I AM ME, YOU’RE NOT ME

30 June – 21 July 2010   

18 Tamuz – 10 Av 5770

Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

8:30-11:15 a.m.

Joseph - Transforming a Soul

Tovah Leah Nachmani

Introductory Chumash

 

Joseph is stripped unwillingly from his beloved father and his familiar homeland. His trials and tribulations spur deep changes within his soul.  We will engage in a close reading of the biblical account of Joseph using traditional commentary and modern analysis. Even ardent fans of the Joseph story will be surprised when we uncover insightful wisdom and relevant questions for our own transformation. 
OR

‘Sometimes You Want to Go Where Everybody Knows Your Name’ 

Hindy Ginsberg

Intermediate/Advanced Chumash
The Book of Exodus is fraught with drama and a desire to find a place to belong. The Jewish people leave Egypt, wander in the desert, and finally find that place when they receive the Torah at Mount Sinai. We will explore the Biblical texts that describe these events by utilizing both traditional commentaries and modern analysis. Through our studies we will (hopefully!) too find a place to belong.

OR

The World of Charity-Justice
Reuven Grodner 

Introductory Talmud

Redemption of captives, public charities, the responsibilities of charity collectors, honesty and integrity in religious institutions, and G-d’s responsibility for poverty are all dealt with in the first chapter of a Talmudic tractate called Bava Batra. The class is geared for students with little or no Aramaic or Hebrew background. The original Hebrew- Aramaic text, as well as an English translation, will be available.

OR

My Fast, Our Fast or Your Fast
Leah Rosenthal 

Intermediate/Advanced Talmud
For many Jews Yom Kippur is a day of personal introspection and soul-searching. As we study the sections of the Talmud discussing this holiest of days, we discover that the rabbis placed this personal process within a context of relationships – with oneself and with others, as well as with G-d, perhaps the ultimate Other.

Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Personalized Prayer 

Tovah Leah Nachmani

 

Prayer challenges everybody. Sometimes the words are locked, and other times they are open.  Sometimes only the melodies can carry the meaning of a prayer.  But even the melodies become richer when we understand what the prayers mean. This course will enable the ancient words of prayer to become a bit more sincere and personal, through exploring their content and analyzing their traditional sources.  
OR
The ‘Other’ in Judaism

Hindy Ginsberg
All levels but particularly appropriate for those with a stronger background
In Jewish life, various situations arise in which people are excluded. Women, converts, homosexuals, and non-practicing Jews are just some of the groups who may find themselves left out. This class will explore classic texts in order to understand how and why the Torah treats some differently. 

OR

Judaism for Everybody
Michael Feuer

Intermediate/Advanced

In the concluding section of the Rambam's Mishneh Torah - the Laws of Kings and their Wars - we find Maimonides’ analysis of the relationship between Israel and the nations, such as the seven Noahide laws that apply to all of humanity, his opinion on the potential of non-Jews to be received into the world to come, and the ultimate messianic vision of Israel and the nations. This class is an in-depth exploration of  what the Rambam has to say about these and other topics, as well as a forum for articulating new visions of how the Jewish people can engage the world. 
Sunday, Wednesday

2:30-4:30 p.m.

Ulpan
Monday, Thursday

2:30-5:00 p.m.
I, We and the End of Time: An Introduction to the Thought of Rabbi Kook

Gideon Weitzman

Rabbi Kook has been quoted by almost every Jewish thinker in the past hundred years and has been brought as proof for many different philosophies and theologies. In this course we will look at R. Kook in his own words and follow him through, from the individual to the nation to the messianic era.

OR

Sex, Lies and Ki Tetze
David Levin-Kruss

Ki Tetze is the most commandment-laden parsha in the Torah and covers a broad range of subjects. Some are personal, some are social and some are ritual. All touch on the issues of how to build a meaningful life and how to create a society in which we are all free to do this. Topics include premarital sex, the death penalty, building lasting relationships, dealing with evil, etc., etc., etc.
OR
Looking Inward, Moving Outward

Michael Feuer

The Jewish people have forged many paths to self-realization in the service of G-d. Over time many branches of Chassidut developed, all of which encapsulate the fervent desire of the individual to cling to the Divine. When Rav Kalonymous Kalman Shapiro became rebbe of Piazeczna in 1909 he began to articulate his own vision, with an emphasis on education and cognitive awareness. His ideas were forged through his work with the youth of Poland and fired during his time as 'the Rebbe of the Warsaw Ghetto.' This class will examine selections from some of his works with the goals of understanding his insights and developing the tools he describes as essential in the search for G-d.     

Biographies

Michael Feuer has rabbinic ordination from the Sulam Yaakov Yeshiva, under the guidance of Rav Dov Channan. He is American-born and holds degrees from Colorado College and Brandeis University. As an educator in various Jerusalem educational institutions for the last five years, Mike has sought to instill his students with a love of Torah and a passion for critical thinking.
Hindy Ginsberg is a graduate of the Advanced Talmud Institute at Matan. She holds a B.A. from Bar Ilan University in Education and Talmud, as well as a teacher’s certificate in Oral Law. Hindy is currently pursuing her Masters degree in Talmud at Bar Ilan University, in which she is exploring the differences in halachic positions on the usage of birth control in Israel and the United States. She has taught in many adult education programs, including Matan and Pardes.
Reuven Grodner was ordained by Yeshiva University's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, where he studied under Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. He served for over 18 years as a pulpit rabbi. Rabbi Grodner is the author of several books including Shabbat: A Day of Delight, and The Spirit of Mishnaic Law: Tractate Brachot. In addition to teaching at Pardes, he is the director of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem's Beit Midrash program.
David Levin-Kruss holds a BA and Teachers' Certification in English Literature and Jewish Thought from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, attended Pardes, and has rabbinic ordination from the Joseph Strauss Rabbinical Seminary. Previously, he served as the director of the overseas department at the Melitz Centers for Jewish Zionist Education, and as the community director of Stanmore Synagogue, in northwest London. He now teaches at Pardes, where he also directs the summer program.

Tovah Leah Nachmani has engaged in formal and informal adult Jewish education in Israel for the past twenty years. Her particular interest is exploring with her students the relevance of Jewish wisdom to their personal lives, combining methods of classic Torah study with creative opportunities for reflection and integration. Tovah Leah holds a BA in Judaic Studies from Indiana University and a Certification in Bible and Jewish thought from the Herzog Seminary in Gush Etzion. Tovah Leah and her husband Gabi live in Alon Shevut, using humor and spiritual common sense to raise their seven children. 

Leah Rosenthal has a BA in Talmud and Jewish philosophy and an MA in Jewish Education from Hebrew University. Leah Rosenthal is highly regarded by our students for her meticulous examination of the structure of the Talmudic argument. Leah also teaches at the well-known Kerem Seminar of Humanistic Jewish Studies. 
Gideon Weitzman is the head of the English speaking section of the Puah Institute for Fertility and Medicine in Accordance with Halacha, and has published several book chapters and papers in the field. He is a visiting associate professor at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York where he is working on a program to teach medical students how to be more culturally sensitive to their religious Jewish patients. He is also the rabbi of Merkaz Modiin Synagogue and teaches in a variety of educational institutions. He has published three books on the philosophy of Rav Kook. He is married to Rivka and they have five children.
