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Leviticus —20: 17
If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, so that he
sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace; they shall be
excommunicated in the sight of their kinsfolk. He has uncovered the nakedness of his

sister, he shall bear his guilt.

(ow) y7any .2
NP> DY9 ,N1PIY2 13D 2INON 2D A0 TIT — 7NMHY HX AN [N P9 Tw] IN)...
DY ...DMNTN I NV DIMAY NIIN KD 12172 IR TUND ,/INIY 599”7 [$3951] NYryan
DY) D 9NN MON NYY L M»OY NAD7 (1,20 DYI127) /NNIW) PO XAV, 7ANYA NNIN 7D
D2 IMNN DY NRN I 7HPNY7I NNIN 11D NI /NADY” MINIP? DI DY (N ,l'\7
DV) MNVYKR MN DX YT DTN NYID 7A81571 NNIN 1D 19) DP9 MY P PRY T
.30 1O OV) YT RO WIRY NN ,(1D,ND DY) INNYTY TIY 90> KDY (N T
Ramban - ad loc
...and the Torah akso uses the term "he sees her nakedness" — using moral language, because
the Torah describes prohibited sexual relations using indirect language. On occasion sexual
relations are referred to as "revealing nakedness" as in most cases "you should not reveal her
nakedness", as is trhe custom among prostitutes that reveal... and on occasion using the term
"biah" (Ramban then quotes a few passages with that term).. and on many occasions uvingthe
term "lying together" and here in the present text usinf the term "seeing" (her nakedness").
That is because a brother and sister sleep together in proximity and it is unnecessary to
undress. And the Torah also uses the term "knowledge" (Yediah) as it is written, "and Adam
'knew' his wife Chava" (Genesis 4, 1) (Rmban quotes two other pesukim where this term is
used)
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Malbim - Commentary to Leviticus 20, 21

Everywhere in the Torah where the term "biah" or "kerivah" (coming close) is used with
regards to the relationship between a man and a woman the Torah uses the proposition "el"
(towards) ..., we never find the proposition "al" (on top of") except in the case of levirate
marriage ("yibbum")... and because of that our rabbis learned that only in that case (because
of the mitzah) can sexual relations become obligatory for a woman. That is the difference
between the use of the proposition "el" and the proposition "al" after the verb "he comes"
("ba")...So it is with regards to entering the land — "al" is used to refer to conquest, and so with
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regards to every "biah" (coming) towards a woman, the proposition "el" will be used, because
relations can take place only willingly.
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Maharal - Derech Chaim, Commentary on Mishna Avot 5, 17
Because the love of a man and a woman because the "become one flesh" as it is written in
Genesis, "and they became one flesh" — and their love for each other and their union because
they become "one flesh" as great as the love between two dear friends as it is written "and
his soul was connected to his soul" (Genesis 44, 30 — Judah tells Joseph about the love of
Yaakov for his son, Binyamin). That is because their love for each other is definitely not a result
of their becoming "one flesh" — because union and connectedness is not relevant with regard
to the physicality of the body as it is relevant with regards to the spirit and the soul where two
can become one.
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5. Babylonian Talmud — Tractate Eruvin 18
Rabbi Yirmeya ben Elazar also said: Adam was first created with two [deyo] faces, one male
and the other female. As it is stated: “You have formed me behind and before, and laid Your
hand upon me” (Psalms 139:5). Similarly, it is written: “And the tzela, which the Lord, God,
had taken from the man, He made a woman, and brought her unto the man” (Genesis 2:22).
Rav and Shmuel disagree over the meaning of the word tzela: One said: It means the female
full side, from which God created Eve; and one said: Adam was created with a tail [zanav],
which God removed from him and from which He created Eve.
The Gemara asks: Granted, according to the one who says that tzela means a full side; it is
understandable that it is written: “You have formed me [tzartani] behind and before.”
However, according to the one who says that tzela means tail, what is meant by the verse:
“You have formed me [tzartani] behind and before”?
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The Gemara answers that this verse is to be understood as bearing a moral message, in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Ami, as Rabbi Ami said: Behind means Adam was
created at the end of the act of creation; and before means that he was first for punishment.
The Gemara asks: Granted, it is understandable that Adam was behind, or last, in the act of
creation, meaning that he was not created until the sixth day, Shabbat eve. However, before,
or first, for punishment. What does this mean? If you say that he was punished first because
of the curse pronounced in the wake of the sin involving the Tree of Knowledge, there is a
difficulty. Wasn’t the snake cursed first, and afterward Eve was cursed, and only at the end
was Adam cursed? Rather, this refers to the punishment of the Flood, as it is written: “And
He blotted out every living substance which was upon the face of the ground, both man and
cattle, creeping things and fowl of the heaven” (Genesis 7:23). This indicates that the
punishment began with man....

The Gemara asks: And according to the one who says that Eve was a full of Adam, which one
of them walked in front? Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said: It is reasonable to say that the male
walked in front, as this is proper behavior, as it was taught in a baraita: A man should not
walk behind a woman on a path, even if she is his wife. If she happens upon him on a bridge,
he should walk quickly in order to catch up to her and consequently move her to his side, so
that she will not walk before him. And anyone who walks behind a woman in a river, where
she has to lift up her skirt in order to cross, has no share in the World-to-Come.
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6. Genesis — 2: 4- 24 (The numbers do not refer to the verses, but are meant to identify the
7 sections in the text)

1. Such is the story of heaven and earth when they were created. When the LORD God made
earth and heaven—

2. when no shrub of the field was yet on earth and no grasses of the field had yet sprouted,
because the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth and there was no man to till the soil,
but a flow would well up from the ground and water the whole surface of the earth— the
LORD God formed man from the dust of the earth. He blew into his nostrils the breath of life,
and man became a living being.

