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1. Tractate Kiddushin — Chapter 4, Mishna 14

Rabbi Meir says: one should always teach his son a clean
and easy profession, and pray to Him to whom wealth
and property belong. For a profession does not contain
[the potential for] poverty and wealth, for poverty is not
due to one’s profession nor is wealth due to the
profession, but all depends on merit. Rabbi Shimon ben
Elazar says: have you ever seen a wild beast or a bird with
a profession? Yet they are sustained without trouble.
Now, were they not created only to serve me, while | was
created to serve my master: surely then | should make a
living without trouble! But my evil acts have done me in
and withheld my livelihood. Abba Gurion a man of Sidon
says in the name of Abba Guria: one should not teach his
son [to be] a donkey-driver, camel-driver, wagon-driver,
sailor, shepherd, or shopkeeper, because their profession
is the profession of robbers. Rabbi Judah says in his name:
most donkey-drivers are wicked, while most camel-
drivers are worthy men; and most sailors are pious. The
best of doctors are destined for Gehenna, and the
worthiest of butchers is Amalek’s partner. Rabbi Nehorai
says: | will abandon every profession in the world and |
will not teach my son anything but Torah, for a person
enjoys its reward in this world while the principal remains
for him in the world to come. But all other professions are
not so; for when a man comes to sickness or old age or
suffering and cannot engage in his profession, he must
die of starvation, whereas the Torah is not so, for it
guards him from all evil in his youth and gives him a future
and hope in his old age. Of his youth what is said? “But
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength”
(Isaiah 40:31). Of his old age what is said? “They shall still
bring forth fruit in old age” (Psalms 92:15).
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2. Maimonides (Mishneh Torah) — Laws of Torah Study
Chapter 1
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8 Every person in Israel is obliged to study the Torah, whether
one be poor or rich, whether one be physically healthy or ailing,
whether one be in full vigor of youth or of great age and
weakened vitality; even if one be dependent upon alms for
one’s livelihood, or going around from door to door begging
one’s daily bread, indeed, even one who has a spouse and
children to support is obliged to have an appointed time for the
study of the Torah, both during the day and at night, for it is
said: "But thou shalt meditate therein day and night" (Joshua,
1.8.).9

9 Some of the great scholars in Israel were hewers of wood,
some of them drawers of water, and some of them blind:

nevertheless they engaged themselves in the study of the Torah
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by day and by night. Moreover, they are included among those
who translated the tradition as it was transmitted from mouth
of a person to mouth of a person, even from the mouth of
Moses our Master.

10 Until what age in life is one obliged to study the Torah? Even
until the day of one's demise; for it is said: "And lest they depart
from thy heart all the days of thy life" (Deut. 4.9.) Forsooth, as
long as one will not occupy himself with study he forgets what
he did study.

11 One is obligated to divide his time of study by three; one
third for the study of Holy Writ, one third for the study of the
Oral Torah, and one third for thinking and reflecting so that one
may understand the end of a thing from its beginning, and
deduct one matter from another, and compare one matter to
another, and reason out by the hermeneutical rules in which
the Torah is expounded to the end that one may know which
are the principal rules and how to deduct therefrom that which
is forbidden and that which is permitted, and other like matters
which one studied from oral tradition. This subject of study is
called Gemara.

12 For instance? If one was a craftsman and engaged himself
three hours daily to his work and to Torah nine hours
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3. Babylonian Talmud - Tractate Berachot 35b

The Sages taught: What is the meaning of that which the verse
states: “And you shall gather your grain”? Because it is stated:
“This Torah shall not depart from your mouths, and you shall
contemplate in it day and night” (Joshua 1:8), | might have
thought that these matters are to be understood as they are
written; one is to literally spend his days immersed exclusively in
Torah study. Therefore, the verse states: “And you shall gather
your grain, your wine and your oil,” assume in their regard, the
way of the world; set aside time not only for Torah, but also for
work. This is the statement of Rabbi Yishmael. Rabbi Shimon ben
Yohai says: Is it possible that a person plows in the plowing
season and sows in the sowing season and harvests in the
harvest season and threshes in the threshing season and
winnows in the windy season, what will become of Torah?
Rather, when Israel performs God’s will, their work is performed
by others, as it is stated: “And strangers will stand and feed your
flocks, and foreigners will be your plowmen and vyour
vinedressers” (Isaiah 61:5). When Israel does not perform God’s
will, their work is performed by them themselves, as it is stated:
“And you shall gather your grain.” Moreover, if Israel fails to
perform God’s will, others” work will be performed by them, as
it is stated: “You shall serve your enemy whom God shall send
against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness and in want of all
things” (Deuteronomy 28:48). Abaye said: many have acted in
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accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael,

with your sustenance all year.

and were
successful. Many have acted in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai and were not successful, Rava said to
the Sages: | implore you; during the months of Nisan and Tishrei,
do not appear before me. so that you will not be preoccupied
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4. Charles Taylor — The Ethics of Authenticity

to discover what it is to be ourselves.

action to what is original in us.

The notion that each one of us has an original way of being human entails that each of us has
But the discovery can’t be made by consulting pre-
existing models, by hypothesis. So it can be made only by articulating it afresh. We discover
what we have in us by becoming that mode of life, by giving expression in our speech and

5. Exodus — Chapter 6

14 The following are the heads of their respective clans.
The sons of Reuben, Israel’s first-born: Enoch and Pallu,
Hezron and Carmi; those are the families of Reuben. 15
The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar,
and Saul the son of a Canaanite woman; those are the
families of Simeon. 16 These are the names of Levi’s sons
by their lineage: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; and the
span of Levi’s life was 137 years. 17 The sons of Gershon:
Libni and Shimei, by their families. 18 The sons of Kohath:
Amram, lzhar, Hebron, and Uzziel; and the span of
Kohath’s life was 133 years. 19 The sons of Merari: Mahli
and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites by their
lineage. 20 Amram took to wife his father’s sister
Jochebed, and she bore him Aaron and Moses; and the
span of Amram’s life was 137 years. 21 The sons of Izhar:
Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 22 The sons of Uzziel: Mishael,
Elzaphan, and Sithri. 23 Aaron took to wife Elisheba,
daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she
bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 24 The
sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. Those are the
families of the Korahites. 25 And Aaron’s son Eleazar took
to wife one of Putiel’s daughters, and she bore him
Phinehas. Those are the heads of the fathers’ houses of
the Levites by their families. 26 It is the same Aaron and
Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring forth the Israelites
from the land of Egypt, troop by troop.”

Y P99 - MY .5

1IN 32 DNANTI YYNY NIN T
NiA) N1 790 bmw’ 7532
232110 1IN NHIYN ﬁbu Japk))
N PN TN vm bmm iy
NHAYN NN NIV DINY)
nb N2 Nipy ﬂbm O )iy
Y 7P NPy W) ohTonb
Ve -uw NN ow)b\m yay 9 »N
cmns\vnb ’yn\m M35 1Y N2
11720) 10 0INY NP D n
DO \vb\v TP RLARMNZ) bwm
vbnn "HD N VY MY NN
t:m‘rbnb ’157 nHavn -bN SWIN)
9 3077 ‘r:mrnu DY n7>1 )
NYRTINY PIONTN 19 ‘rbm wmb
NN DYHYA YIY DINY 10 A
DN NP N NN 1Y
YN ONRYND ONTY N 2D
YIYINTIN YION NP KD IN0)
NYND 32 11UN) NINX 210ny N3
TN NITPANTINY AT NN k>, ™m
NP N 1O INIONTIN) nybu
ﬁbu qONINY mvbm PON
2 IioN) 1o ’mv-u nns\vb
9 U nian 1b nvb 1‘1‘1&
-|bz~< ONYINN 19 Wbm YN
5] onm\mb cmbﬂ NN YN
M IR WX DY 1‘1‘1& NI
QI bm\w ’JJ‘J‘\N WX mb
: DN DY D228

