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Yitro: Engagement and Detachment

1. Exodus/Shemot — Chapter 18

Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard all that
God had done for Moses and for Israel His people, how the
Lord had brought Israel out from Egypt. -~ >Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, brought Moses’ sons and wife to him in the
wilderness, where he was encamped at the mountain of
God... 8Moses then recounted to his father-in-law everything
that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for
Israel’s sake, all the hardships that had befallen them on the
way, and how the Lord had delivered them. °And Jethro
rejoiced over all the kindness that the Lord had shown Israel
when He delivered them from the Egyptians. 1°“Blessed be
the Lord,” Jethro said, “who delivered you from the
Egyptians and from Pharaoh, and who delivered the people
from under the hand of the Egyptians. 1!Now | know that the
Lord is greater than all gods, yes, by the result of their very
schemes against [the people].” And Jethro, Moses’ father-
in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices for God; and
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to partake of the
meal before God with Moses’ father-in-law.

BNext day, Moses sat as magistrate among the people,
while the people stood about Moses from morning until
evening. ¥*But when Moses’ father-in-law saw how much he
had to do for the people, he said, “What is this thing that you
are doing to the people? Why do you act alone, while all the
people stand about you from morning until evening?”
BMoses replied to his father-in-law, “It is because the people
come to me to inquire of God. ®*When they have a dispute,
it comes before me, and | decide between one person and
another, and | make known the laws and teachings of God.”
7But Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing you are
doing is not right; ®you will surely wear yourself out, and
these people as well. For the task is too heavy for you; you
cannot do it alone. ®’Now listen to me. | will give you counsel,
and God be with you! You represent the people before God:
you bring the disputes before God... *’Then Moses bade his
father-in-law farewell, and he went his way to his own land.

2. Mekhilta - Yitro

He was called by seven names... Jether (W1n!) because he
[caused] a section to be added (n') to the Torahy Jethro
(inn)for his exceedingly good acts; Hobab — he was dear to
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God... Putiel — that he abandoned idolatry; Keni — He was
zealous for God and he acquired Torah

3. lbid

Now | know that God is greater than all the deities: This
teaches us that he [Jethro] was knowledgeable about every
type of idolatry in the world, and there was no pagan deity
that he did not worship.
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The Placement of the Jethro story

Ex.ch.17:7-17 | ch.18a ch.18b ch. 19-20
Amalek Jethro’s arrival and | Jethro’s Revelation at Sinai/
sacrifice management advice | Matan Torah
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Why is the Yitro narrative located at this juncture? After the Torah mentioned the evil manner in
which Amalek treated Israel, it mentions as a counterbalance, the good that Yitro did for Israel.

4b. Parallels between Jethro and Amalek
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5. Judges/Shoftim — Chapter 4

UNow Heber the Kenite had separated from the other
Kenites, descendants of Hobab, father-in-law of Moses, and
had pitched his tent at Elon-bezaanannim, which is near
Kedesh. YSisera, meanwhile, had fled on foot to the tent of
Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was friendship
between King Jabin of Hazor and the family of Heber the
Kenite. ®Jael came out to greet Sisera and said to him,
“Come in, my lord, come in here, do not be afraid.”

6. 1 Samuel/Shmuel Aleph - Chapter15

4Saul mustered the troops and enrolled them at Telaim:
200,000 men on foot, and 10,000 men of Judah. °Then Saul
advanced as far as the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the
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wadi. 6Saul said to the Kenites, “Come, withdraw at once 2N %1 5> DYy ToN NMOWY
from among the Amalekites, that | may not destroy you 10 PP 70 DM¥pHn DN
along with them; for you showed kindness to all the : o0y
Israelites when they left Egypt.” So the Kenites withdrew

from among the Amalekites

7. Babylonian Talmud — Tractate Sotah 11a - %523 nbn .7
Rabbi Chiya said in the name of Rabbi Simon: "Three were N 7MY R 97 D00 NIYN
present during the consultation (with Pharaoh), Balaam, Job, NYOY PNDD /R NIN I NPN IR
and Jethro. Balaam, who advised (to kill the Jews) was killed, NN ,IPNY, 0851 : NSY AMIND PN

) ) X NTI - PRYY AR )M - XYW DyYa
Job who was silent, was judged to suffer great pain, and 4537 53917 91 - P72W M PN

Jethro who ran away was worthy to have (great) L TPVDN DOV 1WOY
descendants ...
8. Numbers/Bamidbar — Chapter 10 P99 - 92911 .8

Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ ;N“’-‘ 11 2205 Nwn NN (VD)
. . . b bADJ

father-in-law, “We are setting out for the place of which the R NN O ”?J nvn nn »Ton
Lord has said, ‘1 will give it to you.” Come with us and we will 037 YN IR "N IR TN DIPRR
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be generous with you; for the Lord has promised to be SN
generous to Israel.” *“I will not go,” he replied to him, “but 5% ox 9 798 NY PN NN (9)
will return to my native land.” *'He said, “Please do not STIN NN YN ININ

leave us, inasmuch as you can ... be our guide. 19 5Y 0 NN 2N NI DX NN (XD)
:DOOY0 N MM 27N NN NYT
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When Moses asked for Tzippora’s hand in marriage, Yitro made a condition: “Your firstborn son will
be for idolatry; after that, they may be for the sake of Heaven.” Moses agreed, and made an oath
to him, as it states: “Moses consented” (2:21). That is why the angel wished to kill Moses (Ex.4:24).
Immediately Tzippora took a flintstone and circumcised her son...

10. Exodus/Shemot — Chapter 2 2999 - MY .10
A man of the house of Levi went and married a Levite 217 D2 DX NP ND 11720 W T
woman... N WN DT DN D227 (X))
Some time later, Moses grew up, he went out to his % X DNY2021 NI AR ON
kinsfolk and witnessed their labors. He saw an Egyptian man $PANRND OIIY WIN MDD >IN0
beating a Hebrew man, one of his kinsmen. 2He turned this 177 ¥?X PR 73 X9 121 12 191 (b))
way and that and, seeing no man, he struck down the N¥ (°): 2N 1MNLN M¥HN NN
Egyptian and hid him in the sand *When he went out the ©’71Y BPYIR VW mm »Nvn o1
next day, he found two Hebrew men fighting; so he said to TV NN NNY YWD IR DIN)
the offender, “Why do you strike your fellow?” *He
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retorted, “Who made you a man who will be chief and ruler
over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”

®Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters.... Ybut
shepherds came and drove them off. Moses rose to their
defense, and he watered their flock. ¥When they returned
to their father Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come
back so soon today?” °*They answered, “An Egyptian man
rescued us from the shepherds; he even drew water for us
and watered the flock.” He said to his daughters, “Where
is he then? Why did you leave the man? Ask him in to break
bread.” 2!Moses consented to stay with the man, and he
gave Moses his daughter Zipporah as wife.

11. Jeremiah - Chapter 35

3 set bowls full of wine and cups before the men of the
house of the Rechabites, and said to them, “Have some
wine.”

5They replied, “We will not drink wine, for our ancestor,
Jonadab son of Rechab, commanded us: ‘You shall never
drink wine, either you or your children. ’Nor shall you build
houses or sow fields or plant vineyards, nor shall you own
such things; but you shall live in tents all your days, so that
you may live long upon the land where you sojourn.’

12. | Chronicles - Chapter 2:55

The families of the scribes that dwelt at Jabez: the Tirathites,
the Shimeathites, the Sucathites; these are the Kenites who
came from Hammath, father of the house of Rechab.
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