Tanya — Chapter 6-8

Chapter 6

rab)

"The Almighty has created one thing opposite the other."

Just as the divine soul consists of ten holy Sefirot and is clothed
in three holy garments, so does the soul which is derived from
the sitra achra of the kelipat nogah, which is clothed in man's
blood, consist of ten "crowns of impurity." These are the seven
evil middot which stem from the four evil elements mentioned
above, and the intellect begetting them which is subdivided
into three, viz., wisdom, understanding and knowledge, the
source of the middot. For the middot are according to the
quality of the intellect. Hence a child desires and loves petty
things of inferior worth, for his intellect is too immature and
deficient to appreciate things that are much more precious.
Likewise is he provoked to anger and vexation over trivial
things; so, too, with boasting and other middot.

Now these ten unclean categories, when a person meditates in
them or speaks them, or acts by them, his thought — which is
in his brain; and his speech—which is in his mouth; and the
power of action— which is in his hands, together with his other
limbs— all these are called the "impure garments" of these ten
unclean categories wherein the latter are clothed at the time of
the action, speech or thought. It is these that constitute all the
deeds that are done under the sun, which are all "vanity and
striving after the wind," as interpreted in the Zohar, Beshallach,
in the sense of a "ruination of the spirit...."

So, too, are all utterances and thoughts which are not directed
towards G-d and His will and service. For this is the meaning of
sitra achra— "the other side," i.e. not the side of holiness. For
the holy side is nothing but the indwelling and extension of the
holiness of the Holy One, blessed be He, and He dwells only on
such a thing that abnegates itself completely to Him, either
actually, as in the case of the angels above, or potentially, as in
the case of every Jew down below, having the capacity to
abnegate himself completely to the Holy One, blessed be He,
through martyrdom for the sanctification of G-d.

That is why our Sages have said that "Even when a single
individual sits and engages in the Torah the Shechinah rests on
him' and "On each [gathering of] ten Jews the Shechinah rests"
always.

However, that which does not surrender itself to G-d, but is a
separate thing by itself, does not receive its vitality from the
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holiness of the Holy One, blessed be He, that is, from the very
inner essence and substance of the holiness itself, but from
"behind its back," as it were, descending degree by degree,
through myriads of degrees with the lowering of the worlds, by
way of cause and effect, and innumerable contractions, until
the Light and Life is so diminished through repeated
diminutions, that it can be compressed and incorporated, in a
state of exile as it were, within that separated thing, giving it
vitality and existence ex nihilo, so that it does not revert to
nothingness and non-existence as it was before it was created.

Consequently, this world, with all its contents, is called the
world of kelipot and sitra achra. Therefore all mundane affairs
are severe and evil, and wicked men prevail, as explained in Etz
Chayim, Portal 42, end of ch. 4.

However, the kelipot are subdivided into two grades, one lower
than the other. The lower grade consists of the three kelipot
which are altogether unclean and evil, containing no good
whatever. In the "chariot" of [the prophet] Ezekiel they are
called "whirlwind," "great cloud." .. . From them flow and
derive the souls of all the nations of the world, and the
existence of their bodies, and also the souls of all living
creatures that are unclean and unfit for consumption, and the
existence of their bodies, as well as the existence and vitality of
all forbidden food in the vegetable kingdom, such as orlah and
"Mixed seeds in the vineyard,..." as explained in Etz Chayitn,
Portal 49, ch. 6, as also the existence and vitality of all actions,
utterances, and thoughts pertaining to the 365 prohibitions and
their offshoots, as is explained ibid., at the end of ch. 5
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Chapter 7

On the other hand, the vitalising animal soul in the Jew, that
which is derived from the aspect of the kelipah, which is clothed
in the human blood, as stated above, and the "souls" of the
animals, beasts, birds and fishes that are clean and fit for [Jewish]
consumption, as also the existence and vitality of the entire
inanimate and entire vegetable world which are permissible for
consumption, as well as the existence and Vitality of every act,
utterance and thought in mundane matters that contain no
forbidden aspect— being neither root nor branch of the 365
prohibitive precepts and their offshoots, either on the explicit
authority of the Torah, or by Rabbinic enactment— yet are not
performed for the sake of Heaven but only by the will, desire and
lust of the body; and even where it is a need of the body, or its
very preservation and life, but his intention is not for the sake of
Heaven, that is, to serve G-d thereby — all these acts, utterances
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and thoughts are no better than the vitalising animal soul itself;
and everything in this totality of things flows and is drawn from
the second gradation [to be found] in the kelipot and sitra achra,
namely, a fourth kelipah, called kelipat nogah. For in this world,
called the "World of Asiyah (Action)," most, indeed almost all, of
it [the kelipat nogah] is bad, and only a little good has been
intermingled within it (from which come the good qualities
contained in the animal soul of the Jew, as is explained above. )

This [kelipat nogah] is an intermediate category between the
three completely unclean kelipot and the category and order of
Holiness. Hence it is sometimes absorbed within the three
unclean kelipot (as is explained in Etz Chayim, Portal 49, beginning
of ch. 4, on the authority of the Zohar), and sometimes it is
absorbed and elevated to the category and level of Holiness, as
when the good that is intermingled in it is extracted from the bad,
and prevails and ascends until it is absorbed in Holiness. Such is
the case, for example, of he who eats fat beef and drinks spiced
wine in order to broaden his mind for the service of G-d and His
Torah; as Ravah said: "Wine and fragrance [make a man's mind
more receptive]," or in order to fulfil the command concerning
enjoyment of the Sabbath and Festivals/In such a case the vitality
of the meat and wine, originating in the kelipat nogah, is distilled
and ascends to G-d like a burnt offering and sacrifice.

So, too, when a man utters a pleasantry in order to. sharpen his
wit and rejoice his heart in G-d, in His Torah and service, which
should be practised joyfully, as Ravah was wont to do with his
pupils, prefacing his discourse with some witty remark, to enliven
the students thereby.

On the other hand, he who belongs to those who gluttonously
guzzle meat and quaff wine in order to satisfy their bodily
appetites and animal nature, derived from the so-called element
of water of the four evil elements contained therein, from which
comes the vice of lust— in such case the energy of the meat and
wine consumed by him is degraded and absorbed temporarily in
the utter evil of the three unclean kelipot, and his body
temporarily becomes a garment and vehicle for them, until the
person repents and returns to the service of G-d and His Torah.
For, inasmuch as the meat and wine were kosher, they have the
power to revert and ascend with him when he returns to the
service of G-d. This is implied in the terms "permissibility" and
"permitted" (mutar), that is to say, that which is not tied and
bound by the power of the "extraneous forces" preventing it from
returning and ascending to G-d. Nevertheless, a trace [of the evil]
remains in the body. Therefore the body must undergo the
"Purgatory of the grave," as will be explained later.
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So, too, with regard to the vitality of the drops of semen emitted
from the body with animal lust, by him who has not conducted
himself in a saintly manner during intimacy with his wife in her
state of purity.

Such is not the case, however, with forbidden foods and coition,
which derive from the three kelipot that are entirely unclean.
These are tied and bound by the Extraneous Forces for ever, and
are not released until the day comes when death will be
swallowed up for ever, as is written: "And | will cause the unclean
spirit to pass from the land;" or until the sinner repents to such an
extent that his premeditated sins become transmuted into
veritable merits, which is achieved through "repentance out of
love," coming from the depths of the heart, with great love and
fervour, and from a soul passionately desiring to cleave to the
blessed G-d, and thirsting for G-d like a parched desert soil. For
inasmuch as his soul had been in a barren wilderness, and in the
shadow of death, which is the sitra achra, and infinitely removed
from the light of the Divine Countenance, his soul now thirsts [for
G-d] even more than the souls of the righteous, as our Sages say:
"In the place where penitents stand, not even the perfectly
righteous can stand." It is concerning the repentance out of such
great love that they have said: "The penitent's premeditated sins
become, in his case, like virtues," since thereby he has attained to
this great love.

However, repentance that does not come from such love, even
though it be true repentance, and G-d will pardon him,
nevertheless his sins are not transformed into merits, and they
are not completely released from the kelipah, until the end of
time, when death will be swallowed up forever.

AIYR 1'RY 117D NI NN
221" K7W D1IN'NN T IONI
IN'wINY 71 N7 NI TNy
X D 7V1 9122 XY DN
77 ¥"nd Napn VIANT? QAN
NNIOX NI7ORN D |'RY NN
w7vn |NY NINIOX NI

DN "NA7 NIXNDN N9y
DIIX'NN T2 DIYRIE DNIOR
1D TY DWN 071y 'Rl D717
N¥17 NN y22'1 oni X!
YN NNNIVN NN DIRE W'D
NAIYN NYY'Y TV IX YIRN N
17 WY1 NRITTY 0 7D D71
NIYN X'NY wnn NI
NANN XA7T Xj7niyn NanKn
NPPIY U9l NZ'wnl NN

N7 W91 nRn¥I ‘Nt 12 NpaTe
TV D NIMY DXEND'Y YIND
N'Y YINQ 1W91 NN NN
NINX X100N X'N NINYXI
N'7ON2 'N 9 RN NRINI
TV IN' 1YD1 NNNX NNTYI
D'?*T¥N NIY9D] |IXAXN

22w DIzNa 7"t DONKND
NAIYN 7v1 '13 0TIV N2IYN
NNITTY NNAKR IT N2 NANXA
NT T V1 RN DT 171UV
NIIYN 72X IT N2 NANX7 XA
N'NY X IT NANRN K7W

