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1. Shemot 13 

 םתָ֥אֹרְבִּ םעָ֛הָ םחֵ֥נָּיִ־ןפֶּֽ םיהִ֗<אֱ רמַ֣אָ ׀יכִּ֣ אוּה֑ בוֹר֖קָ יכִּ֥ םיתִּ֔שְׁלִפְּ ץרֶאֶ֣ Aרֶדֶּ֚ םיהִ֗<אֱ םחָ֣נָ־אֹלוְ ם֒עָהָ־תאֶ ה֘עֹרְפַּ חלַּ֣שַׁבְּ יהִ֗יְוַ
 ...ףוּס֑־םיַ רבָּ֖דְמִּהַ Aרֶדֶּ֥ םעָ֛הָ־תאֶ ׀םיהִ֧<אֱ בסֵּ֨יַּוַ :המָיְרָֽצְמִ וּבשָׁ֥וְ המָ֖חָלְמִ

When Pharaoh released the nation… God said, “The people may have a change of heart when 
they see war, and return to Egypt.” So God led the people roundabout… 

 

2. Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom 

The frightened individual.. cannot bear to be his own individual self any longer, and he tries 
frantically to get rid of it and to feel security again by the elimination of this burden: the self. 
Modern man… is anxious and tempted to surrender his freedom to dictators of all kinds. 

3. Bemidbar 13 

 דחָ֜אֶ שׁיאִ֨ ד֩חָאֶ שׁיאִ֣ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְלִ ןתֵ֖נֹ ינִ֥אֲ־רשֶׁאֲ ןעַנַ֔כְּ ץרֶאֶ֣־תאֶ וּ֙רתֻ֙יָוְ םישִׁ֗נָאֲ ֣�לְ־חלַשְׁ :רמֹֽאלֵּ השֶׁ֥מֹ־לאֶ ק֖וָקֹיְ רבֵּ֥דַיְוַ 
 הטֵּ֣מַלְ םתָ֑וֹמשְׁ הלֶּאֵ֖וְ :המָּהֵֽ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ ישֵׁ֥ארָ םישִׁ֔נָאֲ םלָּ֣כֻּ …השֶׁ֛מֹ םתָ֥אֹ חלַ֨שְׁיִּוַ :םהֶֽבָ אישִׂ֥נָ לכֹּ֖ וּחלָ֔שְׁתִּ ו֙יתָבֹאֲ הטֵּ֤מַלְ
 םשָּׁ֤מִ וּת֨רְכְיִּוַ לכֹּ֗שְׁאֶ לחַנַ֣־דעַ וּאבֹ֜יָּוַ  ...ץרֶאָ֑הָ־תאֶ רוּת֣לָ השֶׁ֖מֹ חלַ֥שָׁ־רשֶׁאֲ םישִׁ֔נָאֲהָֽ תוֹמ֣שְׁ הלֶּאֵ֚ ..:רוּכּֽזַ־ןבֶּ עַוּמּ֖שַׁ ןבֵ֔וּארְ
ֹיּוַ וֹ֙ל־וּרפְּסַיְוַ :ץרֶאָֽהָ ירִ֥פְּ־תאֶ םוּא֖רְיַּוַ ...םיִ נָ֑שְׁבִּ טוֹמּ֖בַ וּהאֻ֥שָּׂיִּוַ דחָ֔אֶ ם֙יבִנָעֲ לוֹכּ֤שְׁאֶוְ ה֙רָוֹמזְ  רשֶׁ֣אֲ ץרֶאָ֖הָ־לאֶ וּנאבָּ֕ וּר֔מְא֣

 קנָ֖עֲהָֽ ידֵ֥לִיְ־םגַוְ דאֹ֔מְ ת֙<דֹגְּ תוֹר֤צֻבְּ םירִ֗עָהֶֽוְ ץרֶאָ֑בָּ בשֵׁ֖יֹּהַ םעָ֔הָ זעַ֣־יכִּֽ ספֶאֶ֚ :הּיָֽרְפִּ־הזֶוְ אוהִ֖ שׁבַ֛דְוּ בלָ֥חָ תבַ֨זָ םגַוְ֠ וּנתָּ֑חְלַשְׁ
ֹיּוַ השֶׁ֑מֹ־לאֶ םעָ֖הָ־תאֶ בלֵ֛כָּ סהַיַּ֧וַ ...בגֶ נֶּ֑הַ ץרֶאֶ֣בְּ בשֵׁ֖וֹי קלֵ֥מָעֲ :םשָֽׁ וּניאִ֥רָ  :הּלָֽ לכַ֖וּנ לוֹכ֥יָ־יכִּֽ הּתָ֔אֹ וּנשְׁרַ֣יָוְ ה֙לֶעֲנַ ה֤<עָ רמֶא֗
ֹל וּר֔מְאָֽ וֹ֙מּעִ וּל֤עָ־רשֶׁאֲ םישִׁ֜נָאֲהָ֨וְ  ינֵ֥בְּ־לאֶ הּתָ֔אֹ וּר֣תָּ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ץ֙רֶאָ֙הָ תבַּ֤דִּ וּאיצִ֜יֹּוַ :וּנּמֶּֽמִ אוּה֖ קזָ֥חָ־יכִּֽ םעָ֑הָ־לאֶ תוֹל֣עֲלַ לכַ֖וּנ א֥
 :תוֹדּֽמִ ישֵׁ֥נְאַ הּכָ֖וֹתבְ וּניאִ֥רָ־רשֶׁאֲ םעָ֛הָ־לכָוְ אוהִ֔ הָ֙יבֶ֙שְׁוֹי תלֶכֶ֤אֹ ץרֶאֶ֣ הּתָ֗אֹ רוּת֣לָ הּבָ֜ וּנרְבַ֨עָ ר֩שֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָ֡הָ רמֹ֑אלֵ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ
 :םהֶֽינֵיעֵבְּ וּנייִ֖הָ ןכֵ֥וְ םיבִ֔גָחֲכַּֽ וּ֙נינֵ֙יעֵבְ יהִ֤נְּוַ םילִ֑פִנְּהַ־ןמִ קנָ֖עֲ ינֵ֥בְּ םילִ֛יפִנְּהַ־תאֶ וּניאִ֗רָ םשָׁ֣וְ

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 
Israelite people; send one man from each (lit. one man, one man) from their ancestral tribes, each 
one a chieftain among them. Moses sent them… all were men, heads of the Israelites…These are 
their names: to the tribe of Reuben… These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to scout 
the land… And they came to wadi Eshkol and they cut down a branch with a single cluster of 
grapes, which had to be borne on a carrying frame by two of them… And they showed them the 
fruit of the land and said, “We came to the land… and it is indeed a land flowing with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit. However, the people who inhabit the land are powerful, and the cities 
are fortified and very large; and we saw the Anakites there. Amalakites dwell in the Negeb… Caleb 
hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us surely go up, and we shall gain possession of it, 
for we shall surely overcome it.” But the men who went up with him said, “We cannot attack the 
nation, for it is stronger than we are.” They spread calumnies among the Israelites about the land 
they had scouted, saying, “the country we…scouted is one that devours its inhabitants. All the 
people we saw in it are men of great size…. And we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves and so 
we looked to them.” 