3. The LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and placed there the man whom He
had formed. And from the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that was pleasing
to the sight and good for food, with the tree of life in the middle of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and bad.

4. A river issues from Eden to water the garden, and it then divides and becomes four
branches. The name of the first is Pishon, the one that winds through the whole land of
Havilah, where the gold is. ( The gold of that land is good; bdellium is there, and lapis lazuli.)
The name of the second river is Gihon, the one that winds through the whole land of Cush.
The name of the third river is Tigris, the one that flows east of Asshur. And the fourth river is
the Euphrates.)

5. The LORD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden, to till it and protect it.
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you are free to
eat; but as for the tree of knowledge of good and bad, you must not eat of it; for as soon as
you eat of it, you shall die.”

6. The LORD God said, “It is not good for man to be alone; | will make a fitting helper for him.”
And the LORD God formed out of the earth all the wild beasts and all the birds of the sky, and
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each
living creature, that would be its name. And the man gave names to all the cattle and to the
birds of the sky and to all the wild beasts; but for Adam no fitting helper was found.

7. So the LORD God cast a deep sleep upon the man; and, while he slept, He took one of his
ribs and closed up the flesh at that spot. And the LORD God fashioned the rib that He had
taken from the man into a woman; and He brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This
one at last Is bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh. This one shall be called Woman, For
from man was she taken.” Hence a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife,
so that they become one flesh.
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e Rashi-
ONE FLESH — Both parents are united in the child
e Ramban

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and cleave to his wife...” The holy spirit
says this to forbid | chest to the descendants of Noah. “'And they shall be one flesh'- the child
is formed by the two of them and thus their flesh is made one', so Rashi. This is without reason,
for domesticated and wild animals also become one flesh through their children. In my view
animals do not cleave to their sexual partners; the male approaches any female it finds and
then leaves. For this reason the text says since the female of the adam was a bone of his bones
and flesh of his flesh, he cleaved to her and she was in his bosom like his own flesh and he
desired her to be constantly with him. As this was so with Adam so was his nature transmitted
to his progeny, to make the males, cleaving to their females, leaving their fathers and mothers
and regarding their wives as if they were one flesh with them. Similarly, “you are our brother,
our flesh (gen.37:27), “to the meat of ones flesh (Lev.18:6), those close in family are called
“meat of flesh” and so will leave the “meat” of his father and his mother and their closeness
and see that his wife is closer to him than they are.

e Seforno

It is appropriate that a man leave the home of his parents in order to acquire a wife who is
compatible with him, and who is a suitable mate for him to live with on a permanent basis.
The Torah teaches here also that the expression p12>7, “cleaving,” being in a state of true
union, is not possible between two people who are not alike in their common purpose in life.
Parents and children do not have the same tasks and challenges. Husband and wife have to
master the same challenges, hence the word “union” can be applied to their union, whereas
the same word would be inappropriate for describing the relationship between father and
children or so to with regards mother. By living together they will become of one mind on how
to deal with their lives’ challenges. They are to work together in such close union as if there
were in fact only one of them. (This had been the idea behind creating man as both male and
female in the first place.)
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7. Zohar - Leviticus, 7b - The following was taught in the section of "Hear oh Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is One" (Deuteronomy 6:4) What is one? This is Knesset Israel which is
unified with the Holy One, blessed be He. As R' Shimon says: the union of male and female is
called one. The place where the female dwells, this is called one. What is the reason for this?
Because male without female is called half a body, and half is not one. When two halves of
the body are connected, they become one body and then they are called one
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8. Rabbi Yehudah Leib Alter (Hasidut Ger)
Sefat Emet - Tazria, 5658
With regard to the leprosy — "A river issues from Eden to water the garden, and it then divides
and becomes four branches" (Genesis 2, 10) ...Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden on the
river before the place that it divided into four branches, so as "to till it and protect it"...and it
is written in the "holy Zohar" , that the lesion of leprosy (Hebrew — "negah") is the opposite
of pleasure (‘oneg" in Hebrew) as it is written (in Sefer Yetzirah) "there is nothing higher than
"oneg" and nothing lower than "negah" — and as it is written there, "he who does not fulfill
"oneg shabat" tirns "oneg" into "negah".
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10. Professor Eliezer Berkovits - God, Man and History, 120 - 121

What the "Idealism" (a school of thought that claimed that reality was in effect an "idea", a
spiritual and abstract reality, not a physical one) of numerous religions and philosophies
overlooks is that man without a body is as little to be considered human as man without a
soul....Any rejection of the body is a rejection of man himself as God created him for the tasks
of this world.

If religion is relatedness to God, then the whole human being must be so related and not man
as soul only, for as such he does not exist in this world. Human beings, soul and body must
enter in this relationship. The soul and the body, each in its own unique nature must enter
that relationship. On the level of the soul that relationship is spiritual partaking in human
consciousness, but lacking in and of itself in actions. The body on the other hand enters into
a relationship with God only through sanctified action... This is the purpose of "mitzvot". The
mitzvah unifies body and soul, thought, consciousness and action. It creates unity in the
human reality and so "one" a human being can enter a full relationship with the God who is
"One"..
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