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Institute of Jewish Studies






Pardes Summer Learning Program
June 29 - July 20, 2011

27 Sivan - 18 Tamuz 5771

Director: David Levin-Kruss

Class Descriptions and Faculty bios follow the schedule, please scroll down.

Students take one class in each time-slot.
	
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	8:45 –11:15 am

SMTWR
	Biblical  Blessings and Curses -  Bible - Introductory – Michael Feuer

Women and Others In Crisis - Bible – Intermed /Advanced – Nechama Goldman-Barash
Pearls of Prayer – Talmud – Introductory – Reuven Grodner
You Light Up My Life! – Talmud – Intermediate/Advanced – Leah Rosenthal



	11:45 am -1:15 pm

SMWR


	Understanding the Sidur -  All Levels – Reuven Grodner
Avraham: Patriarch, Contemporary and Universal Man  – 
Introductory/Intermediate -  Bruce Rachlin

Women and Judaism – Intermediate/Advanced – Nechama Goldman-Barash


	Tuesdays
	Morning class, Guest lecture, Community Lunch, Special Programs  


	1:15 –1:30 pm
	Optional Mincha



	1:15 – 2:30 pm
	Lunch…


	Lunch…
	Lunch…

	2:30 –5:00 pm

SW
	Pursuing Peace in the Jewish Tradition – All levels – Daniel Roth

Two for the Price of One! – Introductory/Intermediate – David Levin-Kruss

“I Know What You Did Last Shabbos” – Intermediate/Advanced - Hindy Ginsberg



	2:30 – 5:00  pm

MR
	Six New Reasons to Keep Commandments – Introductory/Intermed - David Levin-Kruss

Midrash Agnon – Intermediate/Advanced – Jeffrey Saks




Levels

Introductory – little Hebrew or Judaic knowledge

Intermediate – can translate a pasuk or mishna with the help of a dictionary

Advanced – has studied texts in an intensive way for at least a year
S=SUNDAY

M=MONDAY

T=TUESDAY

W=WEDNESDAY

R=THURSDAY

Pardes reserves the right to change this schedule even once the program has started.
SMTWR
8:45-11:15 a.m.
Biblical Blessings and Curses

Michael Feuer

Introductory Bible
The biblical portion Balak includes talking animals and curse reversal. These and other exciting episodes offer the opportunity to explore character development in the written and oral Torah, the power of prophecy and the nature of national sin. Using literary-style close textual reading as a primary tool in establishing the meaning of the text, we will then challenge our understanding with commentaries ranging from classical to Chassidic to personal. 
OR

Women and Others In Crisis

Nechama Goldman-Barash

Intermediate-Advanced Bible
We will be studying the book of Numbers through the prism of biblical text and rabbinic interpretation. We will look at the chapter on the suspected adulteress, the Nazirite, Miriam's slander of Moses, and the daughters of Zelofhad first by reading the biblical text carefully with traditional and modern commentaries and afterwards with rabbinic interpretation either leading to concrete changes in Jewish law or midrashic interpretation.

OR
Pearls of Prayer
Reuven Grodner

Introductory Talmud
Jewish Prayer - When and where did it originate? What is the relationship between prayer and sacrifices? What are the times for prayer? Can the head of the Great Sanhedrin (Supreme Court) be impeached? These are some of the questions and issues that will be studied as we examine chapter four of Tractate Brachot in the Babylonian Talmud.

OR
You Light Up My Life!

Intermediate-Advanced Talmud
Leah Rosenthal

The imagery of the Shabat candles is strongly associated of in our mind with the Shabat experience. What are the origins of this custom with its powerful emotional associations? What are the issues come up around it? Deal with these and, as characteristic of the Talmud, end up discussing issues that one would not have expected. Special bonus – the mishnayot we will study are part of many Shabat liturgies.
SMWR
11:45 – 13:15 
Understanding the Sidur

Reuven Grodner

All levels

The siddur is the most widely used and least understood of all Jewish texts. Even the daily synagogue attendee very often fails to comprehend and appreciate the depth and expanse of this precious volume. This class offers the student a valuable in-depth exploration of the weekday and Shabbat prayers. Text: The new Koren Sacks Siddur
OR
Avraham: Patriarch, Contemporary and Universal Man

Bruce Rachlin

Introductory/Intermediate
The course will examine Avraham as a paradigm of the spiritual seeker. At every turn Avraham's life posed for him complex personal, moral, political and spiritual trials. We will examine these encounters as possible models for our own spiritual odysseys.

OR

Women and Judaism

Nechama Goldman-Barash

Intermediate/Advanced
How did the rabbis view women? Why are women exempt from positive time caused mitzvot but included in other positive mitzvot? How does it happen that a system created an aguna (abandoned wife). Can women be ordained? What laws govern fertility and family purity? Sense the changes that have gone on in the 2,000 years since rabbinic Judaism was written down and how the role of women shows the strengths and the weaknesses of that system.

SW
2:30-5:00 p.m.
Pursuing Peace in the Jewish Tradition
Daniel Roth

All levels
 

Throughout Jewish history there have been rodfei shalom (pursuers of peace) as well as Jewish models of pursuing peace. This class will study classic rabbinic texts (laws and legends) that describe these models and will compare them to contemporary academic models as well as non-western models e.g. Arab-Islamic models.  The application of these models to conflicts in our personal lives as well as to contemporary conflicts in the Middle East will be discussed through small processing groups.  

