Jacob buried her on the road , not bringing her into
the city of Bethlehem of Judah which is so near, because he saw
by prophecy that Bethlehem would be to Judah, but he wanted
to bury her in the portion of Benjamin her son, and indeed the
road from Rachel’s tomb leads close to Beit El in the portion of
Benjamin...

Pesikta Rabbati (Ish Shalom), parasha 3

"I [Yaakov] wanted to bring her up [to Chevron] and bury her, but
the Holy One, blessed be He, would not let me. As it is written, 'l
buried her there (sham)' - what is the meaning of 'there'? By
God's word.

And why? For it was known and clear to Him that the Temple
would ultimately be destroyed, and His children were going to be
exiled, and they would pass by the [graves of the] forefathers
and ask them to pray for them, and it would not help them. And
while they were walking on the way, they would come and
embrace the burial place of Rachel, and she would stand and
plead for mercy from the Holy One...



