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From the Daugh’ccrs of Eggpt to the Daughtcrs of
Tzclaphcchacl: Womcn Lcading from Fcrsonal to National
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1. Exodus - Chapter 13
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When Pharaoh released the nation... God said, “The people may have a change of heart
when they see war, and return to Egypt.” So God led the people roundabout...

Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom

The frightened individual.. cannot bear to be his own individual self any longer, and he
tries frantically to get rid of it and to feel security again by the elimination of this burden:
the self. Modern man... is anxious and tempted to surrender his freedom to dictators of
all kinds.

2. Numbers — Chapter 13
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The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which | am
giving to the Israelite people; send one man from each (lit. one man, one man) from
their ancestral tribes, each one a chieftain among them. Moses sent them... all were
men, heads of the Israelites...These are their names: to the tribe of Reuben... These are
the names of the men whom Moses sent to scout the land... And they came to wadi
Eshkol and they cut down a branch with a single cluster of grapes, which had to be borne
on a carrying frame by two of them... And they showed them the fruit of the land and
said, “We came to the land... and it is indeed a land flowing with milk and honey, and
this is its fruit. However, the people who inhabit the land are powerful, and the cities
are fortified and very large; and we saw the Anakites there. Amalakites dwell in the
Negeb... Caleb hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us surely go up, and we
shall gain possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it.” But the men who went up
with him said, “We cannot attack the nation, for it is stronger than we are.” They spread
calumnies among the Israelites about the land they had scouted, saying, “the country
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we...scouted is one that devours its inhabitants. All the people we saw in it are men of
great size.... And we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves and so we looked to them.”

Numbers — Chapter 14
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All the community lifted their voice and the nation cried that night...all the community
said...“If only we had died in Egypt.... let us put up (n-t-n) a head and return to Egypt.”

3. Numbers - Chapter 26
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These are the families of Menashe...Hepher, the clan of the Hepherites.. Now
Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons, only daughters. The names of Zelophehad’s
daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah... The name of Asher’s
daughter was Serah... The name of Amram’s wife was Jokhebed, daughter of Levi...she
bore...Aaron and Moses and Miriam their sister... Not one man remained, except
Calev... and Joshua

4. Bamidbar Rabba, Pinchas 21,10
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“not one man remained, except for Calev”... a man, but not a woman, in that they
did not want to enter the land. But the women drew near to request an inheritance in
the land; that is why this passage follows that of the death of the desert generation...

5. Sifrei Zuta 27,1
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“These are the names of his daughters,” and above it says, “the names of the daughters
of Zelophehad”! They had a name in merit and a name in action... and so is the case in
[Shemot 1]: “the name of the one was Shifrah and the name of the second Puah”: they
had a name in merit and a name in good deed...

6. Numbers - Chapter 27
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The daughters of Zelophehad drew near... and these are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. They stood before Moses, Eliezer the priest,
the chieftans and the whole community at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, saying:
Our father died in the wilderness and he was not among the band that banded against
the Lord in the band of Korah; rather he did by his own sin and had no sons. Why should
our father’s name be lost to his clan because he had no son? Give us a holding among our
father’s kinsmen.” Moses brought their case before the Lord. The Lord said to Moses,
“Rightly do the daughters of Zelophehad speak.

7. Rashi - Numbers 27:7
(VN DY Y NNNRD XDV NN PO NNRIY TID ... NIAT TNAON NN YD
... the daughters of Zelaphehad saw that which Moses did not.
8. Sifrei Bemidbar Pinchas 133

M YAN M2APIN I AN DTN HY PHNT DT WA : DIPHNN PN DT IW MINID XD YINN...
955 DNY INN] NIV HIN DY PHNT NIAPIN DY DTN DY PN NIN 1D 1N DIV 71PN MINRY
(N5 0P ©YNM) M VA

When the daughters of Zelophehad heard that the land was divided into tribes to males
and not females... they said: God’s mercy is not like the mercy of human beings. Human
beings have mercy on the males more than on the females; but for the Creator of the
world it is not so; His mercy is on both males and females, as it says (Ps. 135): God gives
bread to all flesh...”

9. Exodus - Chapter 19
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Moses descended the mountain to the people. He warned them to stay pure and they
washed their clothes. He said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near
a woman.”

10. Judith Plaskow, Standing Again at Sinai

THERE IS PERHAPS no verse in the Torah more disturbing to the feminist than Moses’
warning to his people in Exodus 19:15, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near a
woman.” For here, at the very moment that the Jewish people stand at Mount Sinai
ready to enter into the covenant—not now the covenant with the individual patriarchs
but presumably with the people as a whole—Moses addresses the community only as
men... Moses does not say, “Men and women do not go near each other.” At the central
moment of Jewish history, women are invisible... This verse sets forth a pattern
recapitulated again and again in Jewish sources. Women’s invisibility at the moment of
entry into the covenant is reflected in the content of the covenant which, in both

grammar and substance, addresses the community as male heads of household. It is
34
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perpetuated by the later tradition which in its comments and codifications takes women
as objects of concern or legislation but rarely sees them as shapers of tradition and
actors in their own lives... If Moses’ words shock and anger, it is because women have
always known or assumed our presence at Sinai; the passage is painful because it seems
to deny what we have always taken for granted. On the one hand, of course we were
there; on the other, how is it then that the text could imply we were not there?

11. Exodus — Chapter 19
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The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and
tomorrow. Let them wash their clothes. And they should be ready for the third day, for
on the third day the Lord will descend before the eyes of all the people on Mt. Sinai.

12. Rashi - Numbers 27:5
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This parasha should have been written by Moses, but the daughters of Zelaphechad
merited to have it written by them.
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