OR

Two For the Price of One! 

David Levin-Kruss 

Introductory/Intermediate 

This class takes biblical stories or verses and examines how they are used (misused?) in the Talmud.
OR

'I Know What You Did Last Shabbos' 
Hindy Ginsberg

Intermediate/Advanced
 
Shabbat is often seen as a negative day. In this class we will explore what we CANNOT do on Shabbat and through an analysis of the 39 melachot (forbidden labors), we will come to a better understanding and appreciation of what this day is.

MR 

2:30-5:00 p.m.
Six New Reasons to Keep Commandments

David Levin-Kruss

Introductory/Intermediate 

The nineteenth century German founder of neo-orthodoxy, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, realized that people needed to look at mitzvot in a new way if Judaism was to be compelling to people in a modern era. Come learn about his classification of commandments and his radical new ways of understanding traditional practices.

OR
Midrash Agnon 
Jeffrey Saks
Intermediate/Advanced
Can there be a viable Judaism in the diaspora? Does tradition have anything to offer in the face of modernity? What is the meaning of the Jewish return to Zion? Nobel laureate S.Y. Agnon's short stories deal with these and other questions. They are great literature pervaded with Jewish sources. One is forced to read between the lines in order to hear what the author is saying and this involves a close reading of him plus learning the Torah texts. 

Faculty Biographies

Michael Feuer has rabbinic ordination from the Sulam Yaakov Yeshiva, under the guidance of Rav Dov Channan. He is American-born and holds degrees from Colorado College and Brandeis University. As an educator in various Jerusalem educational institutions for the last five years, Mike has sought to instill his students with a love of Torah and a passion for critical thinking.
Hindy Ginsberg is a graduate of the Advanced Talmud Institute at Matan. She holds a B.A. from Bar Ilan University in Education and Talmud, as well as a teacher’s certificate in Oral Law. Hindy is currently pursuing her Masters degree in Talmud at Bar Ilan University, in which she is exploring the differences in halachic positions on the usage of birth control in Israel and the United States. She has taught in many adult education programs, including Matan and Pardes.
Reuven Grodner was ordained by Yeshiva University's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, where he studied under Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. He served for over 18 years as a pulpit rabbi. Rabbi Grodner is the author of several books including Shabbat: A Day of Delight, The Spirit of Mishnaic Law: Tractate Brachot and Ahl Ha'tefillah; Lectures on Prayer by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (Hebrew).. In addition to teaching at Pardes, he is the director of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem's Beit Midrash program.
Nechama Goldman-Barash is a graduate of Stern College and the Advanced Talmud Institute at Matan, a three year intensive program for Talmud study. She holds a Masters’ degree from Bar Ilan University in Talmud and has taught at Pardes, Midreshet Lindenbaum, Midreshet Harova and Michlelet Emunah. She is also a freelance writer, translator and editor. 
David Levin-Kruss holds a BA and Teachers' Certification in English Literature and Jewish Thought from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, attended Pardes, and has rabbinic ordination from the Joseph Strauss Rabbinical Seminary. Previously, he served as the director of the overseas department at the Melitz Centers for Jewish Zionist Education, and as the community director of Stanmore Synagogue, in northwest London. He now teaches at Pardes, where he also directs the summer program.
Bruce Rachlin received a B.A. in Philosophy from Yeshiva University and was ordained at the university's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. He founded The Bat Torah High School for Girls in Monsey, New York and the secondary school of Yavneh Academy in Melbourne, Australia serving at both for many years as the founding principal. Rabbi Rachlin is currently on the Faculty of Pardes and is simultaneously working on a book about the patriarch Abraham upon which his course is based.

Leah Rosenthal has a BA in Talmud and Jewish philosophy and an MA in Jewish Education from Hebrew University. Leah Rosenthal is highly regarded by our students for her meticulous examination of the structure of the Talmudic argument. Leah also teaches at the well-known Kerem Seminar of Humanistic Jewish Studies. 
Daniel Roth teaches Talmud at Pardes and directs the Pardes Advanced Scholars Program (Kollel). He is also the coordinator and teacher of the Pardes Peace and Conflict track. He holds an MA in Talmud from Hebrew University, a B.Ed in Jewish Philosophy and Talmud from Herzog Teachers' College, and is currently pursuing a doctorate in Bar Ilan University's Conflict Resolution and Negotiation Department on the topic of rabbinic models of reconciliation. Daniel has been teaching Talmud, Chumash and other subjects at Pardes for the past nine years, and studied for eight years in Yeshivat Har-Etzion, during which time he was ordained 

Jeffrey Saks is the founding director of ATID – The Academy for Torah Initiatives and Directions in Jewish Education and its WebYeshiva.org program. He edited Wisdom From All My Teachers: Challenges and Initiatives in Contemporary Torah Education, authored Spiritualizing Halakhic Education, and is an editorial board member of the journal Tradition. He has taught at the Yeshiva University High School for Girls in New York and at Yeshivat HaMivtar in Efrat. He is an ordained rabbi.
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