OUR JEWISH BODIES, OUR JEWISH SELVES
1-22 June 2010
19 Sivan-10 Tamuz 5770

Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

8:30-11:15 a.m.
Beauty in the Bible
Nechama Goldman-Barash

Bible – Introductory/Intermediate
There are a small number of individuals in the Tanach who are described as “of beautiful appearance.” Their beauty causes others to take notice, often resulting in aggressive sexual behavior. We will look at all of the characters described as beautiful and try to determine whether beauty is considered something positive or negative. Topics we will explore include the danger of beauty in the book of Genesis, the beautiful captive woman, beauty in King David’s and the Persian Court.
OR

Hurt My Body, Hurt My Soul
Zvi Hirschfield 

Intermdiate/Advanced Talmud

The eighth chapter of Baba Kama deals with the consequences and liabilities incurred when a person causes physical or psychological damage to another.  Together we will
focus on the section dealing with causing embarrassment or shame to
another and how public humiliation has economic, social, religious and
psychological repercussions.
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Beauty, Torah, Law, and Narrative
Yaffa Epstein

Introductory Talmud


This class will explore three rabbinic stories in depth including the legal contexts in which the stories are told and the legal elements contained in the stories. We will be looking at all of the texts in the original and learning the structure and methodology of a Talmudic argument and a Talmudic story. We will be examining such questions as: How do the rabbis understand beauty? What is the tension and correct balance between physicality and Torah study? How can we to tell if a Torah scholar is in fact who they appear to be.
OR

Judaism and Healing

Nechama Goldman-Barash

Intermediate/Advanced
This course aims to take contemporary ethical issues arising from technological and medical advances, and study them from a Jewish law perspective. It integrates biblical and rabbinic sources with contemporary medical issues in order to understand what truly defines and distinguishes Jewish medical ethics. We will look at general ethics in contrast to Jewish ethics, doctors’ and patients’ rights, the use of data from immoral medical experimentation, reproductive technologies, abortion, genetic testing, euthanasia, organ donation, trans-sexuality, and more. Students will be expected to prepare source sheets of traditional texts in groups and try to understand the evolution of thought towards modern application.

Sunday, Wednesday

2:30-4:30 p.m.

Ulpan
Monday, Thursday
2:30-5:00 p.m.
Bowing, Cowing and Wowing: Physical Movement in Jewish Prayer and Practice
Howard Markose

It has been asserted that action – movement of a physical nature – leads to a stronger belief in God and in Judaism itself.  In this course we will explore various physical acts traditionally undertaken by the Jewish community in order to bring the physical and spiritual parts of the religion together.  Among the topics will be the movements surrounding the Amida (Bowing), Tahanun (Cowing) and priestly blessing (Wowing).  We will also look at the physical aspects of the Jewish way of mourning.
OR

Does God have a Body? Do We Have a Soul?
David Levin-Kruss

This course will examine two central Jewish ideas – that God has no body and that people will be resurrected in the end of days. Both of these give us insight into the complex interplay between physicality and spirituality in Jewish tradition.
Teacher Biographies

Yaffa Epstein holds a Law Degree from Bar Ilan University and has been a member of the Israeli Bar since 2003. She is a former student of the Kollel at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, and was a member of the Advanced Talmud Institute at Matan. She teaches Talmud and Jewish Law at Pardes, has taught at Siach, the Lookstein Center, Young Judaea, Ta Shma and has been a Scholar in Residence for Hillel. Yaffa is member of the "Reshut Harabim" Beit Midrash, a think tank on modern orthodoxy in Israel, at the Yaakov Herzog Center, and sits on the executive board of Mavoi Satum, a leading Israeli organization helping women denied divorce.

Nechama Goldman-Barash is a graduate of Stern College and the Advanced Talmud Institute at Matan, a three year intensive program for Talmud study. She is currently a Master’s student at Bar Ilan University in Talmud and has taught at Pardes, Midreshet Lindenbaum, Midreshet Harova and Michlelet Emunah. She teaches on the Young Judaea Year Course Program and is also a freelance writer, translator and editor. 
Zvi Hirschfield holds an MA from Harvard University in medieval and modern Jewish Thought, and has studied at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Israel. He was the director of Judaica at the JCC of Cleveland, and an instructor at the Cleveland College of Jewish Studies for many years. In addition to teaching Talmud at Pardes and being the educational director of the Pardes’ Educators’ Beit Midrash program, he also serves as the director of education for the Nesiya Institute. 
David Levin-Kruss holds a BA and Teachers' Certification in English Literature and Jewish Thought from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, attended Pardes, and has rabbinic ordination from the Joseph Strauss Rabbinical Seminary. Previously, he served as the director of the overseas department at the Melitz Centers for Jewish Zionist Education, and as the community director of Stanmore Synagogue, in northwest London. He now teaches at Pardes, where he also directs the summer program.

Howard Markose is a JTS-ordained rabbi who has lived in Israel with his family for over fifteen years.  He has taught courses in Jewish law, bible and biblical Hebrew grammar at Pardes and is currently working towards a PhD in Bible at Bar Ilan University.

 

 