6. Numbers — Chapter 3
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1 This is the line of Aaron and Moses at the time that the
LORD spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. 2 These were the
names of Aaron’s sons: Nadab, the first-born, and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar; 3 those were the names of Aaron’s
sons, the anointed priests who were ordained for
priesthood. 4 But Nadab and Abihu died by the will of the
LORD, when they offered alien fire before the LORD in the
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wilderness of Sinai; and they left no sons. So it was Eleazar
and Ithamar who served as priests in the lifetime of their
father Aaron.
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7. Exodus — Chapter 18

1 Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard all
that God had done for Moses and for Israel His people, how
the LORD had brought Israel out from Egypt. 2 So Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after she
had been sent home, 3 and her two sons—of whom one was
named Gershom, that is to say, “l have been a strangerin a
foreign land”; 4 and the other was named Eliezer, meaning,
“The God of my father was my help, and He delivered me
from the sword of Pharaoh.” 5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
brought Moses’ sons and wife to him in the wilderness,
where he was encamped at the mountain of God. 6 He sent
word to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to
you, with your wife and her two sons.” 7 Moses went out to
meet his father-in-law; he bowed low and kissed him; each
asked after the other’s welfare, and they went into the tent.
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8. Judges — Chapter 17

7 There was a young man from Bethlehem of Judah, from
the clan seat of Judah; he was a Levite and had resided
there as a sojourner. 8 This man had left the town of
Bethlehem of Judah to take up residence wherever he could
find a place. On his way, he came to the house of Micah in
the hill country of Ephraim. 9 “Where do you come from?”
Micah asked him. He replied, “l am a Levite from Bethlehem
of Judah, and | am traveling to take up residence wherever
| can find a place.” 10 “Stay with me,” Micah said to him,
“and be a father and a priest to me, and | will pay you ten
shekels of silver a year, an allowance of clothing, and your
food.” The Levite went. 11 The Levite agreed to stay with
the man, and the youth became like one of his own sons. 12
Micah inducted the Levite, and the young man became his
priest and remained in Micah’s shrine.

18:30 The Danites set up the sculptured image for
themselves; and Jonathan son of Gershom son of
Manasseh (Moshe), and his descendants, served as priests
to the Danite tribe until the land went into exile.
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9. Tractate Bava Batra 109b

“And Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and
his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites” (Judges 18:30)?
Rava bar Rav Hanan said to him: And according to your reasoning.
But is it so that he was the son of Manasseh; but wasn’t he the son
of Moses, as it is written: “The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer”
(I Chronicles 23:15)? Rava bar Rav Hanan explains the verse: Rather,
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verse linked him to Manasseh

although he was the son of Moses, because he acted as Manasseh
the king of Judah, who was notorious for idol worship, acted, the
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10. Mekhilta - Parshat Yitro

R Eliezer from Modaii said: “In a foreign land” - Moshe
said: As the entire world serves idols, | will worship He
Who brought the world into being through words. At the
moment when Moshe asked Yitro to give him Zipora as a
wife, Yitro said to him: Accept upon yourself the
following condition and | will give her to you as a wife.
He said: What is it? He said to him: Your first son must
be given to idol worship. Any children after that can
worship G-d. He said to hm: Swear. He took the oath. “
VaYoel Moshe” — the word “Ala” means an oath, as it is
written,” And Shaul made the people take an oath
saying...” Thus the angel went to kill Moshe
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11. Chapters of the Fathers - Chapter 4, Mishna 1
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Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from every man,
as it is said: “From all who taught me have | gained
understanding” (Psalms 119:99). Who is mighty? He who
subdues his [evil] inclination, as it is said: “He that is slow to
anger is better than the mighty; and he that rules his spirit than
he that takes a city” (Proverbs 16:3). Who is rich? He who
rejoices in his lot, as it is said: “You shall enjoy the fruit of your
labors, you shall be happy and you shall prosper” (Psalms
128:2) “You shall be happy” in this world, “and you shall
prosper” in the world to come. Who is he that is honored? He
who honors his fellow human beings as it is said: “For | honor
those that honor Me, but those who spurn Me shall be
dishonored” (I Samuel 2:30).
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