 

Bemidbar 14 

 ...םיִרַ֔צְמִ ץרֶאֶ֣בְּ וּ֙נתְמַ֙־וּל הדָ֗עֵהָ־לכָּ םהֶ֜לֵאֲ וּר֨מְאֹיּוַֽ...:אוּהֽהַ הלָיְלַּ֥בַּ םעָ֖הָ וּכּ֥בְיִּוַ םלָ֑וֹק־תאֶ וּנ֖תְּיִּ וַֽ הדָ֔עֵהָ֣־לכָּ א֙שָּׂתִּוַ
ֹר הנָ֥תְּנִ ויחִ֑אָ־לאֶ שׁיאִ֣ וּר֖מְאֹיּוַ  :המָיְרָֽצְמִ הבָוּשׁ֥נָוְ שׁא֖
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All the community lifted their voice and the nation cried that night…all the community 
said…“If only we had died in Egypt…. let us put up (n-t-n) a head and return to Egypt.” 

 

4. Bemidbar 26 

 דחָ֔פְלָצְ תוֹנ֣בְּ ם֙שֵׁוְ תוֹנ֑בָּ־םאִ יכִּ֣ םינִ֖בָּ וֹל֛ וּיהָ֥־אֹל רפֶחֵ֗־ןבֶּ דחָ֣פְלָצְוּ… ירִ֑בְחֶהַֽ תחַפַּ֖שְׁמִ רבֶחֶ֕לְ … השֶּׁ֑נַמְ תחֹ֣פְּשְׁמִ הלֶּאֵ֖ 
 ן֙רֹהֲאַ־תאֶֽ םרָ֗מְעַלְ דלֶתֵּ֣וַ ... יוִ֔לֵ־תבַּ ד֙בֶכֶ֙וֹי םרָ֗מְעַ תשֶׁאֵ֣ ׀םשְֵׁ֣ :חרַשָֽׂ רשֵׁ֖אָ־תבַּ םשֵׁ֥וְ :…הצָֽרְתִוְ הכָּ֖לְמִ הלָ֥גְחָ העָ֔נֹוְ הלָ֣חְמַ
 :ןוּנֽ ־ןבִּ עַשֻׁ֖וֹהיוִ הנֶּ֔פֻיְ־ןבֶּ בלֵ֣כָּ־םאִ יכִּ֚ שׁיאִ֔ ם֙הֶמֵ רתַ֤וֹנ־אֹלוְ ... :םתָֽחֹאֲ ם֥יָרְמִ תאֵ֖וְ השֶׁ֔מֹ־תאֶוְ
 

These are the families of Menashe…Hepher, the clan of the Hepherites… Now Zelophehad son of 
Hepher had no sons, only daughters. The names of Zelophehad’s daughters were Mahlah, Noah, 
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah… The name of Asher’s daughter was Serah… The name of Amram’s 
wife was Jokhebed, daughter of Levi…she bore…Aaron and Moses and Miriam their sister… Not 
one man remained, except Calev… and Joshua 

 

5. Bemidbar Rabba, Pinchas 21,10 

 שקבל וברק םישנה לבא ץראל סנכיל וצר אלש המ לע השא אלו שיא הנופי ןב בלכ םא יכ שיא םהמ רתונ אלו …
  ...רבדמה רוד תתימל ךומס וז השרפ הבתכנ ךכל ץראב הלחנ

… “not one man remained, except for Calev”… a man, but not a woman, in that they did not want 
to enter the land. But the women drew near to request an inheritance in the land; that is why this 
passage follows that of the death of the desert generation… 

 

6. Sifrei Zuta 27,1 

 הרפש תחאה םש השעמב ןהל היה םשו תוכזב ןהל היה םש דחפלצ תונב םשו 'מוא אוה ןלעמלו ,ויתונב תומש הלאו
  ...בוטה השעמב ןהל היה םשו תוכזב ןהל היה םש )וט א תומש( העופ תינשה םשו

“These are the names of his daughters,” and above it says, “the names of the daughters of 
Zelophehad”! They had a name in merit and a name in action… and so is the case in [Shemot 1]: 
“the name of the one was Shifrah and the name of the second Puah”: they had a name in merit 
and a name in good deed…  

