‘_—‘?g ' Pardes 0110

Institute of Jewish Studies

BALANCING PERSONAL, COMMUNAL AND
UNIVERSAL IDENTITIES IN THE AGE OF “MFE”
MEESH HAMMER-KOSSOYI| meesh@pardes.org.il

1. Deuteronomy 26
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1 When you enter the land that the Lord your God is
giving you as a heritage, and you possess it and settle in
it, 2 you shall take some of every first fruit of the sail,
which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God
is giving you, put it in a basket and go to the place where
the Lord your God will choose to establish His name.

3 You shall go to the priest in charge at that time and say
to him, “I acknowledge this day before the Lord your
God that | have entered the land that the Lord swore to
our fathers to assign us.” 4 The priest shall take the
basket from your hand and set it down in front of the
altar of the Lord your God. 5 You shall then recite as
follows before the Lord your God: “My father was a
fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager
numbers and sojourned there; but there he became a
great and very populous nation. 6 The Egyptians dealt
harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy
labor upon us.

7 We cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the
Lord heard our plea and saw our plight, our misery, and
our oppression. 8 The Lord freed us from Egypt by a
mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome
power, and by signs and portents. 9 He brought us to this
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey. 10 Wherefore | now bring the first fruits of the
soil which You, O Lord, have given me.” You shall leave
it before the Lord your God and bow low before the Lord
your God. 11 And you shall enjoy, together with the
Levite and the stranger in your midst, all the bounty that
the Lord your God has bestowed upon you and your
household.
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What does this narrative tell us about our national identity in particular and identity in

general?

How might you tell your own 4 sentence narrative?

2. Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 based on Munich MS
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For this reason, the person was created individually in
the world, to teach you that whosoever destroys a
single soul, Scripture considers that person as though
they had destroyed a complete world; and whosoever
preserves a single soul, Scripture ascribes [merit] to that
person as though they had preserved a complete world.
And for the sake of peace among creatures, that one
might not say to his fellow, ‘my father was greater than
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yours, and that the sectarians should not say, there are
many ruling powers in heaven; And to proclaim the
greatness of the Blessed Holy One: for if a person mints
many coins from one mold, they all resemble one
another, but the Supreme Ruler of Rulers, the Blessed
Holy One, fashioned every person in the stamp of the
first person, and yet not one of them resembles
another. For this reason, every single person is obliged

to say: the world was created for my sake
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Is this also a personal narrative? What kind of identity is it shaping? What values are being
lifted up? Can you identify the literary structure?

3. Pahad Yitzhak, Rav Yitzhak Hutner, Shavuot 21:2
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The basic fact upon which the establishment stands is
that a “the person was created as an individual.” From
this foundational fact immerges two alternating
voices. The first voice declares: “All of us are the
children of a single father”, our family-tree can be
traced to a single human being. If so, clearly, all of us
are only partial sections of a single unit, and each of us
are nothing more than segmented pieces of a single
wholeness. This is a faithful source of the unity of
humankind. However, the second voice declares: The
nature of the one who births is in the child. Since the
head of our family-tree is a single human being, as a
matter of course each one of us is imprinted with an
aspect of the uniqueness of our origin. “Flesh and
blood people press many coins from the same seal,
and they are all identical, while the Holy Blessed One
molded all human beings with the seal of the original
person, and there is not a single one who is like their
fellow.” And thus, this is a faithful source of the
uniqueness of the human being. The result is that the
very foundational fact that “the person was created
as an individual” gives birth to two alternating
descendants. We have a common source to both the
unity and the uniqueness of the human being.
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What messages from the Mishnah are amplified by the Pahad Yitzhak? How and when do
you experience human unity and uniqueness? How do you experience the relationship
between human unity and uniqueness?

4, Bamidbar Rabbah 2:3
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The Blessed Holy One loved them with a great love in
making them flags like those of the ministering angels,
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so that they would be recognizable. From whence do
we know that this is love for Israel? As Solomon said
(Song of Songs 2:4) “He brought me to the banquet
room And his banner of love was over me.” When the
Blessed Holy One was revealed on Mount Sinai, twenty-
two myriads of angels descended with God, as it says,
“God’s chariots are myriads upon myriads, thousands
upon thousands” (Psalms 68:18) and all of them are
made of flags upon flags, as it says, “flagged among the
myriad” (Song of Songs 5:1). Once Israel saw them
composed of flags and flags, they themselves started
desiring flags. They declared “My God, we want to be
made flags like them.”..The Blessed Holy One said,
“Just as you have desired to make flags, on your life, |
will fulfill your request, as it says “God will fulfill all of
your requests” (Ps. 20:6)
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5. Netivot Shalom, Parshat Bamidbar p. 14
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With reference to this [midrash], just as in earthly
kingdoms, the flag functions to single out each nation
for itself, and it is for this reason that every nation has
its own flag. Similarly, beyond the general flag, every
military unit and the like has a special flag, because
each one has a special function which singles it out from
other units. The flag is the symbol of the special
function of each unit. And every soldier has a special
symbol reflecting their connection to that unit.

For this reason, the angels have many levels, such as
melakhim, seraphim, hayot, and ofanei hakodesh, and
every single one of them has unbounded special
functions. And that is the idea of the flags for the
angels, as indicated by the midrash: “Michael together
with his flag, Gavriel together with his flag,” that
everyone has a special path in Divine service through
which they service the Blessed God.

Thus, Israel desired that they should be made flags--
because when Israel saw the innumerable mass of
angels, flag after flag; that every one of them is
connected to their special mission. They too wanted
clarity to know their function and purpose like angels.
Because the worst thing is when a person wanders
without any mission or purpose in their world, and they
have no idea why they are alive or what their work is in
this world or why they have been placed in the world.
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And this is why the Blessed Holy One said to them: “By
your lives! | will fulfill your wish,” and with this in mind
the matter of the flags of Israel points to the special
function of every Jew on earth. Every Jew is designated
a particular mission in fulfilling Divine will for which
they were put on earth. And that person should know
what their mission and purpose isin the world. And this
is the expression of God’s tremendous love for Israel
that was revealed through flags, as it says “his banner
of love was over me”—and they made them flags for
My name, demonstrating that they are My children and
My army. For the great love the Blessed Holy One has
for Israel is the clarity to know the purpose and special
mission of the Jew in their world, which is the
significance of the flags.

And that is the eternal subject of this Torah passage,
that begins with a counting of the children of Israel to
demonstrate that every Jew is a small world to
themselves; as we have explained about the verse
[enumerating Israel] “by their clans, according to their
ancestral houses, telling their names” [Numbers 1:2]
which hints that every Jew has a name and narrative
unto themselves including a special purpose and
mission for which they are put in this world.
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And it is especially possible to understand this matter
on the Holy Shabbat, as mentioned in the Shabbat song
“All who sanctify the seventh day”, because all week a
Jew is distracted and confused without calm of mind,
and thus does not have the clarity to know their camp
and flag. Only on the Holy Shabbat [MHK: or the Pardes
Winter Learning Intensive] do they have that clarity and
calm.
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What are the multiple identities/flags that you wave that give you a sense of mission and of

being loved?

414

‘WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL




