ISRAEL IS REAL
25 July-12 August 2010   

14 Av-2 Ellul 5770
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

8:30-11:15 a.m.
Go, go, go!
Meir Schweiger 

Introductory/Intermediate Chumash
The very first thing which G-d says to Abraham is Lech-Lecha– “go to the land that I will show you” – and, from this point on, it seems that the land plays a central role in Abraham’s relationship with G-d. In this class, we will focus on Chapters 12-17 in Genesis. Through a close and careful reading of the text, we will explore Abraham’s struggles and development, which are inextricably connected with the Land of Israel. With the assistance of the commentary of Nachmanides, we will see how these sections lay the foundation for a theology of the Land of Israel, as reflected in a variety of passages in the bible.  

OR
Eretz Yisrael in Halacha and Aggada

Reuven Grodner 

Intermediate/Advanced Talmud
Are we commanded to live in the Land of Israel? What are the virtues of living here? Are there precursors to positive and negative views about modern Zionism in the Talmud? What does it mean to live in a land flowing with milk and honey? Our primary text to explore these questions will be the last chapter of Tractate Ketubot. In addition, sources in Rambam, Ramban, Shulchan Aruch, etc. will be studied.

Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

The Ideal State

Michael Hattin
For a brief moment of time at the dawn of the First Temple period, King Solomon attempted to build an ideal state.  We will study its rise and fall focusing upon the beginning of the book of Kings. Topics to be discussed include the death of David, the ascent of Shlomo to the throne, the consolidation of his rule and reorganization of the realm, the great undertaking of the building of the first temple and his ignominious end.  Although Shlomo finished his life in failure and the Temple was eventually destroyed, the memory of the ideal state continued to exist in the messianic visions of the later prophets.  We will therefore also investigate some of their writings. The course will involve close textual analysis, study of selected early Rabbinic sources and classical commentaries, as well as other relevant historical material.  
OR

Jerusalem of Gold
Reuven Grodner
The city of Jerusalem holds a central place in Jewish law and Lore. This class will explore a variety of texts that deal with laws pertaining to Jerusalem, as well as, the unique status of Jerusalem in Midrash and Aggadah. Among the topics to be discussed are the sanctity of the Temple Mount, the temple, mourning the destruction and the road to redemption.
Sunday, Wednesday

2:30-4:30 p.m.

Ulpan 
OR

Personal Projects
Monday, Thursday

2:30-5:00 p.m.

"A Song of Ascents" - The Land of Israel and Jerusalem in Prayer
Michael Hattin

 

For generations, the Jewish people have yearned for the land of Israel and for Jerusalem, preserving a mythical memory of their grandeur even as the land and the city lay in ruins. One of the ways they did this was through the prayer-book.  We will explore the place of Israel and Jerusalem in the liturgy.  Selections will include blessings of the Shema and the Shemone Esrei, the Mussaf service for festivals, the grace after meals, and the contemporary prayer for the State of Israel.

OR
Pulling Ourselves Up By Our Own Bootstraps
Michael Feuer
For more than 1,500 years, the Jewish People dreamed and prayed for a return to their homeland. These movements of the heart, however, rarely drove their feet to return. In the late eighteenth century this began to change. First a trickle and then a flood of Jews began to flow back to the Land of Israel in what would become known as the Zionist movement. This shift in momentum from a largely fatalistic acceptance of the exile to a passionate rejection of it had deep roots in the shifting philosophical, cultural and social fabrics of the time. This course will explore the writings of the major early Zionist leaders as they are embedded in their historical context. 

Tuesday

8:30-10:15

‘My Heart is in the East…’: The Land of Israel in Prayer

Hindy Ginsberg

The Jewish people have yearned for the Land of Israel for generations, a longing that is expressed in the daily prayers. We will explore the place of Israel in the liturgy, focusing on specific prayers. Some of the prayers that will be analyzed include sections of the Shemoneh Esrei that mention Israel, Grace After Meals, in which the land of Israel plays a large role, and the prayer for the State of Israel.

Biographies of Teachers

Michael Feuer has rabbinic ordination from the Sulam Yaakov Yeshiva, under the guidance of Rav Dov Channan. He is American-born and holds degrees from Colorado College and Brandeis University. As an educator in various Jerusalem educational institutions for the last five years, Mike has sought to instill his students with a love of Torah and a passion for critical thinking.
Hindy Ginsberg is a graduate of the Advanced Talmud Institute at Matan. She holds a B.A. from Bar Ilan University in Education and Talmud, as well as a teacher’s certificate in Oral Law. Hindy is currently pursuing her Masters degree in Talmud at Bar Ilan University, in which she is exploring the differences in halachic positions on the usage of birth control in Israel and the United States. She has taught in many adult education programs including Matan and Pardes.
Reuven Grodner was ordained by Yeshiva University's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, where he studied under Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. He served for over 18 years as a pulpit rabbi. Rabbi Grodner is the author of several books including Shabbat: A Day of Delight, and The Spirit of Mishnaic Law: Tractate Brachot. In addition to teaching at Pardes, he is the director of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem's Beit Midrash program.
Michael Hattin teaches bible and Jewish law at Pardes. He holds a degree in architecture from the University of Toronto and did his rabbinical studies at Yeshivat Har Etzion. For many years, he authored articles for the Virtual Beit Midrash of Yeshivat Har Etzion, some of which will soon appear in book form. Prior to making aliyah, Michael served as director of outreach and adult education for the Golf Manor Synagogue of Cincinnati, Ohio, and he continues to lecture as a scholar-in-residence at various synagogues and Jewish organizations in North America. 

Meir Schweiger teaches at Pardes where he also serves as spiritual guide. He has a BA in Mathematics and Physics from City College in New York and did his advanced Jewish studies at Yeshiva University, Yeshivat Kerem B'Yavneh, and Yeshivat Har Etzion, receiving ordination from Rabbi Zalman Nehemiah Goldberg of Jerusalem. In his role as Mashgiach Ruchani of Pardes, Meir is responsible for all extra-curricular programs and activities in the regular, one-year program.