 
7. Bemidbar 27  

 י֙נֵפְלִוְ השֶׁ֗מֹ ינֵ֣פְלִ הנָדְמֹ֜עֲתַּוַֽ )ב( :הצָֽרְתִוְ הכָּ֖לְמִוּ הלָ֥גְחָוְ העָ֔נֹ הלָ֣חְמַ ויתָ֔נֹבְּ תוֹמ֣שְׁ ה֙לֶּאֵ֙וְ … דחָ֗פְלָצְ תוֹנ֣בְּ הנָבְרַ֜קְתִּוַ )א(
 הדָעֵ֗הָ Aוֹת֣בְּ היָ֜הָ־אֹל אוּה֨וְ ר֒בָּדְמִּבַּ תמֵ֣ וּ֘ניבִאָ )ג( :רמֹֽאלֵ דעֵ֖וֹמ־להֶאֹֽ חתַפֶּ֥ הדָ֑עֵהָ־לכָוְ םאִ֖ישִׂנְּהַ ינֵ֥פְלִוְ ןהֵ֔כֹּהַ רזָ֣עָלְאֶ
 ןבֵּ֑ וֹל֖ ןיאֵ֥ יכִּ֛ וֹתּ֔חְפַּשְׁמִ Aוֹתּ֣מִ וּ֙ניבִ֙אָ־םשֵׁ ערַ֤גָּיִ המָּלָ֣ )ד( :וֹלֽ וּי֥הָ־אֹל םינִ֖בָוּ תמֵ֔ וֹא֣טְחֶבְ־יכִּֽ חרַקֹ֑־תדַעֲבַּ ק֖וָקֹיְ־לעַ םידִ֛עָוֹנּהַ
ֹיּוַ )ו( :קוָֽקֹיְ ינֵ֥פְלִ ןטָ֖פָּשְׁמִ־תאֶ השֶׁ֛מֹ ברֵ֥קְיַּוַ )ה( :וּניבִֽאָ יחֵ֥אֲ Aוֹת֖בְּ הזָּ֔חֻאֲ וּנלָּ֣־הנָתְּ  תוֹנ֣בְּ ןכֵּ֗ )ז( :רמֹֽאלֵּ השֶׁ֥מֹ־לאֶ ק֖וָקֹיְ רמֶא֥
 לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֥בְּ־לאֶוְ )ח( :ןהֶֽלָ ןהֶ֖יבִאֲ תלַ֥חֲנַ־תאֶ תָּ֛רְבַעֲהַֽוְ םהֶ֑יבִאֲ יחֵ֣אֲ Aוֹת֖בְּ הלָ֔חֲנַ תזַּ֣חֻאֲ ם֙הֶלָ ןתֵּ֤תִּ ןתֹ֨נָ ת֒רֹבְדֹּ ד֘חָפְלָצְ
 הוָּ֥צִ רשֶׁ֛אֲכַּ טפָּ֔שְׁמִ תקַּ֣חֻלְ ל֙אֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵ֤בְלִ התָ֜יְהָ֨וְֽ …:וֹתּֽבִלְ וֹת֖לָחֲנַ־תאֶ םתֶּ֥רְבַעֲהַֽוְ וֹל֔ ןיאֵ֣ ן֙בֵוּ תוּמ֗יָ־יכִּֽ שׁיאִ֣ רמֹ֑אלֵ רבֵּ֣דַתְּ
  :השֶֽׁמֹ־תאֶ ק֖וָקֹיְ

 
: Mahlah, the names of his daughtersdrew near… and these are  The daughters of Zelophehad

and  chieftansNoah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. They stood before Moses, Eliezer the priest, the 
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the whole community at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, saying: Our father died in the 
wilderness and he was not among the band that banded against the Lord in the band of Korah; 
rather he did by his own sin and had no sons. Why should our father’s name be lost to his clan 
because he had no son? Give us a holding among our father’s kinsmen.” Moses brought their case 
before the Lord. The Lord said to Moses, “Rightly do the daughters of Zelophehad speak.  