750 17 n70' "N N1 NaIWN
['RI NI'2TD 17 1wV X7 DI7N
ny TV NNa7 no9'7pnn o'y
.nx17 ninn y71'w yp

Chapter 8

n o

There is an additional aspect in the matter of forbidden foods.
The reason they are called issur ["chained"] is that even in the
case of one who has unwittingly eaten a forbidden food
intending it to give him strength to serve G-d by the energy of it,
and he has, moreover, actually carried out his intention, having
both studied and prayed with the energy of that food,
nevertheless the vitality contained therein does not ascend and
become clothed in the words of the Torah or prayer, as is the
case with permitted foods, by reason of its being held captive in
the power of the sitra achra of the three unclean kelipot. This is
so even when the prohibition is a Rabbinic enactment, for the
words of the Scribes are even more stringent than the words of
.the Torah, and so forth.

NNIOX NI7DRN] NIXT TIVI

119N 110'X DY D'RIj71 P
X712 110'R '7ORN 'DRY M QrRY
nda 'n TIAY7 0w D7 yTIn
[> NWYI 7U9 DAl R'DN NT7IX
X'NN N'7'OX ND2 779NN Ky
nwanni N71Y Nav nInn 'R
N> N79NNI NNINN NIA'NA
X"ON T2 NNIO'X 191 NN
"ONI NINALVN NI9Y7P Wwn
MIT DNINNY 22T 0K KIN
[71 1D "IN N2 NI D910
NINNNAN NI YN ¥ DA
['TYN T XIN DIOKN DNAT?




Therefore, also the evil impulse (yetzer hara) and the force that
strains after forbidden things is a demon of non-Jewish demons,
which is the evil impulse of the nations whose souls are derived
from the three unclean kelipot. On the other hand, the evil
impulse and the craving force after permissible things to satisfy
an appetite is a demon of the Jewish demons, tor it can be
reverted to holiness, as is explained above. Nevertheless, before
it has reverted to holiness it is sitra achra and kelipah, and even
afterwards a trace of it remains attached to the body, since from
each item of food and drink are immediately formed blood and
flesh of his flesh. That is why the body must undergo the
"Purgatory of the grave," in order to cleanse it and purify it of its
uncleanness which it had received from the enjoyment of
mundane things and pleasures, which are derived from the
uncleanness of the kelipat nogah and of the Jewish demons; only
one who had derived no enjoyment from this world all his life, as
was the case with our Saintly Master [Rabbi Judah the Prince], is
spared this.

As for innocent idle chatter, such as in the case of an ignoramus
who cannot study, he must undergo a cleansing of his soul, to rid
it of the uncleanness of this kelipah, through its being rolled in
"The hollow of a sling," as is stated in the Zohar, Parshat
Beshallach, p. 59. But with regard to forbidden speech, such as
scoffing and slander and the like, which stem from the three
completely unclean kelipot, the hollow of a sling (alone) does
not suffice to cleanse and remove the uncleanness of the soul,
but it must descend into Gehinnom [Purgatory].

So, too, he who is able to engage in the Torah, but occupies
himself instead with frivolous things, the hollow of a sling cannot
itself effectively scour and cleanse his soul, but severe penalties
are meted out for neglect of the Torah in particular, apart from
the general retribution for the neglect of a positive
commandment through indolence, namely, in the Purgatory of
Snow, as is explained elsewhere. Likewise, he who occupies
himself with the sciences of the nations of the world is included
among those who waste their time in profane matters, insofar as
the sin of neglecting the Torah is concerned, as is explained in
the Laws Concerning Study of the Torah. Moreover, the
uncleanness of the science of the nations is greater than that of
profane speech, for the latter informs and defiles only the
middot which emanate from the element of the holy ruach
within his divine soul with the contamination of the kelipat
nogah that is contained in profane speech which is derived from
the element of the evil ruach of this kelipah in his animal soul, as
mentioned above; yet he does not defile the [intellectual]
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faculties of ChaBaD in his soul, for they are but words of
foolishness and ignorance, since even fools and ignoramuses can
speak that way. Not so in the case of the nations' science
whereby he clothes and defiles the intellectual faculties of
ChaBaD in his divine soul with the contamination of the kelipat
nogah contained in those sciences, whither they have fallen
through the "shattering of the vessels" out of the so-called
"hinder part" of Chochmah of Kedushah, as is known to those
familiar with the Esoteric Wisdom. Unless he employs [these
sciences] as a useful instrument, viz., as a means of a more
affluent livelihood to be able to serve G-d, or knows how to
apply them in the service of G-d and His Torah. This is the reason
why Maimonides and Nachmanides, of blessed memory, and
their adherents, engaged in them
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