 

8. Rashi Bemidbar 27:7 

 :השמ לש וניע התאר אלש המ ןניע התארש דיגמ ...  תרבד דחפלצ תונב ןכ

… the daughters of Zelaphehad saw that which Moses did not. 

9. Sifrei Bemidbar Pinchas 133 

 םלועה היהו רמאש ימ לבא תובקנה ןמ רתוי םירכזה לע וימחר םדו רשב :םוקמה ימחר םדו רשב ימחרכ אל ורמא…
  )הכ ולק םילהת( 'וגו רשב לכל םחל ןתונ[ רמאנש לכה לע וימחר תובקנה לעו םירכזה לע וימחר אלא ןכ וניא

When the daughters of Zelophehad heard that the land was divided into tribes to males and not 
females… they said: God’s mercy is not like the mercy of human beings. Human beings have 
mercy on the males more than on the females; but for the Creator of the world it is not so; His 
mercy is on both males and females, as it says (Ps. 135): God gives bread to all flesh…” 

10. Shemot 19 

ֹיּוַ :םתָֽ<מְשִׂ וּס֖בְּכַיְ וַֽ םעָ֔הָ־תאֶ שׁ֙דֵּקַיְוַ םעָ֑הָ־לאֶ רהָ֖הָ־ןמִ השֶׁ֛מֹ דרֶ יֵּ֧וַ ־לאֶ וּשׁ֖גְּתִּ־לאַֽ םימִ֑יָ תשֶׁ֣<שְׁלִ םינִ֖כֹנְ וּי֥הֱ םעָ֔הָ־לאֶ ר֙מֶא֙
  :השָּֽׁאִ

Moses descended the mountain to the people. He warned them to stay pure and they washed 
their clothes. He said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman.” 

 

11. Judith Plaskow, Standing Again at Sinai 

THERE IS PERHAPS no verse in the Torah more disturbing to the feminist than Moses’ 
warning to his people in Exodus 19:15, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near a 
woman.” For here, at the very moment that the Jewish people stand at Mount Sinai ready 
to enter into the covenant—not now the covenant with the individual patriarchs but 
presumably with the people as a whole—Moses addresses the community only as men… 
Moses does not say, “Men and women do not go near each other.” At the central moment 
of Jewish history, women are invisible… This verse sets forth a pattern recapitulated again 
and again in Jewish sources. Women’s invisibility at the moment of entry into the covenant 
is reflected in the content of the covenant which, in both grammar and substance, 
addresses the community as male heads of household. It is perpetuated by the later 
tradition which in its comments and codifications takes women as objects of concern or 
legislation but rarely sees them as shapers of tradition and actors in their own lives…  

 

ֹיּוַ   ישִׁ֗לִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ ׀יכִּ֣ ישִׁ֑ילִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣לַ םינִ֖כֹנְ וּי֥הָוְ :םתָֽ<מְשִׂ וּס֖בְּכִוְ רחָ֑מָוּ םוֹיּ֖הַ םתָּ֥שְׁדַּקִוְ םעָ֔הָ־לאֶ Aלֵ֣ ה֙שֶׁמֹ־לאֶ קוָ֤קֹיְ רמֶא֨
 :ינָֽיסִ רהַ֥־לעַ םעָ֖הָ־לכָ ינֵ֥יעֵלְ ק֛וָקֹיְ דרֵ֧יֵ
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The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and tomorrow. Let 
them wash their clothes. And they should be ready for the third day, for on the third day the Lord 
will descend before the eyes of all the people on Mt. Sinai.  

Rashi Bemidbar 27:5 

 :ןדי לע הבתכנו דחפלצ תונב וכזש אלא ,השמ ידי לע בתכהל וז השרפ התיה היואר…

This parasha should have been written by Moses, but the daughters of Zelaphechad merited to 
have it written by them.  

 


